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 This past weekend I had the privilege to attend the Simplified Structures workshop that took 
place through the joint effort of the Tennessee Valley, Smoky Mountain, Hiwassee, and Scenic South 
districts.  It was the third United Methodist event I have attended this month with another two events 
to look forward to over the next month.  In attending these events I have experienced a number of en-
counters that have blessed and reminded me of the power of our United Methodist connection. 
 
 I spent the first part of the week of January 16th at Epworth by the Sea, a United Methodist 
retreat and renewal center located in St. Simmons Island, GA for the annual Southeastern Jurisdiction 
Cabinet Consultation for superintendents in the SEJ.  There I had the opportunity to reconnect with 
Keith Elder, who happens to be a part of my call story from his leading of music and worship for youth 
camps at Camp Sumatanga when I was in high school.  In addition, I had the pleasure to meet Jim 
Robey who shared with me that he was a member of my father’s youth group in Birmingham, AL 
around the time I was born.  Those were two surprises during that week in addition to reconnecting 
with number of pastors I grew up knowing in the North Alabama Conference as well as Bishop David 
Graves who served in the Holston Conference and whose Director of Communications happens to be a 
close friend from college.  Small world?  Not in my eyes.  It is the blessing of being a part of a connec-
tional church. 
 
 Later that week I attended Resurrection.  Yes, it is an event for youth and continues to be a 
catalyst for young people making a decision for Christ and experiencing a call to ministry.  What we 
do not always realize is how much this event is a reunion for churches, clergy, and laity.  Every year I 
get to see people from previous churches I have served, stay connected with those people, and relive 
wonderful moments in ministry.  All while seeing thousands of youth praise God and make life chang-
ing decisions. 
 
 Finally, at the Simplified Structures event, I had the opportunity to reunite with a former 
church I served and sit in a room I had the privilege to be a part of constructing. 
 
 I am who I am because of the connection of The United Methodist Church.  Other ways the 
connection has guided my life is through my baptism and confirmation, my college and seminary edu-
cation, my meeting and marrying Amy, and even my vacations (yes, when I was young we took a fami-
ly trip to England where my father had us visit every single place John Wesley inhabited).  Too often 
we associate our connection solely with the “trust clause” that was instituted into the life of the denom-
ination in 1797.  But, the connection is more than just the connecting of physical property and build-
ings.  The connection is the spirit behind our experiences and the ministry we do together.  How can 
one not get a heart warming feeling when they pass a United Methodist Church?  The connection is the 
epitome of our calling to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
 I was once told that I was too Methodist.  Ok, you got me there. 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

February 
 2023 



 

 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2023 District Ministries 
 (Thru January 26, 2023—8.33%) 
 ( * Denotes 100% of 2023 District Ministries Paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel  Broadway *Burnett Memorial 
Carpenters  * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
* Eden  Fairview * Fox  
Hillcrest  Loudon * Martel  
Maryville, First  * Meadow * Middle Creek  
* Mountain View  * New Salem Pigeon Forge, First 
Pleasant Hill (K)  * Pleasant Hill (R) Sevierville, First  
Seymour  * Shults Grove St. Mark (K)  
St. Paul  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B)  
* Vonore 

 

2023 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2024 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2023 Holston Annual 
Conference Hands-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2023 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Self Rising Flour (4-5 lb.) 1-box salt-26 oz     
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk in can (56 oz. or less)    
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 1-box of 20 teabags (orange or green) 
 Canned Meat (2 lb. total)  1-bag rice (2 lb.)   
   Pack in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid 
  

Your buckets need to be delivered to Cokesbury UMC, 9919 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37922:  
  Please deliver your buckets to Cokesbury UMC, Time and Date will be announced later 
                             (Do not deliver early)       (Please notice change of delivery location) 

Up-Coming Events 
 

 
February 
 
27-March 1 Ministers’ Convocation,  
  Pigeon Forge 
 
March 
 
10-12 Clergy Spouses’ Retreat 
 
12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Weekend of Prayer 
 
April 
 
9  
 
 
 
22 Special Called  
  Annual Conference 
 
May 
 
14  
 
  

Hymnals needed 
 

New Hope UMC is looking for used copies of the Cokes-
bury Hymnal.  If any church has copies of the hymnal to 
donate or to sell, please contact Doug Lynn at 865-742-
0551 or douglas.a.lynn@gmail.com.   

 

Calling All Hikers and Runners 
Support Camp Wesley Woods and enjoy beautiful mountain trails at the 
2023 Wesley Woods Trail Hike/Race on February 11 at 9am. Choose be-
tween a 3 mile hike guided by one of two expert hiking guides Rev. Charles 
Maynard, a master storyteller and smokey mountain historian, and 
Rev. Brooke Hartman, an avid hiker and cancer survivor. Or challenge 
yourself on a 6 mile trail race which will take you through two of the best 
overlooks in the area. Not a hiker or runner? You can sign up to volunteer 
or support the camp with a donation. For more info and  
register, go to  
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Townsend/WesleyWoodsTrailRace 

mailto:douglas.a.lynn@gmail.com
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Townsend/WesleyWoodsTrailRace


 

 

Smoky Mountain District United Women in Faith - Lori Sluder-President    

 
Have you heard about United Women in Faith? If not, you might wonder who we are. Let me help. 

 

We seek to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, 
creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and global 
communities. 

 

All women, no matter where you hold your church membership, who are interested in serving women 
and children around in our community, our nation and around the world can have a place in the 
United Women in Faith.  United Women in Faith has been working to rebrand this organization. A 
‘face-lift’ if you will, and we want to invite all women to join us as continue to be the hands and feet 
of Christ, following God’s call in our lives to help women and children around the world to have a 
better life.  

 

Who are we? 
On the new website (uwfaith.org), we find that we are women who are inspired by God’s love and have a 

powerful commitment to improve the lives of women, children and youth. United Women in Faith 
works for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems 
that harm women, children and youth—from racial and gender injustice to economic inequality, cli-
mate issues and more. 

 

We are a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the world without hesitation.  
Grounded in Scripture, we are driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood, we work to improve 
the lives of women, children, and youth. Every day, we show up. We act. We get it done. And we in-
vite YOU to join us. We all have gifts that God has given us. With all of us working together, sharing 
our gifts, we can make disciples for the transformation of the world.  

Faith – We are women in faith. 
Sisterhood – We are Sisters working together. 
Action – Taking action to do the hard work of the world without hesitation. 

 

Are you interested? Need more information? First, spend some time on the website, https://uwfaith.org/  
Then contact me at LoriLSluder@gmail.com I will be happy to talk with you more about being a part of this 
mission and ministry.  
 

Romans 15:7 ESV  “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 

From The Desk of Alex (Lay Ministries Coordinator) 
 

 Greetings Sisters and Brothers!!  Lay Ministry courses will be starting up very soon.  It looks 
like most of the classes are going to be held over Zoom.  Once the schedule is finalized I will be send-
ing out a mass Email with the information. Over the next couple of weeks look at your group and see 
if someone would like the opportunity to advance on their journey.  If you know someone that would 
like to participate and cost is an issue, please let me know.  I do not want to see someone lose out due 
to funding. 
 Lately an easy lesson from Wesley has been on my mind: 

Do no harm 
Do good 
Stay in love with God 
 

It seems like these three simple rules are some of the hardest to follow.   At best we should stay in love 
with God.  If we are able to accomplish this the other two should fall into place.  As we continue into 
the next couple of months these words are even more important.  You are all in my prayers!! 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Alex Wilson, CLM 
Pastor, Bethel (Seymour) U.M.C. 
Smoky Mountain Lay Ministries Coordinator 
865.805.5382 
Mrwilsonaj77@gmail.com 

https://uwfaith.org/
mailto:LoriLSluder@gmail.com

