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An Interview with Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett 
 

As we begin to learn about our new Bishop, I want to share with you portions of an interview our Con-
ference Secretary, Terry Goodman, recently did with her.    
 

TG: When you think about your……childhood. What are some of the memories that you have of grow-
ing up in church?  
BWP: My Dad was a bi-vocational pastor of a circuit of three rural Methodist churches in eastern Ken-
tucky during my childhood and early teens. I enjoyed attending church with my family and friends. 
Church was warm and accepting. It's where I first met God and learned a lot about how to grow in my 
relationship with Jesus Christ. So I have good early memories about church. To me church was not so 
much a place as it was a community of people I knew and valued who experienced God together.  
 

TG: I get the sense that you're a person that appreciates the connection between your spiritual journey 
and physical activity. Is there a connection between the hikes that you love to take and your relationship 
with God?  
BWP: Absolutely. When I hike, I typically spend time in conversation with God. Some of that time takes 
the form of intercessory prayer. I also spend time listening to God as I hike. Sometimes insights break 
into my thoughts, which I don't know if I would have heard outside of the prayer hike. Also, I under-
stand my relationship with God to be a journey. When I’m hiking, I am literally journeying with God. 
When I'm exercising regularly, I tend to have more energy and am more attentive to God’s voice. I know 
that God is continually speaking to all of us. Prayer hikes help me to hear what God is saying to me.  
 

TG: How do you plan to oversee two annual conferences? In two different time zones? What are some of 
those difficult items that you imagine might be lurking on the horizon for you? And what are some of the 
things that you need for the pastors and the churches to understand about this process?  
BWP: I anticipate that we will learn how to do this together. The North Alabama and Holston Confer-
ences have excellent leaders. I expect that those leaders will be working closely with me, as I learn how to 
balance leading two conferences. There'll be some experiments along the way. As to challenges: the main 
challenge that I'm anticipating, personally, is balancing my time. I am confident, though, that by the 
grace of God and in partnership with leaders from each Conference, this is doable.  
 

TG: Well, you have only known Holston for just a short while, but what are some of your first impres-
sions?  
BWP: Holston is a warm and hospitable place. My husband Lee and I have felt welcomed by the people 
of the Holston Conference. In addition, I'm so impressed with the mission emphasis that has been in ex-
istence in this annual conference for a long time. During this first month as Holston’s episcopal leader, 
the Conference has lived up to its reputation of being hospitable and mission-minded.  
 

TG: How would you characterize the divided loyalties that seem to affect the church at the current mo-
ment? We tend to see ourselves as progressive or centrist or traditionalist. Is there a way for such widely 
diverse views to coincide under the same roof?  
BWP: That’s a really good question. We do have differences-undoubtedly. We also have so much in 
common. All of us are Christ followers. All of us are United Methodists. All of us desire to love God and 
neighbor with every fiber of our heart, soul, mind and strength. And so, in that sense, we have much in 
common.  
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Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  October 27, 2021—83.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 

Alcoa, First * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) 
* Binfield * Broadway * Burnett Memorial 
* Camp Ground * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury Ebenezer * Eden  
* Fenders  * Fox * Friendsville  
* Gatlinburg, First Green Meadow Hillcrest  
* Immanuel Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 
Loudon * Luretta * Martel  
Maryville, First * Meadow * Middle Creek  
* Middlesettlements * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope * New Salem * Oakland  
Peck’s Memorial * Philadelphia Pigeon Forge, First 
* Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S)  
* Roberts * Sand Branch Sevierville, First 
Seymour * Shults Grove * St. John 
St. Mark’s (B) St Mark (K) St. Paul 
* Trentville Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (S)  
* Vonore * Walden’s Creek * Walland  
* Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain District 
UMW events as well as Holston 
Conference UMW events.  We are 
currently planning to have  
virtual events through July; howev-
er, this could change depending on 
the COVID vaccine schedule.    
    
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT   
  Annual Meeting, 
 
 

At-Large Members for  
Annual Conference 2022 

 
At-Large Members by position 
Glenda Eastridge-Lay Leader 

Susan Daffron-UMW President 
Jack Vincent-UMM President 
 
Elected Lay Members 

Scott Burnette 
Liz Chancey 
Margaret Denney 

Jerri Ewell 
Russell George 
Beth Green 

JB Johnson 
Matthew Johnson 
Belinda Kenny 
Amanda Kitts 

Nancy Lampe 
Phil Large 
Tim Lomperis 

Brad Lunde 
Mille Meese 
Ed O’Brien 
Joyce Overton 

Jackie Page 
Gerald Page 
Dennis Reid 

Meredith Simpson 
Tom Simpson 
Lori Sluder 

Lynn Tittsworth 
Johnny Walker 
Laura Wellington 
Jane Whitaker 

Alex Wilson 
Donna Yeaney 
 

Alternate Members 
Jordan Ewell 
Sue Schmadebeck 

Up-Coming Events 
 

November 
 
 
7  
 
 
24-26 District office closed for Thanksgiving 
 
December 
 
23-31 District office closed for Christmas holiday 

Celebration Service for Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

 On November 6, 2021, 33 of us will gather at Sevierville First UMC for the third Smoky 
Mountain District UMW Annual Meeting.  This will be our second in person event of the year.  
Pat Bellingrath, Holston Conference UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator will install Officers 
for 2022.  Rev. Sandra Johnson, retired District Superintendent and current Pastor of Pruitt 
Hill and Tate Chapel Charge in Greenville, TN, will be our guest speaker. 
 
 As 2021, comes to a close, I think back on all the plans we had and how COVID changed 
many of them.  However, the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women found ways to 
continue to be in mission for women, children and youth.  Meetings were held via Zoom when 
we were unable to meet in person, quarterly President’s meetings on Zoom kept us all connect-
ed, meals were provided for Wesley House during Fall break and many local missions were 
served just to mention a few.  Some times we can do very little about what happens to us in life, 
but we can certainly do much about how we handle the things we are given.  What a wonderful 
way to change the ending of 2021, being in mission for the transformation of the world!  

 As you reflect on the past year, what are you thankful for?  I am especially thankful for 
all the women in the Smoky Mountain District UMW who generously give of themselves and 
their resources so that those who live on the margins of society may have.  I am thankful to join 
together with my sisters as One Body, One Spirit.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

2022 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2023 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2022 Holston Annual 
Conference Hands-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2022 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)     
   Pack in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid 
  

Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Please deliver your buckets to Fairview UMC, Time and Date will be announced later 
                             (Do not deliver early) 



 

 

 
Sunday, October 17, 6 p.m. 
Carpenters *        Binfield 
Friendsville 
 
Monday, October 18, 7 p.m. 
St. Mark’s (B) *     Middlesettlements 
Sycamore Tree 
 
Tuesday, October 19, 7 p.m. 
Logan’s Chapel *     Peck’s Memorial 
St. John 
 
Wednesday, October 20, 7 p.m. 
Philadelphia  *     Fenders 
Meadow                New Hope 
 
Wednesday, November 10, 7 p.m. 
Wears Valley *     Sevierville, First 
Gatlinburg, First/Huskey’s Grove 
 
Sunday, November 14, 3 p.m. 
Bethel (Seymour) *     Seymour 
Fairgarden Circuit 
 
Monday, November 15, 7 p.m. 
Beulah *            French Broad    
Bethel (East Knox)     Asbury 
 
Tuesday, November 16, 7 p.m. 
Pleasant Hill (Knox) * 
Kodak         Hillcrest/Piney Grove 
 
Wednesday, November 17, 7 p.m. 
Middle Creek *      Pittman Center Circuit 
 
Sunday, November 21, 3 p.m. 
Trinity *     Axley’s Chapel 
Loudon        Martel 
 

 
Monday, November 22, 7 p.m. 
Colonial Heights *      
Sevierville Parish 
 
Tuesday, November 23, 7 p.m. 
Mountain View *     New Salem 
Sevierville Circuit 
 
Sunday, November 28, 3 p.m. 
Maryville, First *     Union Grove (Blount) 
Williamson Chapel 
 
Monday, November 29, 7 p.m. 
Trentville *       Sand Branch 
St. Paul 
 
Tuesday, November 30, 7 p.m. 
Vonore *          Oakland 
Pleasant Hill (Roane) 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 7 p.m. 
Green Meadow *          Immanuel 
Fairview 
 
Sunday, December 5, 3 p.m. 
Broadway *           Alcoa, First 
Camp Ground/Walland 
 
Monday, December 6, 7 p.m. 
Tuckaleechee *         Pigeon Forge, First 
Pleasant Hill (Blount) 
 
Tuesday, December 7, 7 p.m. 
Cokesbury *             Ebenezer 
St. Mark (Knox)        Zion 
 
 
 

2021 Charge Conference Schedule 
(* Is Church hosting Charge Conference) 

(Cont. form First Page) 
 

TG: What words of advice would you give to local churches regarding their ministry? What's one of the key 
things that churches should focus on, as they seek to minister to their communities?  
BWP: I want to encourage local churches to continue to focus on the mission of the church. Our denomination 
understands this to be to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This is rooted in 
Scripture passages like Matthew 28:18-20. As we keep our focus on making disciples, then even in this time, 
when there's a good bit of anxiety in the system, and when we're experiencing challenges, because of not only 
our denominational divisions, but also national polarities, and racial inequities, we can keep moving forward. I 
very much encourage all of us to stay focused on our mission of making disciples.  
 

Grace & Peace,  

 Jason 


