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What is? 
Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) 

 
 In early August First UMC Alcoa issued a press release regarding a recent decision made by 
the church council to join The Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA).  Their press release has 
raised questions among United Methodist congregations and members across the district and con-
ference regarding First UMC Alcoa’s relationship with the conference and The United Methodist 
Church.  To gain a better understanding it is good to know what is and is not The Wesleyan Cove-
nant Association. 
 
 From the WCA website the WCA is “an association of individuals and congregations who 
share a common understanding of our Wesleyan doctrine and a desire to become a vibrant, faithful, 
growing 21st century church.”1  As an association individuals and/or congregations have the ability 
to join or affiliate with the WCA just like they could any other association.  Joining or affiliating 
with an association can be done through the church leadership and does not require a Charge or 
Church Conference vote.  Other associations or organizations United Methodist Churches have been 
affiliated with are the Gideons, Stephen Ministries, Alcoholics Anonymous, Celebrate Recovery, and 
Reconciling Ministries, just to name a few. 
 
 The WCA is not a church denomination so joining or affiliating with the WCA does not mean 
an individual member or local church is no longer United Methodist.  There is a difference between 
joining or affiliating with an association and dissociating from a denomination.  While the WCA is 
looking to align themselves with a newly structured denomination called The Global Methodist 
Church (GMC), the GMC does not yet exist and states, “The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation anticipates new expressions of Methodism emerging from The United Methodist 
Church.  Alternatively, if it becomes apparent that the leading bishops, centrists, and progressives 
who covenanted to support the Protocol no longer do so, then the council will consider bringing the 
new church into existence without delay.”2  The Protocol will not be addressed until General Con-
ference, currently scheduled for Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022. 
 
 In the meantime, First UMC Alcoa and the clergy staff continue to be a fully connectional 
United Methodist Church committed to prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Jason 
 
_____________________________ 
 
1  https://wesleyancovenant.org/about-page/ 
2  https://www.globalmethodist.org/#organization  
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Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  August 26, 2021—66.64%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Seymour) * Binfield  
Broadway * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground  
* Carpenters * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
Ebenezer * Eden * Fenders   
* Fox * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First 
Hillcrest * Immanuel Kodak  
* Logan’s Chapel  Loudon * Luretta  
* Martel Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middle Creek * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem  
* Oakland Peck’s Memorial * Philadelphia  
Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) Pleasant Hill (K)  
* Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First Seymour * Shults Grove  
St. Mark’s (B) St. Paul * Trentville 
Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (S) * Vonore  
* Walden’s Creek * Walland * Wears Valley  
* Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain 
District UMW events as well 
as Holston Conference 
UMW events.  We are cur-
rently planning to have  
virtual events through July; 
however, this could change 
depending on the COVID 
vaccine schedule.    
 
    September 18-19, Sat-Sun,  
    CONFERENCE Spiritual Enrich-
ment   CONFERENCE Annual 
Meeting   CONFERENCE Officer 
Training for Districts 
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT   
  Annual Meeting, 
 
 

Smoky Mountain Ministers 
 

Hello fellow pastors! It has been 
a long time since you have heard 
from me. Since April of 2020, I 
have intentionally not reminded 
you of our pastor’s dues. Seems 
that we have had much more im-
portant items that we have been 
focusing on, I know I have.  
Now that we are trying to work 
our way back into some regular 
routines, I felt it may be good to 
remind everyone of the dues. If 
you have forgotten, or did not 
know, our dues are $.50 per 
$1,000.00 of salary.  If you have a 
salary of $10,000.00 your dues 
would be $5.00. 
You might ask what is salary?  
Salary is the compensation as re-
ported on line 1 of the Pastor’s 
Support Worksheet.  
Peace and Grace 
Ken Tucker 
 
You may send dues to: 
 Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862 
Blessings  
Ken 

Up-Coming Events 
 

 
 
September 
 
2  District Finance Committee meeting, 7 p.m. - Zoom 
 
 
6  District office closed 
 
 
9 Pastors’ Meeting by Zoom starting at 9:30 a.m.  
  Wespath will be in charge for a Benefit Education 
  Event.    
 
19 District Annual Conference will meet by Zoom. 
 
 
October 
 
17 Charge Conferences start and will continue through  
  December 7. 
 
November 
 
24-26 District office closed for Thanksgiving 
 
 
December 
 
23-31 District office closed for Christmas holiday 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
        

 The Social Action Event was our first in-person event for the year and was also a hybrid event with 35 
participating in person and 25 participating virtually.  This was a joint endeavor with the Tennessee Valley 
District UMW and was held on August 14, 2021, at Central UMC in Lenoir City.  Speakers for Climate Justice 
were Heather Bennett Co-Founder of Blessed Earth Southeast, Dale Kaiser, ORNL Climate Research Scientist, 
Retired, and Sandi Byrd, Resource Development Director of Loudon County Habitat for Humanity.  We re-
ceived a lot of information and were encouraged to do our part to care for our planet. 
 

 Several of the Smoky Mountain District UMW attended the August 21, 2021, Zoom with Rev. Leah 
Burns as she presented a two-hour version of Visions and Dreams - The Unfinished Business of an Unfinished 
Church.  We learned that even after 200+ years, we are still facing some of the same obstacles.  Rev. Burns will 
offer the entire 1-1/2 day workshop on October 8 – 9, 2021, via Zoom.  More information will be available soon.  

 I pray that we may love God and love people as we live out the United Methodist Women’s theme, One 
Body, One Spirit! 

 

2022 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2023 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2022 Holston Annual 
Conference Hands-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2022 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)     
   Pack in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid 
  

Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Please deliver your buckets to Fairview UMC, Time and Date will be announced later 
                             (Do not deliver early) 



 

 


