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What are? 
Supply Pastors 

 
 Over the next several months we will be closely observing who we are and what it means to 
be United Methodist.  As we hear of situations taking place within the denomination we will natural-
ly turn to our Book of Discipline to investigate whether or not what is being told is or is not true to 
our theology, practice, and polity.  As takes place in any organized structure, there will challenges to 
what we do so it serves us best to be well informed of our well beloved United Methodist Church. 
 
 During this time I am going to take the opportunity to present various topics that revolve 
around the connections between the conference, district office and the local church, starting with: 
What are Supply Pastors? 
 
 If you search the BOD you will find references to supply preachers, supply pastor, and pulpit 
supply which may or may not provide an ideal interpretation of supply pastors.  Like many other 
subjects in the Discipline one has to look in a somewhat related topic to understand the function of a 
supply pastor, which can be found in ¶ 205.4 under Definition of a Pastoral Charge.  A supply pas-
tor is a layperson, lay minister or lay missioner who is assigned when a church or charge is not able 
to be served by a licensed or ordained pastor.  In most instances this is for a time period of less than 
one year.  If the assignment is to go beyond one year the layperson will begin the process of becom-
ing a certified candidate for ministry.  Supply Pastors are accountable to the district superintendent 
or another ordained or licensed minister.  Unlike licensed and ordained ministers, supply pastors do 
not have sacramental ministry but can administer the sacrament of Holy Communion once they 
have been consecrated by an ordained elder. 
 
 Any district superintendent will tell you that supply pastors are greatly appreciated and val-
ued.  Their services, in most cases, are summoned with very little advance notice and can never be 
predicted.  God’s calling of these special servant leaders within our United Methodist structure is 
what allows our connection to confidently provide a trained and qualified pastor for local churches. 
 
 For more information on becoming a certified lay servant, lay speaker or lay minister please 
contact our Director of Lay Servant Ministries, Alex Wilson at alexjwilson77@gmail.com. 
 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

July 
 2021 
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Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  July 24, 2021—58.31%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Seymour) * Binfield  
Broadway * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground  
* Carpenters * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
Ebenezer * Eden * Fenders   
* Fox * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First 
Green Meadow Hillcrest * Immanuel  
Kodak * Logan’s Chapel * Luretta  
* Martel Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middle Creek * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem  
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) 
Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
* Sand Branch Sevierville, First Seymour 
* Shults Grove St. Mark (K) St. Mark’s (B)  
St. Paul * Trentville Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (S) * Vonore * Walden’s Creek  
* Walland * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Williamson Chapel  * Zion 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain 
District UMW events as well 
as Holston Conference 
UMW events.  We are cur-
rently planning to have  
virtual events through July; 
however, this could change 
depending on the COVID 
vaccine schedule.    
 
August 7, Saturday,  
  CONFERENCE Social Action   
  Workshop, TBD 
August 21, 2021, Saturday,  
    DISTRICT Social Action, Virtual 
    September 18-19, Sat-Sun,  
    CONFERENCE Spiritual Enrich-
ment   CONFERENCE Annual 
Meeting   CONFERENCE Officer 
Training for Districts 
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT   
  Annual Meeting, 

Up-Coming Events 
 

 
August 
 
5 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
17 District Nominations Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
24 District Leadership Team meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
28 In-Person Annual Conference at Meadowview Conference 
  Center in Kingsport 
 
31 District Superintendency Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the 
  District office 
 
September 
 
2 District Finance Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
6 Labor Day-District office closed 
 
9 Pastors’ Meeting at Alcoa, First UMC starting at 9:30 a.m. 
  Wespath will be here for a Benefit Education Event. 
  After lunch Wespath staff will be available for One-
  on-One Consultations 
 
19 District Annual Conference will meet at Maryville, First 
  UMC at 3 p.m. 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

         
 There’s Far More Here Than Meets the Eye was the theme for the United Methodist Women 
Mission u 2021.  The theme was based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, The Message, So we’re not giving up. 
How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the in-
side, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without [God’s] unfolding grace. […] There’s far 
more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we 
can’t see now will last forever.  The studies were very applicable for our lives today:  

We certainly see that There is Far More Here Than Meets the Eye as we live out the United Methodist 
Women’s theme, One Body, One Spirit! 

 

2022 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2023 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2022 Holston Annual 
Conference Hands-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2022 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)     
   Pack in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid 
  

Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Please deliver your buckets to Fairview UMC, Time and Date will be announced later 
                             (Do not deliver early) 


