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Clergy Meetings Resume! 
 

On August 5th we will resume regularly scheduled clergy meetings after a nineteen 
month hiatus.  As we did pre-pandemic, each clergy meeting will earn CEU credit  
towards the required twelve units per quadrennium for full-time pastors.  There are two 
upcoming opportunities you will not want to miss! 
 
August 5 - Leading Today’s Church 
How does the pastor lead in a post-pandemic church?  What is expected of the pastor?  
On August 5th we will welcome our own Rev. Anna Lee as she talks with us about church 
leadership in today’s world. 
 
September 9 - Wespath 
Did you know that depending on when you started ministry you could have up to four 
different plans that make up your retirement portfolio?  Are you saving enough to re-
tire?  Do you know what your retirement portfolio consists of?  Should you be doing 
something outside of the conference’s retirement plan?  On September 9th we will wel-
come representatives from Wespath who will talk with us about available retirement 
benefits and the new retirement plan up for election at the next General Conference.  If 
you remember, we had Wespath come a few years ago to do something similar.  Not only 
will representatives educate us on the different pieces of our retirement plan but will be 
available to offer one on one consultation sessions. 
 
We are registering people for the one on one sessions and space is limited so if you would 
be interested please contact the district office.  Lunch will be provided that day. 
 
It is indeed good to be getting back to in-person gatherings, fellowship, hugging necks 
and shaking hands!  I look forward to seeing you at Annual Conference! 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

July 
 2021 



 

 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  June 24, 2021—50%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel  Bethel (East Knox) * Bethel (Seymour) 
Binfield Broadway * Burnett Memorial 
* Camp Ground * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury Ebenezer * Eden  
* Fenders  * Fox * Friendsville 
* Gatlinburg, First Green Meadow Hillcrest 
Immanuel  Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 
* Luretta * Martel Maryville, First  
* Meadow * Middle Creek * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem  Peck’s Memorial * Philadelphia  
Pigeon Forge, First  Piney Grove * Pleasant Hill (B) 
Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
* Sand Branch Sevierville, First * Shults Grove  
St. Mark (K) St. Mark’s (B) St. Paul  
* Trentville  Trinity Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (S) * Vonore * Walden’s Creek  
* Walland * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Zion 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain 
District UMW events as well 
as Holston Conference 
UMW events.  We are cur-
rently planning to have  
virtual events through July; 
however, this could change 
depending on the COVID 
vaccine schedule.    
 
July 23-24, Fri-Sat, CONFERENCE    
  Mission u, Virtual 
August 7, Saturday,  
  CONFERENCE Social Action   
  Workshop, TBD 
August 21, 2021, Saturday,  
    DISTRICT Social Action, Virtual 
    September 18-19, Sat-Sun,  
    CONFERENCE Spiritual Enrich-
ment   CONFERENCE Annual 
Meeting   CONFERENCE Officer 
Training for Districts 
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT   
  Annual Meeting, 

Up-Coming Events 
 

July 
 
23-24 Holston Conference Mission U Event, Pleasant View UMC, 
  Abingdon, VA 
 
August 
 
5 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
17 District Nominations Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
24 District Leadership Team meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
31 District Superintendency Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the 
  District office 
 
September 
 
2 District Finance Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at the  
  District office 
 
9 Pastors’ Meeting at Alcoa, First UMC starting at 9:30 a.m. 
  Wespath will be here for a Benefit Education Event. 
  After lunch Wespath staff will be available for One-
  on-One Consultations 
 
19 District Annual Conference will meet at Maryville, First 
  UMC at 3 p.m. 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

         
 I get a lot of emails that I really don’t understand why I get them, but recently 
I’ve been getting one called Today’s Quote.  I have to say I actually have enjoyed 
reading these.  Recently I received this quote:  “Marie Curie said, ‘Nothing in life is to 
be feared.  It is only to be understood.’  Marie Curie is best known for her scientific 
breakthroughs in radiation and radioactivity, which won her two Nobel Prizes. Even 
after her husband and research partner Pierre Curie died, Marie carried on their 
work, introducing the first X-ray machines to the frontlines of World War I. She 
spoke these brave words upon discovering that her long-term exposure to radiation 
during her research had given her leukemia. Her rational outlook applies not just to 
science and mortality, but also to life: If we approach the unknown without fear, 
we’re more likely to gain understanding we didn’t have before.”  Maybe that is why 
“fear not” is in the Bible 365 times.  When I remove fear out of a situation, I am truly 
are able to handle things better.  Fear takes away our joy because we cannot enjoy life 
for worrying about “what if”.   
 
 On July 23 – 24, 2021, will be the Holston Conference united Methodist Wom-
en virtual Mission u 2021.  The deadline for registration is July 9.  The online registra-
tion link is https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/2021Missionu.  Studies will be:  

 As we live out the United Methodist Women’s theme, One Body, One Spirit; let 
us also live fearless! 
 
  

https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/2021Missionu


 

 


