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An American Lent 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, immerse us again in the waters of  
repentance. We receive your invitation to return, and to 

rest and to be saved. Return us to Christ, our first love, and 
teach us to abide in the vine. Produce within us the good 

fruit of repentance. Renew our minds with your truth, and 
unify your church. Amen. 

 
 

How has your mind been renewed during this Lenten season? 
How have you returned to Christ, your first love? 

 
 
 

https://repentanceproject.org/index.php/an-american-lent/ 
 

Now through Easter 

March 
 2021 

https://repentanceproject.org/index.php/an-american-lent/


 

 

Latvia, part of the Baltic Region in 

Northern  

Europe, became an EU member on 

May 1, 2004 
Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  February 24, 2021—16.67%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground * Carpenters  
* Cedar Bluff Cokesbury * Eden  
Fairview * Fox * Friendsville  
Immanuel  Kodak * Logan’s Chapel  
Luretta Martel * Meadow 
* New Salem  * Philadelphia Pigeon Forge, First 
Pleasant Hill (K) * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First * Shults Grove St. Mark (K) 
St. Paul Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (S)  
* Vonore  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Zion 

 
 

Latvia District Partnership 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District 

continues in partnership with the United 

Methodist Churches in Latvia. The goal 

this year is to raise funds for pastoral 

support, Wesley Camp Scholarships, and 

Hope House. Speakers are available to 

talk to local churches or small groups in 

those churches. A video and brochure are 

available to introduce or reacquaint our 

local churches with the work in Latvia.  

Richard Rudisell, Chair Latvia Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, March 14 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain District UMW events as 
well as Holston Conference UMW events.  We are 
currently planning to have virtual events through Ju-
ly; however, this could change depending on the 
COVID vaccine schedule.    
 
March 6, Saturday, DISTRICT Officer Training for Local Units, 
Virtual 
  Presidents (10 AM) 
  Treasurers (11 AM) 
April 10, Saturday, DISTRICT Day Apart, Virtual 
April 23-24, Fri-Sat, CONFERENCE RISE, Pigeon Forge 
July 23-24, Fri-Sat, CONFERENCE Mission u, Virtual 
August 7, Saturday, CONFERENCE Social Action Workshop, TBD 
August 21, 2021, Saturday, DISTRICT Social Action, Virtual 
September 18-19, Sat-Sun, CONFERENCE Spiritual Enrichment 
  CONFERENCE Annual Meeting 
  CONFERENCE Officer Training for Districts 
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT Annual Meeting, 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
         

 
 My husband loves to watch shows on television like Unsolved Mysteries and 
Forensic Files.  While I’m not as much into the story of these shows, I do love the sci-
entific aspects.  It fascinates me when they can take one tiny piece of evidence from a 
cold case and analyze it to solve the unknown and recreate what actually happened.  
As I journey through Lent toward Easter, I have been drawn to the song, Evidence, 
by Josh Baldwin.  The song begins, “All throughout my history, your faithfulness has 
walked beside me, the Winter storms made way for Spring, in every season from 
where I’m standing, I see the evidence of your goodness, all over my life, I see your 
promises in fulfillment, all over my life.  Help me remember when I’m weak.  Fear 
may come, but fear will leave.  You lead my heart to victory.  You are my strength 
and You always will be.  See the cross, the empty grave, the evidence is endless.  All 
my sin rolled away because of you, oh Jesus.  Why should I fear?  The evidence is 
here.”  We have all gone through Winter storms and certainly are still going through 
the COVID storm.  But we see the evidence of God’s goodness all over our lives.  His 
promises fulfilled.  We have nothing to fear, He is our strength.  The cross, the empty 
grave is all the evidence we need.  I hope as you journey toward the cross during this 
Lenten season, you will see how Jesus has walked with you throughout your life and 
continues to lead you.  The evidence is here! 
 
 On March 6, the Smoky Mountain District UMW invites all Unit Presidents 
and Treasurers to attend Officers Training via Zoom.  The training will begin at 10 
a.m. and should be complete by Noon.  Invitations will be sent by email.   
 
 Day Apart will be held via Zoom on April 10.  Mitzi Sadler-Thorne will be our 
guest speaker and will speak on her experiences as a Deaconess.  Our hands-on mis-
sion will be monetary donations for Shades of Grace in Kingsport, TN, and Proverbs 
3:27 Mission Center at Hunt Memorial UMC in Bristol, TN.  Both of these ministries 
provide assistance for the homeless and those who find themselves in need of food, 
blankets, showers, shelter and more.     
 
 I see the evidence of God’s goodness, all over the life of United Methodist 
Women.  We have and continue to join together to live out the United Methodist 

Women’s theme, One Body, One Spirit!    


