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February is a special month.  When we were young it was special because of Valentine’s Day and 
the joy found in love and having another reason to eat lots and lots of chocolate.  But as adults, 
the specialness of February can be found in two different events that, initially, does not seem to 
relate to love until you realize what comes or can come.  The first is the beginning of the Holy sea-
son of Lent when we turn our complete focus towards an attitude of spiritual penitence and sacri-
fice; all in preparation to faithfully observe the passion and resurrection of Christ Jesus.  This is 
the Holiest of times in the Christian year. 
 
The second event that makes February so meaningful is the celebration of Black History Month.  
I do not think it to be accidental that the first event coincides with the second because it gives us 
an incredible opportunity to offer our Lenten penitence through an examination of the historical 
wrongs committed upon people of color; wrongs one may not have individually or purposely 
committed, but wrongs every person can repent to on behalf of a nation. 
 
Over the past three months, the Extended Cabinet has been virtually meeting on Monday after-
noon to study, pray, and lament over racism.  It has been a transformational time that continues 
to encourage us to be open and vulnerable to our intentional and unintentional actions.  It is also 
helping us to see what role the church has in racial repentance, healing, and restoration. 
 
We are reminded in our Book of Discipline that, “we (United Methodist Church) recognize rac-
ism as sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of all persons………We commit as the 
Church to move beyond symbolic expressions and representative models that do not challenge 
unjust systems of power and access.” 
 
Starting Monday, February 15th, I want to invite the churches of the Smoky Mountain District to 
join me on a Lenten journey through the history of racism in the United States.  A devotion titled 
An American Lament will guide our learning, prayers, and responses and can be found at https://
repentanceproject.org/index.php/an-american-lent/.  This journey will take us from the Monday 
before Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday and could be an opportunity for Sunday school classes 
or small groups, families, or individuals looking to grow in their spiritual life. 
 
I pray you will join me as we learn, grow, pray, and repent together. 
 
Jason 
 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem.” - Luke 24:46-47 
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Latvia, part of the Baltic Region in 

Northern  

Europe, became an EU member on 

May 1, 2004 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2021 District Ministries  
           (Thru  January 31, 2021—8.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2021 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground * Carpenters  
Cokesbury  * Eden Fairview 
* Fox  * Friendsville * Logan’s Chapel  
Loudon Luretta Martel 
* Philadelphia Pigeon Forge, First Pleasant Hill (K) 
* Roberts * Sand Branch Sevierville, First  
* Shults Grove St. Mark’s (B) St. Mark (K)  
St. Paul Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (S) 
* Vonore  * Zion 

 
 

Latvia District Partnership 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District 

continues in partnership with the United 

Methodist Churches in Latvia. The goal 

this year is to raise funds for pastoral 

support, Wesley Camp Scholarships, and 

Hope House. Speakers are available to 

talk to local churches or small groups in 

those churches. A video and brochure are 

available to introduce or reacquaint our 

local churches with the work in Latvia.  

Richard Rudisell, Chair Latvia Team 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations for 100% of their 
giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
            (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Knox) 
* Bethel (Seymour)  * Binfield * Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground * Carpenters  
* Cedar Bluff  * Cokesbury * Colonial Heights 
* Ebenezer * Eden * Fairview 
* Fox * Friendsville * Gatlinburg 
* Green Meadow * Hillcrest * Immanuel  
* Kodak * Logan’s Chapel * Loudon  
* Luretta * Martel * Maryville, First  
* Meadow * Middle Creek * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem * Peck’s Memorial * Pigeon Forge, First 
* Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S)  
* Roberts * Sand Branch * Sevierville, First  
* Seymour  * Shults Grove * St. John  
* St. Mark’s (B) * St. Mark (K) * St. Paul  
* Sycamore Tree * Trentville * Trinity  
* Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S)  
* Vonore  * Walden’s Creek * Walland  
* Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
        (January 2021) 

 
Happy New Year!  Seems like we have all awaited 2021 like no other new year.  I wish 
you and your family a most wonderful year, abundant blessings and good health. We 
welcome Donna Mosby as our first Black Holston Conference UMW President!  Donna is 
an amazing leader and I am so excited to serve under her leadership.  The Smoky Moun-
tain District United Methodist Women Leadership Team welcomes two new officers in 
2021.  Ginny West Case will be our Education and Interpretation Mission Coordinator 
and Belinda Kenny will be serving on the Committee on Nominations.  We also welcome 
those faithful officers returning to serve in 2021.  The Team’s Planning Session will be 
via Zoom on January 9, 2021, after which we will be able to update everyone on plans for 
the Smoky Mountain District UMW events for the year  
 
In December, my UMW unit held our annual Pledge to Mission Service.  The program 
was from the 2020 – 2021 United Methodist Women Program Book entitled, Knitted To-
gether and Reaching Out”.  Our objective was “to envision God’s kin-dom and see how 
knitting our pledge dollars together can transform the world.”  Our scripture was Mat-
thew 22:36-39, “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  He replied, 
“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:  You 
must love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  For most of us this is a familiar scripture 
and it may be so familiar we don’t ponder it much.  In our meeting, we discussed three 
questions about this scripture.  1.  What would the world look like if we followed the call 
set forth in Matthew 22:39?  2.  Who are our neighbors?  3.  What causes suffering, pain 
or hardship for our neighbors?  We discussed the COVID pandemic and things that have 
changed and caused hardships because of it.  In Darryl W. Stephens’ book which is one 
of our 2021 Mission u studies, Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, he states “Speaking of 
the body of Christ, composed of many members, Paul declares, “if one member suffers, 
all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it”, 1 Co-
rinthians 12:26.  This is true both within and outside the church.  We live in an intercon-
nected world.  The struggles of my neighbor affect me.  As Martin Luther King, Jr. stat-
ed so eloquently, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  We are in it to-
gether, each with different gifts and perspectives.  May we learn from each other and 
witness together, in light of the kin-dom we share as children of God.”  As I have pon-
dered how to love my neighbor as myself, I envision a world without violence, hunger, 
environmental abuse, racism, incarceration and insufficiency.  May 2021 be the year we 
all learn to love our neighbor as ourselves.  What a wonderful year it will be! 
 

How fitting that our United Methodist Women’s theme is, One Body, One Spirit!  Happy 

New Year! 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

     (February 2021) 
 
On a particularly cold and windy afternoon, all I could think about was finishing my walk.  
My pace was quicker than usual and I hardly noticed my surroundings.  Then, my eye caught 
something – something that was different.  Upon closer examination, I realized the daffodils 
had broken through the soil.  They hadn’t been there the day before, or had they?  As I con-
tinued my walk, I gave thanks to God for the promise of Spring, warmer days and the beauty 
of the Earth.  I wondered how many things I miss each day by not paying attention.  Sadly, 
I’m sure there are many.   
 
The Ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos.  Chronos is time in seconds, 
minutes, hours.  Kairos are those moments when time stands still such as when we heed the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.  I like these moments, taking time to notice daffodils just break-
ing through the ground, watching the snow fall or when I heed the call of the Holy Spirit to 
help someone.  The United Methodist Women Prayer Calendar today has as the Mission Fo-
cus, “envisioning a future where no one lives in poverty and every person has the opportunity 
for a positive future”.  As we celebrate Black History Month and the United Methodist Wom-
en Charter for Racial Justice, I have hope for the fulfillment of Isaiah 65:17, I am about to 
create new heavens and a new earth.   Darryl W. Stephens states in his book, Bearing Witness 
in the Kin-dom, “Meaningful participations in God’s will for creation requires us to envision 
God’s justice through the eyes of our neighbors, especially those least well-off, for whom injus-
tice is a constant reality.”  My hope this year is that we will all have kairos moments to envi-
sion a future where poverty, injustice and racism do not exist.       
 
On January 9, the Smoky Mountain District UMW Leadership Team met to plan events for 
the year.  Due to the COVID pandemic, the events will be virtual until it is safe for us to meet-
ing in person.  Our first event will be New Visions which is scheduled for February 27.  Local 
Unit Presidents and Treasurers training will be held via Zoom on March 6.  Day Apart will be 
held on April 10.  More information about these events will be available soon. 
 
As we look back on our past, let us join together to live out the United Methodist Women’s 
theme, One Body, One Spirit!   May you have many kairos moments this year! 

 

Upcoming Smoky Mountain District UMW events as well as Holston 
Conference UMW events.  We are currently planning to have virtual 
events through July; however, this could change depending on the 
COVID vaccine schedule.    
 
 

February 27, Saturday, DISTRICT New Visions, Virtual 
March 6, Saturday, DISTRICT Officer Training for Local Units, Virtual 
  Presidents (10 AM) 
  Treasurers (11 AM) 
April 10, Saturday, DISTRICT Day Apart, Virtual 
April 23-24, Fri-Sat, CONFERENCE RISE, Pigeon Forge 
July 23-24, Fri-Sat, CONFERENCE Mission u, Virtual 
August 7, Saturday, CONFERENCE Social Action Workshop, TBD 
August 21, 2021, Saturday, DISTRICT Social Action, Virtual 
September 18-19, Sat-Sun, CONFERENCE Spiritual Enrichment 
  CONFERENCE Annual Meeting 
  CONFERENCE Officer Training for Districts 
November 6, Saturday, DISTRICT Annual Meeting, 


