
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 in Review 

This past year has been a challenging year for Project 
Crossroads and our communities. With the pandemic our 
whole program has been revised in order to reduce risk of 
catching as well as transmitting COVID-19 to those we 
serve. Because of the severity of the virus we had to 
cancel all our work teams beginning in March of last year 
and limit the services that we could provide. The 
churches who were scheduled to come and serve in 
missions with us understood fully and several had 
already made plans to cancel. The families on our project 
list when contacted understood as well and graciously are 
waiting to see if things improve this year. 

During the year we were able to do some work on our 
trailers and wood splitter because we had some time that 
permitted this. This was timely because we had some 
calls to deliver disaster cleaning buckets and hygiene kits 
as well as pick supplies up from the district offices. 

We limited our rehab ministry to handicap ramp 
construction because we were able to get a grant that 
helped buy materials. We had some local volunteers, 
primarily through Royal Oak Presbyterian Church, that 
helped us build the ramps. We were able to build three 
ramps during this time. 

 

 
 
We also changed an electrical breaker box and meter 
base out for a gentleman. He had been trying to get 
by with only service to one side of his box and 
almost had a fire in his breaker box that damaged 
several breakers when we got the call. Since the box 
was in the basement and there was limited contact, 
we were able to serve him in a critical time in order 
to prevent a fire and restore his service. 
 
We have had some local volunteers, physical 
therapy students and a few individuals from 
churches help split and stack wood so it would be 
ready for delivery this winter to those who depend 
on firewood to help heat their homes. We delivered 
about 40 loads before we ran out of dry wood. 
 

 

 

I am a volunteer member of the Medical Reserve Corps 
of Virginia and in that capacity, I have helped with 
COVID-19 testing in our region beginning in April. I 
have also been involved as a vaccinator at some of the 
vaccination clinics in our region as well. So, on days I’m 
not in the clinic or we are not involved in a home rehab 
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project I am serving in my ministry through this avenue 
to help those directly affected by the COVID-19 crisis 
and hope bring a quicker resolution to the pandemic so 
all lives will become somewhat normal again.  

 

Looking to 2021 

We are scheduling teams for the 2021 season on a limited 
basis at this time. We will schedule some small groups 
later this spring to help with firewood cutting and 
splitting as we have wood available. We are scheduling 
only one group per week for our rehab ministry 
beginning in June and these will be smaller groups 
limited to 15 or less due to state mandates for gatherings 
as well as potential logistical issues. We have not 
received confirmation that churches will be willing to 
house teams this summer, so if not, we will house them 
at the Project House which can house a maximum of 15. 
All of this is in flux as we see how the vaccinations and 
active positive case numbers proceed in late spring.  

We are letting our families know that we will only be 
doing outside rehab this year because of the pandemic in 
order to reduce potential contact and spread of the virus. 

We received a house from the Bank of Marion and have 
received a grant to purchase materials so we will be 
tearing out the floors and cabinets in order to rehab for 
use in our ministry. This will be a guest house where we 
can provide short term housing for students doing clinical 
rotations in our community as well as individuals or 
families that come to serve short term with us in our 
ministries during the year.  

Because we could not receive teams, we also have not 
had the financial resources to draw back on in order to do 
additional outside work apart from ramps this past year. 
This also limits our ability to address such issues this 
year, which includes at this time any request for a 
handicap ramp. The support for me as well as general 
support for Project Crossroads has also been affected and 
at the close of the year, we were down over $20,000 from 
last year’s support. We appreciate any additional support 
that you may be able to provide at this time so we can 
continue to serve as many folks as possible during a 
difficult time. 

Be in prayer for our families and for Project Crossroads 
as we continue to be in service during this pandemic. 

Support 

I appreciate all of the churches that are supporting me 
and Project Crossroads and enable me to be your 
missionary in service. If your church is not presently 
supporting the Project or me, I would appreciate the 
opportunity to come and meet with the church and share 
a presentation on our ministry. We need more supporting 
churches in order to meet our financial obligations as 
well as plan for future growth. 

I am solely dependent on you for my salary and benefits, 
so I covet your continued support and solicit future 
support from churches not yet in a relationship with me 
or Project Crossroads. Some have been supporting 
churches in the past and I would love for you to pick me 
back up as I continue to serve in this valuable 
opportunity of ministry and mission. 

Contact me to schedule a date for me to come and speak 
and share about our work and our mission opportunities 
here at Project Crossroads. You can email me at 
hhowe54@yahoo.com or call me on my cell at 276-685-
6654. Hope to hear from you soon. 

My support number for churches in Holston is: 020 
Project number for churches in Holston is: 047  

Outside Holston and non-Methodist support send to: 
Project Crossroads 136 Snider Branch Rd. Marion, VA 
24354 


