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February 17, 2021   7:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday Service 

* Congregation standing as able 
 

Greeting 

Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? Is not this 

the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 

thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 

yoke?  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring 

the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 

cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then 

your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 

spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of 

the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and 

the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, 

Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing 

of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the 

hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 

shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  

The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 

parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like 

a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 

foundations of many generations; you shall be called the 

repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

 

Opening Prayer 

O almighty, eternal and merciful God, by your beloved Son, our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, you have established the kingdom of 

grace for us in your holy Church on earth that we might believe the 

forgiveness of our sins. Since you are a God who has no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but that they turn from their ways and live, 

graciously forgive us all our sins; through your Son Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 

now and forever. 

 

*Opening Hymn      Take Time to Be Holy #395 vs 1&4 

Scripture Lesson            Joel 2:1-2; 12-17 
 

Message        “Willing Hearts are Holy”           Rev. Rudesill 
 

Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline  

(Please follow the words found on the back of this bulletin.) 
 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

Grant that these ashes will be a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

so that we may remember that it is only by your gracious gift we are 

given eternal life. Through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  
 

Denial of Self and Imposition of the Ashes 

(Drive-thru imposition in a Covid-19 friendly way will be available 

from 5-6 PM and 7:45-8:30 PM Wednesday) 
 

Confession and Pardon:  Lord, so often in the everyday matters 

of living we have allowed ourselves to slip little by little and day 

by day away from the paths You have called us to walk. Forgive 

us, God, and open our spiritual eyes that we might again see 

where we have fallen short, and help us to recommit all that we 

are to being the best servants we can be. In Christ our Lord we 

pray. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Surrender Lord, I Want to be a Christian #402 vs 1&4 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  Heavenly and merciful Father, as we 

enter this season of Lent, we come before you with a humble and 

penitent hearts. We know we don’t live the life you desire for us. 

We know we sin and don’t always follow your path. During this 

season, cleanse our hearts and wash away our sin. Make in us new 

hearts, full of love for you and a desire to more closely walk in your 

way. Lead us to daily commit to you and give you our full hearts. 

May this be a season of salvation and new life in you. All this we 

pray through your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Dismissal in Silence 



 

 

An Invitation to Lenten Discipline 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's 

passion and resurrection. And it became the custom of the Church that 

before the Easter celebration, there should be a forty-day season of 

spiritual preparation. 

 

During this season, converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. 

It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had 

separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by 

penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the 

church. 

 

In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and 

forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the need we all 

have to renew our faith. 

 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the church, to observe a holy Lent: 

 

 By self-examination and repentance; 

 By prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 

 By reading and meditating on God's Holy Word; 

 To make a right beginning of repentance; 

 and, as a mark of your mortal nature, kneeling before your 

creator and redeemer. 

 

 

 

 

Tuckaleechee United Methodist Church extends our 
welcome to all who have joined us tonight. May the 
presence of God be with you this Lent and always! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuckaleechee United Methodist Church 

Ash Wednesday Service 

February 17, 2021 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Rev. Richard Rudesill 

7322 Old Tuckaleechee Road 

Townsend, Tennessee 37882 

865-448-2463 or 865-964-8202 

tuckaleecheeumc91@gmail.com 

www.tuckaleecheeumc.org  

 
 

 

mailto:tuckaleecheeumc91@gmail.com
http://www.tuckaleecheeumc.org/

