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Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 
This year has truly been a year as none other in my lifetime.  Most will say goodbye to 
2020, and look forward to a new and better year in 2021.  But there have been many 
good things that have happened in 2020.  For my family, on February 7, we welcomed a 
new granddaughter into our family.  Children bring such joy to us and we cannot help 
but smile.  The Smoky Mountain District UMW celebrated many firsts in 2020.  We be-
gan the year as with any other year with our New Visions Event on February 8.  Rev. 
Leah Burns was our speaker and encouraged us as she shared “Knowing Our Story:  
Transforming Our World”.  We had no idea COVID was just around the corner and 
how different our lives would be.  As time went on, planned events were cancelled and we 
had to find other ways to keep the work of the United Methodist Women going in a time 
of great need.  We learned how to have Zoom meetings, make facemasks, donated food 
and supplies to Beacon of Hope and have even had our Social Action Event and Annual 
Meetings via Zoom.  We long for the day when we gather together, but for now we wait. 
 
As we enter into the Christmas season, we also enter a time of waiting.  We wait for the 
birth of Jesus, celebrated on December 25.  In our days of waiting, I encourage you to 
ponder the miraculous birth of our Lord.  Even in the midst of a pandemic, there is Je-
sus.  I love Zach Williams and Dolly Parton’s song, There Was Jesus.  The refrain says 
“In the waiting, in the searching, in the healing, in the hurting, like a blessing buried in 
the broken pieces, every minute, every moment, of where I’ve been, or where I’m going, 
even when I didn’t know it or couldn’t see it, there was Jesus.”  No matter what we went 
through in 2020 and no matter where we will go in 2021, we can know for sure that Jesus 
will be with us.  It is my prayer that in 2021, we will be healed from the sickness of 
COVID, healed from racism and division and truly love our neighbors as ourselves.  
That’s a pretty big prayer, but with God’s help all things are possible. 
 
Let us truly live out our United Methodist Women’s theme, One Body, One Spirit!  “God 
of justice, God of mercy you called your children the light of the world.  We pray unto 
you, God, to shine on us so that we may reflect the light of justice and peace and lead 
your people to do good through Christ, the way and truth leading to heaven.  Amen.” 
May you have a very Merry Christmas and safe, healthy Happy New Year! 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  November 24, 2020—91.63%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) 
* Binfield * Broadway * Burnett Memorial 
* Camp Ground * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
* Cokesbury Ebenezer * Eden  
Fairview  * Fox * Friendsville  
* Gatlinburg * Hillcrest * Immanuel  
Kodak * Logan’s Chapel * Luretta  
* Martel * Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middlesettlements * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope * New Salem * Peck’s Memorial 
* Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (K) 
* Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First  * Shults Grove * St. Mark’s (B)  
* St. Mark (K) St. Paul * Trentville  
* Trinity  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Vonore  * Walden’s Creek * Walland  
* Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 


