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Moravian Love Feast and Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
 

Welcome                                               Pastor Richard Rudesill 

 

The Call to Worship                           Pastor Richard Rudesill 

Leader: If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there 
is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and compassion, 
Congregation: Make joy complete by being of the same 
mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on 
one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, 
but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another 
as more important than himself, 
Leader: Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus 
Congregation: It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 
Leader: Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 
Congregation: Therefore, also God highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who 
are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 

Prayer                                                   Pastor Richard Rudesill 

 
 

 
Special Music                                                           Jeff Jopling 

 

Scripture                                                     Rev. William Brickey 

 

Message                                                       Rev. William Brickey 

 

Special Music                                                         Jeff Jopling 

 

Blessing of the Meal                         Pastor Richard Rudesill 

 

Making of the Meal                                 
During the making of your meal, you are asked to contemplate 
silently the goodness of God, to be attentive to God and reflect 
upon your response to God. Use this time to rejoice in the 
fellowship that we have had around Jesus’ table. Allow His 
presence to minister to you during this quiet time. As you 
prepare to be fed, prepare to be fed spiritually as well. 
 

Directions for a Covid-19 Love Feast          Pastor Rudesill 

 
Nobody wanted to have this year’s Love Feast in a virtual 
format. We all look forward to the rolls and hot chocolate. But 
maybe this is a good time to look inward this year and 
contemplate the goodness of God in a difficult year. We 
encourage you to celebrate at home, having made your own 
rolls and hot chocolate. But we also urge you to remember the 
goodness of God in your community and community of faith as 
we finish this amazingly different year.  
 

Words of Praise and Testimony 
 
Closing Hymn                                     “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Prayer…Eternal God, thank you for your love, which inspires 

our own love. Empower us to have the same mind in us that 
was in Christ Jesus, so that love, unity, and hope may fill our 
world. Amen. 
 



“The Love Feast” 
 

The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling meals 
Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry and expressing the koinonia 
(community and fellowship) enjoyed by the family of Christ. The modern history 
of the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf and the Moravians in 
Germany introduced a service of sharing food, prayer, religious conversation, 
and hymns in 1727.  John Wesley first experienced it among the Moravians in 
Savannah, Georgia, ten years later. Wesley noted in his diary, “after evening 
prayers, we joined with the Germans in one of their love Feasts. It was begun 
and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so decent and 
solemn a manner as to be worthy of Christ”. We gather tonight to share sweet 
breads recalling the sweetness of our lives in Christ and warm drinks recalling 
the warmth of our fellowship. We go from this place taking that sweetness into 
a hurting and bitter world.  

 
Mary’s Recipe for Love Feast Rolls 

1 Cup Hot Mashed Potatoes (Unseasoned) 
½ Cup Scalded Milk    
1 Cup Sugar 
½ Cup Butter or Margarine 
2 Eggs (Beaten) 
Flour for Soft Dough, about 1½ lb. 
¼ teaspoon Nutmeg 
2 teaspoons chopped Orange Rind (Fresh) food processor is best 
2 teaspoons chopped Lemon Rind (Fresh) food processor is best 
2 Packages Yeast 
½ teaspoon Mace 
½ Cup Water (Warm) 
 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cream butter and sugar together, add mashed potatoes and mix 
well. Add lukewarm milk and eggs mix well. Dissolve yeast in warm water and add to 
mixture. Combine seasonings, flavors, rinds and add to mixture, stir thoroughly. Add  
2 ½ cups flour to make a soft dough. Knead on a well floured table, form into a ball and 
place in a greased bowl. Cover and let rise in a warm place until double in size. Punch 
down and let rise again 5 to 10 minutes. Flour hands well (dough is sticky) form into 
small balls about 3 oz. each and place on cookie sheet. Slash top with razor blade to 
release air. Cover and let rise 15 – 20 minutes. Bake until golden brown approximately 
15 to 20 minutes. 

 
Thank you for celebrating Tuckaleechee UMC’s 44th Annual Christmas 
“Love Feast”.  We hope that this service helped draw you closer with God 
and with each one here. 

 
Everyone Invited. . . 

Christmas Eve Service     Thursday Dec. 24th at 10:00 pm. 
Drop-In Communion     Thursday Dec. 31st from 6:00-8:00 pm. 
Weekly Services of Worship     Sundays at 8:30 am & 10:45 am. 
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Tuckaleechee United Methodist Church 
7322 Old Tuckaleechee Road 
Townsend, Tennessee  37882 

tuckaleecheeumc91@gmail.com 
tuckaleecheeumc.org 

865-448-2463 
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