
 

 

The  Smoky Mountain District 

Mary Virginia Taylor - Resident Bishop 
Reverend Jason N. Gattis, Sr. - District Superintendent 

Superintendent’s E-mail: jasongattis@holston.org - Web Site: http://holston.org/smokymtndistrict 
Cheryl Thompson - Administrative Assistant  

E-mail: cherylthompson@holston.org / Office-Phone: (865) 982-1427 * Fax: (865) 981-7470 

As we enter the next two months, we are called to remember our obligation and duty to God through the 
principles we adhere to as members of a faith community. These principles call us to a great commitment 
of witnesses to the gospel in our day to day life and work. I want to encourage you to read through these 
social principles as found in Part V of The Book of Discipline and offer this daily prayer. 
 

God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, call us by grace  
to be renewed in the image of our Creator, that we may be one 
in divine love for the world.  
 

Today is the day 
God cares for the integrity of creation,  
wills the healing and wholeness of all life,  
weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness.  
And so shall we.  
 

Today is the day 
God embraces all hues of humanity,  
delights in diversity and difference,  
favors solidarity transforming strangers into friends.  
And so shall we.  
 

Today is the day 
God cries with the masses of starving people,  
despises growing disparity between rich and poor,  
demands justice for workers in the marketplace.  
And so shall we.  
 

Today is the day 
God deplores violence in our homes and streets,  
rebukes the world’s warring madness,  
humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly.  
And so shall we.  
 

Today is the day 
God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace,  
celebrates where justice and mercy embrace,  
exults when the wolf grazes with the lamb.  
And so shall we.  
 

Today is the day 
God brings good news to the poor,  
proclaims release to the captives, gives sight to the blind, and 
sets the oppressed free.  
And so shall we.  1 
 

Amen.  
 

   
                     1 The Book of Discipline, 2016, pg. 146    
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     Up-Coming Events 
 

Pastors our Christmas Banquet  
scheduled for December 10, 2020,  

has been cancelled. 
 
 
  

Don’t Forget when you need to bring  
Your Charge Conference material  

to the District Office 
please call first because we will need to 
 let you into the building. The reception  
is now working again in the office, so if  
she is here just ring the buzzer and she 

can let you in. The codes for the  
door are no longer working at this time.  

 
It is very important to have all papers  
signed by the appropriate person since  

we are doing Charge Conferences  
by Zoom this year 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  September, 2020—75%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) * Binfield 
Broadway * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground  
* Carpenters * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
Ebenezer * Eden * Fox  
* Friendsville * Gatlinburg Green Meadow 
Hillcrest * Immanuel Kodak  
* Logan’s Chapel  Loudon * Luretta  
* Martel Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middlesettlements * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope * New Salem Peck’s Memorial  
Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) Pleasant Hill (K)  
* Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First  * Shults Grove St. Mark’s (B)  
St. Mark (K) St. Paul * Trentville  
* Trinity  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Vonore  * Walland * Wears Valley  
* Webb’s Creek  * Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Charge Conference Schedule 
 Smoky Mountain District 
 
 Because of Covid-19 we will be having 
our Charge Conferences this year by ZOOM.  
Information to come later for these meetings. 
 
 
 
Sunday, October 18, 3:00 p.m. 
 Bethel (Seymour)     /     Colonial Heights 
 Hillcrest     /     Mountain View 
 New Salem     /     Seymour   
     Sevierville Parish 
 
 
Sunday, October 25, 3:00 p.m. 
 Bethel (East Knox) 
 Beulah/French Broad     /     Kodak 
 Piney Grove     /     Pleasant Hill (Knox) 
 Sand Branch     /     St. Paul (East) 
 Trentville 
 
 
Sunday, November 1, 3:00 p.m. 
 Axley’s Chapel     /     Fenders 
 Loudon     /     Martel 
 Meadow     /     New Hope 
 Oakland     /     Philadelphia 
 Pleasant Hill (Roane) 
 Trinity     /     Vonore 
 
Sunday, November 8, 3:00 p.m. 
 Binfield     /     Carpenters 
 Fairview     /     Friendsville 
 Green Meadow     /     Immanuel 
 Middlesettlements     /     St. Mark’s (Blount) 
 Sycamore Tree     /     Union Grove (Blount) 
 Williamson Chapel 
 
 
Sunday, November 15, 3:00 p.m. 
 Alcoa, First     /     Broadway 
 Camp Ground     /     Logan’s Chapel 
  Maryville, First     /     Peck’s Memorial 
     Pleasant Hill (Blount)     /     St. John 
 Tuckaleechee    /    Walland  /  Asbury 
 
 
Sunday, November 22, 3:00 p.m. 
 Cokesbury     /     Ebenezer 
 St. Mark (Knox)     /     Zion 
 
 
 



 

 

Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

 It has always amazed me to see pictures of women carrying huge vessels of water 
on their heads.  I mean, can you imagine how heavy those must be?  I imagine their necks 
and backs aching after carrying all that weight for miles.  Water - we don’t think much 
about it most days, do we?  We simply decide to wash dishes, clothes, cars or ourselves 
and turn the faucet and there it is, unlimited, clean water.  Easy, right?  Well, it is not so 
easy for some to have a clean, available source of water.  We read in Exodus 2:15b – 22, 
how Moses helped the women who came to draw water for their father’s flock but were 
driven away by shepherds.  Moses defended them and they were able to complete their 
chore in a shorter than usual amount of time, maintaining the dignity of their labor and 
exercising their right to the well.  Water is essential for our life.  Without it, we simply 
would not exist.  Claims to water rights have been challenged throughout history.  Today, 
in the United States we face an ever-growing problem of clean water.  Some states cannot 
or will not provide clean water to those who live on the margins of society.  Jessica Stone-
cypher describes our primary vocation as humans to be “the collective work with other 
members of the creation” that cares for ourselves and creation.  Lisa Nichols, Deaconess, 
serving as Church and Community Worker Missionary at Jubilee Project, shared with 
the Smoky Mountain District UMW Leadership Team last December that clean water is 
a growing need for the people served by Jubliee.  I encourage you to think of ways to help 
those who face extreme poverty and are desperate for clean water, something most of us 
take for granted.   
 

 The Smoky Mountain District UMW Social Action Event which featured human 
trafficking was held via Zoom on August 22, 2020.  We had 62 views on Saturday and a 
total of 879 since the live stream ended!  Our guest speakers were Will and Katie Boggs 
from Raising a Voice and Rana Zakaria, Community Coalitition Against Human Traf-
ficking.  This was our first combined event with the Tennessee Valley District UMW and 
was very successful.  Raising a Voice was our hands-on project and monetary donations 
were accepted.  The recorded event is available for viewing on the Smoky Mountain Dis-
trict UMW Facebook page as well as our website, http://www.smokymountainumw.org.   
 

 Let us join together, One Body, One Spirit!  Together we can overcome all that 
divides us so that all may be able to live with dignity and enjoy full rights as human be-
ings.  May God bless you as you journey down this path called life!  
 

http://www.smokymountainumw.org

