
The  Smoky Mountain District 

Mary Virginia Taylor - Resident Bishop 
Reverend Jason N. Gattis, Sr. - District Superintendent 

Superintendent’s E-mail: jasongattis@holston.org - Web Site: http://holston.org/smokymtndistrict 
Cheryl Thompson - Administrative Assistant  

E-mail: cherylthompson@holston.org / Office-Phone: (865) 982-1427 * Fax: (865) 981-7470 

 

VIRTUAL DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

District Conference for the Smoky Mountain District is set for September 20, 2020 at 
3:00pm.  This year’s conference will take place via Zoom where we will vote on items per-
taining to our ministry and order for 2021.  The district conference secretary will take at-
tendance through the Zoom chat section where each voting member will enter his or her 
name.  Per the procedures found in the annual conference by-laws, the voting members of 
the district conference "shall include the local church lay leader; chair of the administra-
tive council or administrative board and council on ministries; presidents of United Meth-
odist Youth, United Methodist Women, and United Methodist Men; Diaconal ministers 
and pastors serving within the district.  
 
One of the voting items is the election of our district at-large members to annual confer-
ence.  With this year being a virtual conference, our election will be handled differently.  
As in previous years, there will be a list of individuals nominated before district confer-
ence and we will accept any additional nominations from the floor.  Nominations from the 
floor will be done through the chat section.  Once a name has been raised the district su-
perintendent will call for the individual to speak on behalf of the person they are nominat-
ing. 
 
The conference secretary will collect the names nominated from the floor and include 
them with the pre-conference nominations in a ballot that will be sent via email to each 
attending voting lay member.  Ones without an email address will need to provide their 
mailing address to the conference secretary.  All ballots will need to be returned to the 
conference secretary by noon on Monday, September 28th. 
 
The Zoom meeting can be found at https://zoom.us/j/93628870056.  For further participa-
tion instructions please contact the district office. The following link is a video explaining 
how this Zoom meeting will work for our District Conference. https://youtu.be/
Dyh_7NOp3d0 
 
 

 
Grace & Peace, 
 

Jason 

September 2020 

https://zoom.us/j/93628870056
https://youtu.be/Dyh_7NOp3d0
https://youtu.be/Dyh_7NOp3d0


     Up-Coming Events 
 
 
 
September 
 
7 District Office closed-Labor Day 
 
20  District Annual Conference this year will be a ZOOM  

  meeting starting at 3 p.m. Information to come   
  later for this meeting. 
 
  
 

 
Don’t Forget when you need to bring  
Your Charge Conference material  

to the District Office 
please call first so we can give  

you the code to get into the building.  
It is very important to have all papers  
signed by the appropriate person since  

we are doing Charge Conferences  
by Zoom this year 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  August 27, 2020—66.65%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground * Carpenters  
* Cedar Bluff Cokesbury Ebenezer  
* Eden  * Fox * Friendsville  
* Gatlinburg Hillcrest * Immanuel  
Kodak * Logan’s Chapel Loudon  
Luretta * Martel Maryville, First  
* Meadow * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem 
Peck’s Memorial Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B)
Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
* Sand Branch Sevierville, First * Shults Grove  
St. Mark’s (B) St. Mark (K) St. Paul  
Sycamore Tree  * Trentville * Trinity  
Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) * Vonore  
* Walland  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Charge Conference Schedule 
 Smoky Mountain District 
 
 Because of Covid-19 we will be having 
our Charge Conferences this year by ZOOM.  
Information to come later for these meetings. 
 
 
Sunday, September 27, 3:00 p.m. 
 Fairgarden Circuit 
 Gatlinburg, First/Huskey’s Grove 
 Middle Creek        /        Pigeon Forge, First 
 Pittman Center Circuit 
 Sevierville Circuit     /     Sevierville Parish 
 Sevierville First     /     Wears Valley 
 
Sunday, October 18, 3:00 p.m. 
 Bethel (Seymour)     /     Colonial Heights 
 Hillcrest     /     Mountain View 
 New Salem     /     Seymour 
 
Sunday, October 25, 3:00 p.m. 
 Asbury     /     Bethel (East Knox) 
 Beulah/French Broad     /     Kodak 
 Piney Grove     /     Pleasant Hill (Knox) 
 Sand Branch     /     St. Paul (East) 
 Trentville 
 
Sunday, November 1, 3:00 p.m. 
 Axley’s Chapel     /     Fenders 
 Loudon     /     Martel 
 Meadow     /     New Hope 
 Oakland     /     Philadelphia 
 Pleasant Hill (Roane) 
 Trinity     /     Vonore 
 
Sunday, November 8, 3:00 p.m. 
 Binfield     /     Carpenters 
 Fairview     /     Friendsville 
 Green Meadow     /     Immanuel 
 Middlesettlements     /     St. Mark’s (Blount) 
 Sycamore Tree     /     Union Grove (Blount) 
 Williamson Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 15, 3:00 p.m. 
 Alcoa, First     /     Broadway 
 Camp Ground     /     Logan’s Chapel 
  Maryville, First     /     Peck’s Memorial 
     Pleasant Hill (Blount)     /     St. John 
 Tuckaleechee     /     Walland 
 
Sunday, November 22, 3:00 p.m. 
 Cokesbury     /     Ebenezer 
 St. Mark (Knox)     /     Zion 
 



Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 

Last week I received my copy of the United Methodist Women Program Book for 2020-2021, Knitted To-
gether for God’s Good Work.  As I turned the pages to see the program topics, I could envision ways that 
community could be knitted together.  Our purpose calls for us to be a community:  The organized unit of 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.  Our vision is to 
turn faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world.  How do 
we live the vision?  The new Program Book offers, “We provide opportunities and resources to grow spir-
itually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith into action.  We are organized for growth, with 
flexible structures leading to effective witness and action.  We equip women and girls around the world to 
be leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, governments and churches.  We work for justice 
through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems. We provide educa-
tional experiences that lead to personal change in order to transform the world.”  As we seek ways to stay 
connected and fulfill our United Methodist Women purpose in these seemingly never-ending days of so-
cial distancing, I encourage you to stay connected through creative ways and to continue to be involved in 
community.  Now more than ever, those who live on the margins of society and those who now find them-
selves on the margins, need our help.  Let us truly be knitted together through our prayers and actions so 
that no one will be left out. 
 
As I write this, it is uncertain whether the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women Social Ac-
tion Event scheduled for August 22, 2020, at 10 a.m., will be live streamed or a Zoom meeting.  We origi-
nally planned to live stream from Central United Methodist Church in Lenoir City but now we are not 
sure that will be possible.  As soon as a decision is made, I will email all the Unit Presidents and let them 
know.  This event is planned to be a combined event with the Tennessee Valley District United Methodist 
Women focusing on Human Trafficking.  Raising a Voice is the keynote speaker and our hands-on-
mission project.  We are asking that donations be made directly to Raising A Voice, 1209 E. Magnolia  
Avenue, Knoxville, TN  37917, www.raisingavoice.org. 
 
As we come together, I pray that we will tune our ear to hear the cry of the needy; that our hearts will be 
knitted together, One Body, One Spirit! and that we might overcome division so that all may see Christ’s 
grace through our witness of love and action. Please stay well and safe and may God richly bless  

http://www.raisingavoice.org

