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In-Person Gatherings 
 
Last week Bishop Taylor named a COVID-19 task force that has begun work on a process 
for in-person gatherings that will be faithful and safe.  Those two words are key to what 
we look to prioritize over the next few weeks and months.  We want to be faithful to our 
call as a church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  At 
the same time, with an active viral pandemic on hand we want to live up to our calling by 
being as safe as possible. 
 

More details will come from the task force but I can share that June 14th is our target date 
to gradually begin gathering in-person starting with drive-in or outdoor services.  While 
that is the target date it does not mean churches have to start that day.  Before any church 
can move to an in-person service, a plan is to be submitted for approval to the district  
office which will need to contain the guidelines provided by the Center for Disease Control 
regarding social distancing and sanitization.  Some other initial items that need to be  
included are: 
Usage of face coverings at all times. 
Sanitization protocols after each gathering. 
Process to document everyone in attendance. 
Social Distancing of family units (6 feet). 
No congregational singing.  
Encouragement of people to remain home if symptomatic or fall under the vulnerable  
 category. 
Protocol if an attender tests positive for COVID-19. 
 

The district office will continue to monitor case numbers in counties that make up the 
Smoky Mountain District.  If hot spots develop in specific areas, the district office will 
communicate with churches who may have to temporarily cease in-person gatherings.  
Again, faithful and safe are our priorities so we will take necessary steps to stay true to our 
focus. 
 

Friends, this is a cautious step forward in regathering, but one that will require patience, 
flexibility, and trust.  Trust is tough to come by these days, so I ask for your prayers as we 
work to rely on each another to be faithful, yet also safe in expressing our love and honor 
to God through Jesus Christ in worship. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

June 2020 



     Up-Coming Events 
 
June 
 
3 Hands on Mission - Please deliver your buckets to  
  Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry, Maryville,  
  between 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
7-10 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska NC - Postponed 
 
7 Pre-Conference Briefing  
 
23 District Committee on Ministry meeting 2 p.m. in Large 
  Conference room at the District office 
 
24  Moving Day for Transitioning Pastors 
 
27 Virtual Annual Conference - 1:00 p.m. 
 
July 
 
5 First Sunday for Pastors in new Appointment 
 
30 Pastors Summer Picnic at Kodak UMC starting at 6 p.m. 
 
August 
 
20  Pastors Meeting 10:00 a.m. in the Event Center at the  
  District office 
 
September 
 
7 District Office closed-Labor Day 
 
20 District Annual Conference at Maryville, First UMC  
  at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  May 28, 2020—41.67%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) Binfield  
Broadway * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground 
Carpenters * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
Ebenezer  * Eden * Fox  
* Friendsville  * Getlinburg Hillcrest  
Immanuel Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 
Luretta * Martel Maryville, First  
* Meadow  * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem 
Peck’s Memorial Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B)
Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
Sevierville, First * Shults Grove St. Mark (Knox)  
St. Mark’s (Blount)  * Trentville Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B) * Vonore * Webb’s Creek  
* Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Important Dates -  
 Annual Conference 

 
COVID-19 task force created 

 Church buildings remain closed 

 Book of Reports posted May 27 

 Pre-Conference Briefing video on June 7 

 Virtual Clergy Session on June 8 

 Moving day for clergy on June 24 

 Virtual Annual Conference on June 27 
 
This year, I am suggesting that if you cannot 

attend a virtual Annual Conference due to the 

inability to access the internet, then you have 

some alternatives: 

 Could you go to the home of a fellow 

church member that does have an internet con-

nection and a computer or tablet that would 

allow you to attend? 

 Could you find a place in your community 

that provides free internet access? A parking 

lot at a fast food restaurant? 

 Does your church have an internet connec-

tion? 

 Although I have not spoken yet with the 

District Superintendents, is there a connection 

possibility at a district office? 

 Is there some church on one of the mission-

al hubs that would allow you access to their 

internet signal? 

Barring all the above suggestions, if you cannot 

gain access to the internet, then I need for you 

to consider passing the privilege of serving as a 

delegate to the Annual Conference along to 

someone else in your church that can access 

this event. I want every delegate to be able to 

represent his or her charge and every charge to 

have a delegate. 

 

Thanks to all that are current with minister’s 
dues! Dues run from July 2019-June 2020. 
 
Stuart Albee  Charles Ledger 
Kristie Banes  David Lord   
Parker Benson  Charles Maynard  
Todd Chancey  Catherine Nance  
Barbara Clark  Valerie Ohle   
Amy Cook  Timothy Paul   
Gery Dingman  Mickey Rainwater  
Betty Furches  Laura Rasor   
Susan Groseclose Nickie Simmons  
Timothy Hankins Ken Tucker 
Brian Inman  Nancy Twigg 
Jeff Lambert  Monty Walton 
Anne Lee  Charles Wender 
Susana Lopez  Steve Yeaney 



Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 
 I have enjoyed the opportunity lately to ponder.  You see most of the time, my 
mind is so preoccupied with the endless list of things I need to accomplish; pondering 
is a luxury I don’t usually allow myself.  But, during these days of social distancing I 
have been able to accomplish most of my to-do list and I have allowed myself time to 
ponder things.  I find it quite amazing all the things I have learned while pondering.  
I’m not much of a bird watcher, but my husband is, so I have been joining him in the 
afternoons to observe the many species of birds that flock to our feeders and bird 
baths.  One such afternoon, I observed a robin bathing.  It seemed to be a spectacular 
event for the bird and once accomplished, it flew up to the fence to continue grooming.  
That simple event seemed to bring such joy to the bird.  I thought about my own abil-
ity to bathe daily and the privilege of having running water adjusted to just the right 
temperature.  I thought of how I feel afterward and how it prepares me for the day 
ahead.  There are many who do not have that privilege, the homeless, those who live in 
areas of extreme drought, those…  We are told in 1 Peter 3:18,Grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I like to think that in some ways, 
my pondering brings about knowledge and that I will truly grow in grace along the 
way.  
 
I am sad to announce that the Smoky Mountain District UMW Day Apart at Green 
Meadow UMC on June 27, 2020, has been cancelled.  With all the uncertainty of meet-
ing together due to the HOVID-19 pandemic, we have decided that cancelling the 
event would be the best decision.  The items for our hands-on-mission project, Beacon 
of Hope, were collected on May 17, 2020, at Green Meadow UMC. 
 
The Fall seems to be the time when many of our postponed activities will resume.  
With that hope, the Smoky Mountain District UMW Social Action Event is planned 
for August 22, 2020, at Central United Methodist Church in Lenoir City.  This will be 
a combined event with the Tennessee Valley District UMW.  Our topic will be human 
trafficking.   
 
As we face these challenging times, I encourage you to remember that we continue to 
be, One Body, One Spirit, even as for now we must continue to remain apart.  Now 
may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.  May God bless 

you and keep you!   

 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest  

Continuing Education Update News: 

 
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=c42a6ee0383db94e96dfc29e5207c16b  

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=c42a6ee0383db94e96dfc29e5207c16b

