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Amy and I attended The Compassionate Friends (TCF) National Conference last month in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  TCF 
is an international organization that “provides highly personal comfort, hope, and support to every family experiencing the 
death of a son or a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better assist the grieving family.”¹  If you 
are familiar with Stephen Ministries you will notice some similarities in its founding.  Over 40 years ago a chaplain at the 
Warwickshire Hospital in England faced having to minister to two sets of grieving parents.   He soon realized that the 
support they gave each other was better than anything he, as a chaplain, could ever say or provide.  Meeting around a 
kitchen table, the two families were joined by a bereaved mother and the chaplain, Simon Stephens, and The Society of the 
Compassionate Friends was born.  The Compassionate Friends spread to other countries and was established in the United 
States in 1978 in Illinois.  Amy and I have become an active part of the Knoxville Chapter which meets on the second 
Sunday of each month at Second United Methodist Church. 

 

The conference was attended by close to 1,500 fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers and grandparents.  Keynote speakers talked 
on various topics throughout the weekend and participants could choose from over 100 workshops to attend such as How to 
Find Purpose After Your Child’s Suicide, The Gifts of Grief, Healing the Family Circle: How To Live With Each Other 
While Grieving, and Getting and Choosing A Memorial Tattoo: Dos and Don’ts. 

 

In addition to the workshops, you could participate in a number of open share groups.  One such group Amy and I noticed 
and found intriguing was, “Healing When Faith is Not an Option.”  So, we attended……..incognito.  We have said to 
ourselves over and over again that we don’t know how people can make it through a tragic loss, much less any loss, without 
faith.  We didn’t share that I was a Christian minister because we wanted to hear how unbelievers perceive the Christian 
faith and other faith traditions.  It was an interesting and enlightening two hours as we sat and listened.  There were a couple 
of times we felt offended, but for the most part, we found ourselves agreeing with what they shared.  I have to admit that I 
couldn’t leave without saying anything so towards the end of the session I offered a few words.  I can’t remember exactly 
what I said but the facilitator, a stout atheist, said, “What wonderful words to end our time with!”  They would have been 
devastated knowing it came from a United Methodist minister! 

 

One of the comments we found offensive was when a person said, “it’s an easy way out to throw your pain and sadness on 
something that’s invisible.”  I wanted to fire back, “Easy way out?!  You think having faith is the easy way out?!”  I would 
argue the contrary.  Giving up on my faith would be the easy way out.  Settling on an easy answer would be the easy way 
out.  Putting my head before my heart would be the easy way out.  All I could think about was, “Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing me.”² 

 

There are and will be many times in life when we will not be able to see, to hear, to know, or to understand.  And that’s ok.  
It may not be the right time and may never be the right time during our life on earth.  It doesn’t mean that the answer is not 
there, it’s just not there for us to see.   

 

That’s faith.  Knowing there is an answer but having peace that you can’t quite figure it out.  And you know it’s faith when 
it’s NOT easy at all. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Jason 
 

¹  TCF mission statement 
²  John 20:29 



     Up-Coming Events 
 
 

August 
 
6 District Nomination Committee meeting at 7 p.m. in large 
  conference room at the District office. 
 

13 District Leadership Team meeting at 7 p.m. in large conference 
  room at the District office. 
 

15 Change for Children Grant Deadline 
 

18 SPR Training at Sevierville, First UMC at 3 p.m. 
 

20 District Superintendency Committee meeting at 7 p.m. in large 
  conference room at the District office. 
 

25 SPR Training at Maryville, First UMC in Wesley Hall at 3 p.m. 
 

27 District Finance Committee meeting at 7 p.m. in large  
  conference room at the District office. 
 
 

September  
 
2 District office closed -  
 
 

17 Clergy Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Event Center at the District 
  office. This will be Missional Hub Training 
 

22 District Conference at 3 p.m. at Cokesbury UMC 
 
29 First Charge Conference with the Sevier Missional Hub Group 
  at Sevierville, First UMC at 3 p.m.  
  (See Charge Conference Schedule on page 4) 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2019 District Ministries  
           (Thru July 29, 2019—58.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2019 District Ministries paid) 
 

* Asbury  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (K)  
* Bethel (L)  Broadway * Burnett Memorial  
* Camp Ground  Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury  Ebenezer * Eden 
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First 
Hillcrest  * Immanuel Kodak  
* Logan’s Chapel  Loudon Luretta  
* Martel  Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middle Creek  * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel  * New Hope * New Salem  
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Piney Grove  
* Pleasant Hill (B)  Pleasant Hill  (K) * Pleasant Hill (R)  
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts * Sand Branch 
Sevierville, First  Seymour * Shults Grove 
St. John  St. Mark’s (B) St. Mark (K) 
St. Paul  * Trentville Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B)  * Vonore * Walland  
* Wears Valley  * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest  

Continuing Education Update News: 
https://www.robly.com/archive?

id=f832fabe69fdde040e236a7f09bb4aa5  

 
 
Latvia District Partnership 
 

 The Maryville District continues in 

partnership with the United Methodist 

Churches in Latvia. The goal this year is to 

raise funds for pastoral support, Wesley 

Camp Scholarships, and Hope House. 

Speakers are available to talk to local 

churches or small groups in those churches. 

A video and brochure are available to intro-

duce or reacquaint our local churches with 

the work in Latvia.  

Richard Rudisell, Chair Latvia Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change For Children Grants 

 August 15, 2019 is the deadline for 

Change for Children Grant  and Training 

Scholarship. I have copies of the updated 

guidelines and application for the program 

grants and training scholarships here in the 

District office if you need a copy.  

 

https://www.robly.com/archive?id=f832fabe69fdde040e236a7f09bb4aa5
https://www.robly.com/archive?id=f832fabe69fdde040e236a7f09bb4aa5


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 

 I had one of those days yesterday, you know how it goes from the beginning to the end of the day, nothing but 
chaos and interruptions.  I had my day planned exactly how I thought it should go.  After all, I had much to accom-
plish.  It was only a few days until Mission u and all those last-minute details had to be finalized.  My granddaughter’s 
entry into preschool was brand new and all the rescheduling that entails.  I could certainly handle all I had to do that 
day.  Until, it began - my car began making a funny noise which only got worse as the morning went along.  I called 
my mechanic and was to bring my car in to let him look at it as soon as I picked my granddaughter up from school.  I 
was hoping for the best, just a little interruption to my day and I would get back on my schedule.  Then there was an 
urgent call for help from Sharon Earl at Wesley House.  She needed lunches for the last 9 days of school and didn’t 
know how she was going to provide them, so she turned to the United Methodist Women.  I told her as soon as I could 
I would send out a plea.  From the time I left the school, my phone began to explode with calls, texts and emails.  My 
mechanic asked if I needed to take any of those calls as he explained what was wrong with my car and that I would not 
be able to drive it.  Since, I had to have transportation to Abingdon for Mission u, a rental car was the logical option, 
alas more confusion.  Finally, with the rental car secured and a quick check of my email revealed that in all my chaos, 
God had been very busy in my life.  He had provided through the generosity of the Smoky Mountain District United 
Methodist Women, 5 of the 9 meals needed for Wesley House!  I had transportation and all the important things of the 
day were provided.  In our busyness, chaos, confusion and challenges, He is there, He provides.  Jude 24 states, Now to 
him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with re-
joicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power and authority, before all 
time and now and forever.  Amen.”  I did not get all my to-do list done that day, but God used me to do the things that 
He needed me to do.  For that I am most thankful. 
 

 Mission u was be held on July 19 – 20, 2019, in Abingdon, VA, at Pleasant View UMC.  We had 128 regis-
tered and offered our first every Hispanic class.  We welcomed Emily Jones, Executive for Racial Justice, United 
Methodist Women, New York, and Lisa Nichols, Director for Jubilee Project.   
 

 The Holston Conference Social Action Event will be held on August 10, 2019, at Gray United Methodist 
Church in Gray, TN.  Pipeline to Prison will be presented by Krystal Gourley and Elder Abuse will be led by Carolyn 
Phillips and Susan Sheldon.  Registration begins at 9 a.m. and the program starts at 9:45 a.m.  Registrations are to be 
sent to Lynice Broyles. 
 

 Our Holston Conference Hands-on-Mission Project is Willow, Alaska.  The Smoky Mountain District United 
Methodist Women are asked to provide Ticonderoga #2 pencils, Fiskar scissors, Mead Primary notebook and fine 
black Sharpies.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  Our donations will be brought to the Holston Conference An-
nual Meeting which will be held on September 14-15, 2019, at MeadowView Conference Resort and Convention Cen-
ter in Kingsport, TN.  If you prefer, there are drop off points set up at Ebenezer UMC, 1001 Ebenezer Road, Knox-
ville, TN  37923 and Broadway UMC, 309 E. Broadway Avenue, Maryville, TN  37804. 
 

 I am so proud of the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women as we join together to meet the needs 
of those like the children at Wesley House who just needed lunch to those around the world who need much more.  
Thank you, Smoky Mountain District Women, for you caring spirit! 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference  

 

 
SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference 
November 18-21, 2019 
https://www.unchartedconference2019.com/ 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
225 E Coastline Drive 
Jacksonville, Florida 
  

https://www.unchartedconference2019.com/


2019 Charge Conference Schedule 
 

Sunday, September 29, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Sevierville, First UMC 
 Fairgarden Circuit; Gatlinburg, First/Huskey’s Grove;  

Middle Creek; Pigeon Forge, First;  
Pittman Center Circuit; Sevierville Circuit;  

Sevierville, First; Sevierville Parish;  Wears Valley 

 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Colonial Heights UMC 
 Bethel (Seymour); Colonial Heights; Hillcrest;  

Mountain View; New Salem; Seymour 

 
 

Sunday, October 27, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Loudon UMC 
 Axley’s Chapel; Bethel/Vonore; Loudon; Martel; Meadow;  

New Hope; Oakland;  Philadelphia;  
Pleasant Hill (Roane); Trinity-Lenoir City 

 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Sand Branch 
 Asbury; Bethel (East Knox); Beulah/French Broad;  

Kodak; Piney Grove;  Pleasant Hill (Knox);   
Sand Branch; St. Paul (East); Trentville 

 
 

Sunday, November 10, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Broadway UMC 
 Alcoa, First; Broadway; Camp Ground;  

Logan’s Chapel; Maryville, First;  
 Peck’s Memorial; Pleasant Hill (Blount);  

St. John; Tuckaleechee; Walland 

 
 

Sunday, November 17, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Sycamore Tree 
 Binfield; Carpenters; Fairview; Friendsville;  

Green Meadow; Immanuel;  
 Middlesettlements; St. Mark’s (Blount); Sycamore Tree;  

Union Grove (Blount); Williamson Chapel 

 
 

Sunday, November 24, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at St. Mark(Knox) 
 Cokesbury; Ebenezer; St. Mark (Knox); Zion 



 

THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN EMMAUS/CHRYSALIS COMMUNITY 
 
 

If you are looking for .... 
* A renewed relationship with Christ 
* A deeper understanding of Christs' love and grace 
* A community of friendships that hold you accountable on your journey 
* Growth in intimacy with Christ 
 
 
Consider attending an Emmaus Walk (adults) or a Chrysalis Flight (youth) 
 
 
WHAT IS AN EMMAUS WALK AND A CHRYSALIS FLIGHT? 
 
 
The Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis is an experience of spiritual renewal and formation intended to 
strengthen the local church through development of Christian disciples and leaders. It is an oppor-
tunity to meet Jesus in a new way as God's grace and love is revealed to you through other believers. 
Chrysalis Flights are designed for 10th-12th graders.  
 
The walks and flights are a 72 hour short course in Christianity, comprised of 15 talks by lay and 
clergy on the themes of God's grace, disciplines of Christian discipleship, and what it means to be 
the church. There are special times of worship and daily celebration of Holy Communion. 
 
The following are two personal testimonies: 
 
"My Emmaus Walk in the Cleveland TN community - #4, table of Luke - was a transforming experi-
ence for me. The sense of trusting God's timing was accepted more deeply, and following God's 
leading more than my own was accepted more strongly. It was a propulsion for significant areas of 
ministry beyond the local church. 
Through the years, I have valued and continue to be blessed by the relationships with lay persons 
and clergy in the various Emmaus, Chrysalis, Journey and Kairos weekends I have experienced. 
Through them I know the joy of Resurrection Life!! 
Rev. Don Thomas 
 
Walk31 Table of Ruth. Emmaus was a time to review, repent and release. It was a time to refresh, 
refuel and rejoice. The work of the Holy Spirit begun in me as a pilgrim long ago continues to this 
day. On each Flight that I am privileged to serve, God reminds me that He is mine and I am His. I 
am grateful for the gift of Emmaus and Chrysalis. 
Rev. Teresa Adkins McClure 
 
Debbie Pope, Chrysalis Community Lay Director 
 
Walk 31, Table of Ruth. Emmaus 


