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God is Good! 
 

How have you witnessed the goodness of God?  Let me share a few of the ways I have: 
 In worship services across our new Smoky Mountain District! 
 
 In district leadership meetings (yes, meetings!) planning for 2019! 
 
 In the faces of church members I continue to have the privilege to meet! 
 
 In teachers and administrators of my children’s new school! 
 
 In the glorious landscape as I drive across the district! 
 
 In conversations with people anxious about the future of the UMC! 
  
 In sunsets over Fort Loudon Lake! 
 
I find that it’s not difficult to see the goodness of God, when I try.  Not try through having to strain my eyes, 
but try through raising the blinds.  We are reminded in I Corinthians 13:12, “Now we see things imperfectly, 
like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.” 
 
As you read through this month’s newsletter you will find many opportunities to witness the goodness of 
God.  There are a couple I would highlight. 
 
District conference and celebration on September 9th at Mountain View UMC - worship and business 
session at 3:00, Smoky Mountain District Celebration at 4:00 that includes a “Best of the District” ice cream 
social and music provided by David Slack. 
 
Holston Delegation Listening Session on September 16th at Maryville, First UMC, 3:00 - a time of 
guided conversation with members of Holston’s delegation to the 2019 Special General Conference. 
 
It doesn’t take much to see with “perfect clarity.”  Just a willingness to try.  I look forward to seeing you at 
District Conference. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 

Jason 



Up-Coming Events 
 
 

September 
 
3 District Office closed for Labor Day 
 
9 District Conference at Mountain View, 3200 Maryville Pike, 
  Knoxville, TN 37920, 3:00 p.m. followed by our   
  Celebration for Smoky Mountain District 
 
11 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
16 Holston Delegation Listening session Sunday, September 16, at 
  3:00 p.m. at Maryville, First UMC 
 
20 Retired Ministers Fall Picnic at Maryville, First UMC  
  starting at noon. 
 
20-21 Holston Conference Administrative Professionals Conference in 
  Pigeon Forge,    
October 
 
Charge Conferences scheduled through the month of October 
 
November 
 
13 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
21-23 District office closed for Thanksgiving 
 
30 Pastors’ Christmas Banquet at the Airport Hilton 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2018 District Ministries   
           (Thru August 29, 2018—66.64%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2018 District Ministries paid) 
 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Loudon)  
* Bethel (Seymour)  Binfield Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff  * Eden * Eleazer  
Fairview  * Fenders * Forkners Chapel  
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First  
* Green Meadow  * Immanuel * Logan’s Chapel 
Loudon  Luretta Madisonville, First 
Maryville, First  * Meadow * Middle Creek  
* Middlesettlements  * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope  * New Salem Peck’s Memorial  
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B)  
* Pleasant Hill  (R)  * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
Sevierville, First  Seymour * Shults Grove 
* St. John  St. Mark’s Sweetwater, First  
* Tellico Plains, First  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B)  
* Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek  
* Walland  * Webb’s Creek * Wesley Chapel  
* Williamson Chapel 

Retirees Annual Picnic 
 

     All retired ministers and spouses  or 

friends are invited to our annual picnic. It is 

scheduled for Thursday, September 20 at 

noon at Maryville, First UMC. It will be an 

“Indoor Picnic.” The meat and drinks will 

be furnished. Please bring vegetables, salads 

or desserts. The cost is $5 per person. We 

will be serving either chicken or pork barbe-

que. You will be contacted as to what to 

bring.  

 We hope to welcome several new 

retirees to our group. Come and enjoy our 

fellowship together. 

 

Martel UMC 
4561 Muddy Creek 
Lenoir City 37772 
 

     We here at Martel have been praying for 
God to send us a piano player to lead us in 
worship. We are a small congregation so we 
can’t offer to pay you much money. We are 
able to pay $25 every time you would play 
both in worship and practice and special 
occasions. Please pray and seek God’s will 
for you to aid us in seeking God’s face  
every time we gather in His house. Please 
feel free to contact me, look forward to  
talking to you.  
 

Dewey Smith, Pastor 
615-419-7151 
Deweysmith268@gmail.com 

Camp Wesley Woods 
News 

 

Upcoming events: 
 Christmas Day Camp.. December 8, 
 2018 Cost to be announced 
 Winter Camp.. December 26-29 
 Cost to be announced 
        Confirmation Camp.. March 1-2, 2019 

 

 Camp Wesley Woods had a won-
derful summer. We served 859 campers in 
our 7-week program. 170 of those campers 
made first time commitments to Christ and 
322 made rededications. Through scholar-
ship money that was raised or donated by a 
variety of sources we were able to send 165 
campers to Wesley Woods that might not of 
otherwise had the opportunity to go to 
camp. Check out our web site at 
www.campwesleywoods.com for more in-
formation on any of our programs. We are 
opened all year! 

http://www.campwesleywoods.com


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

Early morning is my favorite time of the day!  Most people are still fast asleep when I begin my daily routine 
or showering, exercising, walking and devotions.  It’s really hard to separate any of these activities one from 
another, as blends into the other.  Lamentations 3:22–23 states, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  There is a peace 
in the early morning, before life’s demands scream for our attention; there in the quiet and the darkness I con-
centrate on sounds, smells, feelings.  I love the sound of the crickets and the birds, the fragrance of the flow-
ers or freshly mowed lawn, how the wind engulfs me as I pass along my way.  It occurred to me today that 
what I love most about mornings is the fact that I get a fresh start to each day.  You see I always fail during 
the day; whether in thoughts or actions, my “self” gets in the way of my intentions.  I need that fresh start 
each day; erasing the slate and beginning anew.  We are told in Lamentations neither do God’s love nor His 
mercies come to an end.  He is faithful even when I am not.  
 
As the United Methodist Women of the Maryville District transition into a newly named Smoky Mountain 
District, we are beginning anew - a fresh start.  In January 2019, we will join with two churches from the for-
mer Oak Ridge District and 18 churches from the former Knoxville District to become a new district.  This is 
such an exciting time!  The District UMW Leadership Team has formed a Redistricting Transition Team and 
have had two meetings with the Knoxville and Oak Ridge UMW Presidents, Nominations and other designat-
ed officers to discuss what it means to redistrict and how we can smoothly transition in January.  We have 
received support and suggestions from the Holston Conference UMW President, Vice President and Nomina-
tions Chairperson in our endeavor.  In our meetings, we have prayed together, shared information and offered 
suggestions.  We may not have everything figured out, but I know that whatever arises, we will work together 
to find solutions.  I am so impressed and thankful for the faithfulness of these United Methodist Women who 
are leading the way in this transition!  
 
The Maryville District UMW Social Action Event will be held on August 25, 2018, at Pecks Memorial UMC.  
The topic will be Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome.  We will also learn more about Chrysalis from Debbie 
Pope.  The Holston Conference UMW Annual Meeting will be at the Meadow View Marriott in Kingsport, 
TN, on September 15-16, 2018.  District Officer training will also be held during this time.  I encourage you 
to attend, even if you are not a District Officer, there is much to learn. 
 
I am so thankful to be a part of United Methodist Women, where we all work together to improve lives of 
women, children and youth “down the street and around the world” as quoted in the Response Magazine.  
Our purpose states, “The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a crea-
tive, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church.”   I Rejoice in the Lord Always for each of you who are faithful to our purpose! 

2019 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  
expire until 2020 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2019 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky 
Mountain District and put 2019 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 Canned Ham (2-lb total)   1 bag dried beans (2lb)   
 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  1 Bag Rice (2 lb) 
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box, butter flavor grits 
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less)  1 Corn meal (4-5 lb) 
 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)    
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, 
Maryville, TN 37803: Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.         
                                                     (do not deliver early) 



Praying “A Way Forward” 

Each and every day please remember 

to 

Pause and Pray for your 

Holston Delegation Between 

2:23-2:26 a.m. or p.m. 

(February 23-26-Dates of Special 

Session  

Of The General Conference) 

Holston Delegation listening session 

Sunday, September 16, 2018, at 

3:00 p.m. at Maryville, First UMC 
Save the Date! 

 

Thursday, September 20, at noon is the  

Retiree’s Annual  Picnic at  Maryville, First 

UMC. This year it will be an indoor picnic. 



An Event for 55+ 

 
 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

9:00 a.m. thru Lunch 
 

 

Concord United Methodist Church 
11020 Roane Drive,  Knoxville 

Theme:  Living with Purpose and Joy 
 
Keynote Speaker:  Bishop Ken Carder 
 
 

Bishop Carder has retired after having ably served two 
Episcopal areas as Bishop.  He is beloved in Holston and 
has served, among others, Church Street, First Oak Ridge, 
and Concord.  Bishop Carder has spent his retirement 
teaching at Duke Divinity School and later taking up chap-
laincy at a full care facility where his wife Linda lived for a 
time.  Through blogs and written prayers, he continues to 
feed our souls! 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!   
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018 

 
 

Registration materials including a full schedule will be available soon.   
Cost for the event: $10.00 (includes lunch)  

 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                                     Seasoned Souls:  Living with Purpose and Joy 
 


