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Homeless 
Lately, our work has turned toward homelessness. Churches in the Maryville District have long worked with 
Family Promise and Habitat for Humanity. Now as a district we are concentrating more with each of these 
ministries. The building at Bungalow is going to be renovated for the use of Family Promise as a day center 
and office. This repurposing of a place that housed a faithful congregation since 1919 is inspiring. Much 
energy and interest is going into this effort.  
 
We have started the Maryville District Habitat build on West Howe in Alcoa. The walls are going up this 
week. Church groups are signing up to work. Other congregations are sending in contributions for this effort. 
We are moving closer to our goal of $30,000.  
 
Now we have the wildfire disaster in Sevier County and tornados in McMinn County. Many people became 
suddenly homeless on the nights of November 28th and 29th, when their houses were consumed by fire stoked 
by high winds or blown down in a tornado.  Others are temporarily homeless until their neighborhoods have 
been cleared and are declared safe. Still others are jobless now due to the destruction. This lack of income 
threatens their ability to pay for housing. The response near and far has been wonderful, but much is ahead. 
 
Mary and Joseph found themselves homeless even as they went to Joseph’s ancestral home. No room 
anywhere! God chose a homeless family for the birth of the Christ, the Messiah. It is an odd thought.  
I am grateful that we are involved in ALL these efforts to house God’s children. This will be a bleak 
midwinter for many but we are struggling to provide hearth and home for some. Stay awake, dear friends, lest 
we miss Jesus. Pay attention that we might see him in the evacuation centers.  
 
Blessings this Christmas – the season of the homeless Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Charles 

Maryville District Habitat for Humanities Build 
 

October 31 began the Maryville District Build. Work teams are needed to work from 8 AM to 12:30 

PM each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday beginning Saturday, November 19th. Needed are eight to 

twelve people AND lunch for twenty people. Please call or email the District Office to sign up for this 

work. Also, to complete our financial commitment, we are needing to raise $30,000. Herb Myers, a 

member at Fairview, has given $30,000 and asked the churches of the district to match his gift. This is 

a wonderful challenge and Friendsville has responded to this challenge with over $6,000! Hopefully 

the churches of the district will meet this challenge with generosity.  



Up-Coming Events 
 
December 
 
6 Annual Christmas lunch for the Maryville District Church 
  Secretaries in the conference room at the District office 
  at noon. 
 

8 Pastors’ Christmas Party at Alcoa, First UMC starting at  
  6:00 p.m. 
January 
 
17-19 Year End Reports due. Please return then here at the District 
  office of email them to me. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting in the Event Center-first floor  at the District 
  office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, 10:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting  in the conference room-Third Floor at the 
  District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, 7:00 p.m. 
 
February 
 
20-23 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru November 28, 2016 - 91.63%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Loudon) * Binfield  
* Broadway  * Browder Memorial * Buckner Memorial 
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground * Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden  
* Eleazar  * Fenders * Forkners  
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg 
* Immanuel  * Logan’s Chapel Loudon 
Luretta  Madisonville, First Maryville, First 
* Meadow  * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope  * New Salem * Philadelphia 
Pigeon Forge  * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts Sevierville, First 
* Shults Grove  * St John St. Marks  
Sweetwater, First  * Tellico Plains, First Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B)  * Union Grove (S) * Vonore  
* Walden’s Creek  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek 
* Wesley Chapel  * Williamson Chapel 

$$ Pastors Dues $$ 
 

 Pastors, Al Shaver your treasurer 
wants you to know that yours dues stay the 
same for this year. They are .50 cents per 
$1,000. of your salary. Please either send a 
check made payable to Maryville District 
Ministers and send to 1278 Heartland 
Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 or pay him at 
the next pastors’ meeting. 
 
 
 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors below is the link for the latest Con-
tinuing Education Update News  
 
https://app.robly.com/archive?
id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af  
 
 
 

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    
 

 This is the most wonderful time of the year! Christmas is almost here! I can feel the 
excitement in the air.  I'm sure there are others experiencing this same feeling, especially the 
young (and not so young) children who are awaiting the gifts from Santa Claus.  
 
 Our annual meeting of the Maryville District UMW was held on November 5th at 
Wears Valley. We had sixty people in attendance. Carolyn Haerr, the Conference Vice Presi-
dent, provided an interesting program on her medical mission trips which are sponsored by 
the Holston Conference.  
 
 We have now celebrated the first Sunday in Advent and I look forward to the culmi-
nation on Christmas morning as we gather in church to remember the birth of our Lord and 
Savior. What a special event this will be to gather in the house of the Lord to experience the 
love and hope given to us by the baby Jesus.  
 
 This is my last article as District President.  I have enjoyed my journey the past two 
years. I want to take this opportunity to thank the Mission Team for the kindness and support 
they provided during my tenure. You are the best.  I also want to express my gratitude to the 
Local Units for all the invitations to participate in various meetings and events.  It was a 
pleasure to serve you.  
 
 It is a real delight to introduce Susan Daffron as the new District President.  Susan has 
served on the Mission Team as Treasurer and Vice President. She brings a wealth of 
knowledge with her and is already at work planning events for 2017.  I'm sure she will experi-
ence the same encouragement I received from the Mission Team and the women in the Dis-
trict.  
 
My heartfelt wishes to each of you for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

2017 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2018 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2017 Holston Annual Conference  
Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each 
church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2017 
Hands-On in the memo line.                            * Do not put money in the bucket!* 
 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 7  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    (do not deliver 
early) 



 

Christmas Camp 

 
At 

 

Camp Wesley Woods 

December 17-18, 2016 

 

 Come Celebrate the Birth of our Savior!  
 

Check-In: Saturday, Dec 17th, 11am  
 

Check-Out: Sunday, Dec 18th, 3pm  
 

Cost: $65 Per Camper Grades 1-8.  

Free for High School students who want to volunteer as Junior Elves.  

 

Please join us for adventure, crafts, campfires, and all  

Call 423-929-9037 to register or visit our website: www.campwesleywoods.com 




