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Acts of the Apostles….or Maybe the Holy Spirit 
Lately I have been re-reading The Acts of the Apostles and some sermons/books on it. I am moved by the 
work of the Holy Spirit. The apostles and the early followers of Jesus opened their lives to the Holy Spirit 
and followed the Spirit as the disciples had followed Jesus himself.  
 
Sometimes we idealize events in our history. We think of the early church as a golden age in which all 
went well. But Acts tells a different story. People struggled to follow the Spirit. They wrestled with living 
in the community of the church. Folks disagreed. They argued. They got mad at each other and walked 
away from working together. Being the church was a messy business in the early days. 
 
Interestingly it has not changed all that much. We still struggle, wrestle, argue, and get mad. We still 
strive to follow the Spirit but we hear that leading in so many different ways. I look forward to our being 
together at District Conference and in Charge Conferences in these next few months. The diversity of the 
church never ceases to amaze me. But even beyond that, God’s grace that embraces us all is even more 
incredible.  
 
If you read Acts as a story of the early church, you might wonder how the church survived. I take great 
comfort in reading Acts as the story of the Holy Spirit working with flawed humans whom God loves 
completely and whole-heartedly. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Charles 

District Conference 
 

 Please mark your calendar and plan to attend Sunday, September 25, 2016, 3:00 p.m. at The     Rem-
edy at Fairview UMC, 2505 Old Niles   Ferry Road, Maryville.   
 

Everyone is invited to attend.   

  

The following are voting members:  
Local Church: Chair of Administrative Board/Council,  Lay Leader, Presidents of UMM, UMW, and UMY, 
Finance Chair, Lay members to Annual Conference 2016.   
District: 2016 At Large Members, Presidents UMM, UMW, UMY, Members of District Committee on  
Ministry, Chair of District boards and committees, District Treasurer 
Clergy: all clergy serving under an appointment; retired clergy living in the Maryville District. 



Up-Coming Events 
September 
 
15 Retirees Annual Picnic at “Field of Dreams” at  
  Middlesettlements UMC starting at 11:30 a.m., meat 
  and drink furnished, pot luck, and $4 each 
 

24 Lay Servant Training, 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. at the Conference 
  office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa. 
 

25 District Conference at The Remedy at Fairview UMC  
  starting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
28-30 Holston Administrative Professionals Conference and Retreat 
  at Springhill Suites, 495 Riverfront Parkway,  
  Chattanooga.  
October 
 
5 Sticky Stories-Preaching Jesus’ Parables - A Workshop led by 
  Charles Maynard, 9:30a.m.-4:30p.m. here in the Event 
  Center at the District office. Limited to 25 People,  
  registration required    
 

13 Pastors’ meeting in Event Center-First Floor at the District  
  office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, starting at  
  10:00 a.m. 
 

13 Pastors’ Meeting in the Conference room-Third Floor at the 
  District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, starting at 
  7:00 p.m. 
 

23 The Youth Festival of Gifts and Talents at 3:00 p.m. at  
  Seymour UMC. Talent from the Festival of Gifts and 
  Talents will be selected to represent our District at  
  Resurrection in January 2017. More information call or 
  text Jim Gass at 865-207-9256 or email   
  jim@broadwayumc.net.  
 

24 Sermon Academy at The ConnecXion in Sevierville 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru August 29, 2016 - 66.64%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 
Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Loudon) 
* Binfield  Broadway * Browder Memorial 
* Buckner Memorial  * Burnett Memorial Carpenters  
* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden  
* Eleazar  * Fenders * Forkners  
* Fox  Friendsville * Gatlinburg 
* Immanuel  Loudon Luretta  
Madisonville, First  Maryville, First * Meadow  
Middlesettlements  * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope  * New Salem * Philadelphia 
Pigeon Forge  * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  Sevierville, First * Shults Grove 
* St John  St. Marks Sweetwater, First 
* Tellico Plains, First  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek 
* Wears Valley  * Webb’s Creek * Wesley Chapel 
* Williamson Chapel 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors below is the link for the latest Con-
tinuing Education Update News  
 
https://www.robly.com/archive?
id=7ec5bbac945fffbcd8d1488c661d977c  
 

 
2017 At-Large Lay Member 
 

 Laity to the September 25 District 
Conference will elect   At-Large lay   
members to the 2017 Annual Conference. 
In  addition, one youth, one young adult, 
the District Lay Leader, District Presidents 
of United Methodist Men and United 
Methodist Women will represent the 
Maryville    District. Pastors have received 
a nomination form, so please notify your 
pastor if you would like to be nominated 
for the District     At-Large Member for the 
2017 Annual Conference. All forms must 
be returned to the district office by       
September 8 for the name to be placed on 
the ballot. 
 

$$ Pastors Dues $$ 
 

 Pastors, Al Shaver your treasurer 
wants you to know that yours dues stay the 
same for this year. They are .50 cents per 
$1,000. of your salary. Please either send a 
check made payable to Maryville District 
Ministers and send to 1278 Heartland 
Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 or pay him at 
the next pastors’ meeting. 
 

Organ Needed 
 

 Fenders UMC is in need of an or-
gan. If your church has one that is for sale 
or for donation please contact Randy Law-
son, pastor at thelawsonman@gmail.com 
or call 423-310-6311. 
 

Worship & AVL Conference 
 

 The Worship & Audio- 
Visual-Lighting Conference will be taking 
place at the Connexion, September 16-17, 
2016. This is your opportunity to come and 
fellowship with some of the best Worship 
Leaders and Audio-Visual-Light techs, while 
learning "best practices" for worship and pro-
duction. Come and experience two days of 
worship, learning and fellowship! 
Also, be sure and spread the word to those in 
your local church who are involved in all as-
pects of worship planning.  
 
https://app.robly.com/archive?
id=9ca96ba116b40e0d68c35b29fc9d6d61 . 

https://www.robly.com/archive?id=7ec5bbac945fffbcd8d1488c661d977c
https://www.robly.com/archive?id=7ec5bbac945fffbcd8d1488c661d977c


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    
 
 

 Paper, pencils and notebooks are flying off the shelf, which can only mean one thing - school is 
back in session.  Some students are probably happy; some are probably sad.  I would venture a guess 
that those sentiments also apply to some parents and grandparents. 
 
Children in Poverty was the focus for the conference Social Action Day held at Fairview UMC on Au-
gust 13. This topic was really an eye opener for the attendees.  The information we received made us 
realize how enormously blessed we are. 
 
The District Social Day, held August 27 at Green Meadow, featured Bike Elf.  This is an organization 
that provides refurbished bikes to children and young adults in East Tennessee, who earn them through 
participation in programs with partner organizations. Truly a worthwhile program. To learn more about 
Bike Elf, check out their Facebook page or their website at www.bike-elf.org. 
 
Conference UMW Annual Meeting is September 17-18 at Lake Junaluska.  This is when we conduct 
business and provide training for District Officers.  We will learn about upcoming changes and have an 
opportunity to network with our counterparts from the other Districts.  
 
Maryville District will hold a training day for Unit Officers on October 3 at Broadway UMC in 
Maryville.  Information received by the District Officers at the Conference Annual Meeting will be 
passed along.  If you have not already identified your unit officers, please do that soon so they can make 
plans to attend District training.  This is especially important for the new officers.  
 
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 5 at Wears Valley UMC.  I hope that you can attend.  
We will be installing the 2017-2018 District Officers.   
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer.  Fall begins September 22.  Gee, I hope it’s cooler! 

2017 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2018 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2017 Holston Annual Conference  
Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each 
church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2017 
Hands-On in the memo line.                            * Do not put money in the bucket!* 
 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 7  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    (do not deliver 
early) 



A Good H.A.B.I.T. 

 
You never know when you're going to run into an example of mission and ministry. It 
happened to me this summer while our 14 year old 19 pound "Guard Dog" Rusty was 
walking me around our neighborhood. We met "Jack" who was out walking his owner 
and learned Jack was getting ready for his final test the very next Friday. 
 
Jack's test would take place at the University of Tennessee School of Veterinary Medicine. The Vet School's 
Human and Animal Bond in Tennessee (H.A.B.I.T) program trains animals and owners for service at locations 
like Asbury Place Maryville - a long term Continuing Care Retirement Community affiliated with 
the Holston Conference. Animals and their owners are screened, trained, and certified for service. Successful 
dog candidates get to wear a red bandana. Owners do not. 
 
Carla Rafferty, Assisted Living Administrator at Asbury Place Maryville, made the following observations 
about the H.A.B.I.T program and the benefits to residents and staff. 
- Pets and owners are volunteers from the local area 
- The on site visits typically take place once a week and last about an hour 
- Pets may visit individual residents and/or just "wander" around and meet everyone 
- Residents may pet their visitors or just watch them 
- "Touching" is important because it reduces that "cut off" feeling 
- These visits help combat the limitations of aging 
- While dogs are the most common pet, there have been cats and even a rabbit 
- When a H.A.B.I.T pet dies, it is mourned by residents and staff 
 
As we enter Charge Conference season, the Nominations Committees of all our congregations are recruiting 
volunteers for the many ministries and missions at each of our churches. Perhaps as we do, we can learn some-
thing from Jack and the UT Vet School about identifying, qualifying and preparing folks for service. That could 
be a good habit. 
 
Larry Martin 
Lay Leader 
Maryville District 

 

There’s Going to Be a Celebration…. 
 

Tuckaleechee United Methodist Church will be celebrating its  
125th  Anniversary on September 11, 2016 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. and Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m. 
The Reverend Kenneth Abbott, former Pastor of TUMC, Preaching. 

 

A covered-dish luncheon will be served in the Fellowship hall at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Special music will follow the luncheon. 
 

We invite you and your family to spend the day with us.  
Please let us hear from you even if you cannot attend. 

 

If you have photos or special memories of TUMC, please share them with us. 
 

Richard Rudesill 
Pastor, Tuckaleechee UMC 

7322 Old Tuckaleechee Road 
Townsend, Tennessee 37882 

865-448-2463 



Middlesettlements United Methodist Church 
   2729 MIDDLESETTLEMENTS RD., MARYVILLE, TN 37801  

http://www.middlesettlements.com/index.cfm2 

729Job Description 
 

Job Title: Praise Team Leader     Prepared/Revised Date: July 22, 2016 
Pay Range:  $75 - $125 per week unit, depending on education, experience, and proficiency 
Performance Review: Annually     Reports To: Pastor, Minister of Music 
Supported By: SPRC      FLSA Status: Exempt 
 

Job Summary, Desired Ministry Outcome: Contribute to the mission of the Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world through the power and beauty of music ministry. 
 

Major Responsibilities/Activities: 

 
 

Education and Related Work Experience: 

 Two years of post-secondary study of music at an accredited college or university, or equivalent training and experience. 

 Preferred for highest pay: Bachelor of Arts or equivalent in Music Performance or a related field 

 One or more years of related experience leading Praise Teams or Contemporary Worship 
Three or more years required for highest pay 

 

Equipment Used: Acoustic Piano, Digital Keyboard, Guitar, Drums/Percussion, Sound System components 
 

Benefits:   Two rehearsal/service cycles paid leave per year /Federal Income Tax and Social Security matching after employee deductions 
 
Salary Range:  

$75 to $125 per week, based on education and experience. 

Priority Job Tasks Description % of 
Time 

1 Leads congregational music worship during  the Contemporary Worship Services and 
occasional, seasonal, special events 

10% 

2 Recruit and develop volunteer musicians to serve on the Praise Team 5% 

3  Select and schedule music for services in coordination with the Pastor 5% 

4 Organize, schedule, rehearse and direct the Praise Team in include volunteer vocalists, 
guitar, keyboard and percussion musicians.  Use effective rehearsal methods to ensure 
proficiency in performance. 

5% 

5 Provide or assist in scheduling the Praise Team for special events when requested. 5% 

6 Lead Praise Team rehearsals, bringing the Team to performance standards by preparing 
and leading the rehearsal events 

50% 

7 Lead the Praise Team in  offertory, and incidental music for the Contemporary Service 15% 

8 Perform music for weddings, funerals/memorial services when requested. 5% 

  178th Homecoming Celebration 
 
 Carpenters Campground United Methodist Church was established 
as a worshipping congregation in 1838 and this year we will celebrate our 
178th year on September 11th, 2016.  We will be joined by the Foothills 
Quartet from Rockford Tennessee who will bring their special blend of 
Gospel Music at 9am and will spend the afternoon with us following a   
fellowship meal.  Our guest speaker is the Rev. Tammy Bales who will be 
preaching at her home church. 
 

     Carpenters Campground United Methodist Church  
              865-983-8419 | carpenterscampgroundumc@yahoo.com  


