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Holy Week 
 

Holy Week is a large part of this month. Eight days that end 

Lent and begin Easter. Eight incredible days in Jesus’ life 

which encompass the Gospel message. The triumphant entry of 

the Messiah King into Jerusalem. Cleansing the temple to be a 

house of prayer. Teachings of life, death, and resurrection. 

Moments of love, laughter, solemnity, betrayal, death, grief, 

and unbelievable new life.  

 

The week is filled with everything! The sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures are amazing 

and far too many to list. Holy Week. We speak of it in reverential tones. We set aside worship 

times that we do not observe in any other week of the year. Holy Week.  

And yet, how is Holy Week really any different than any other week. Don’t miss my point here. I 

am not trying to degrade Holy Week. I am trying to upgrade the rest of the weeks. Each week is 

filled to overflowing with life because of the Gospel message. “I came that you may have life, an 

abundant life,” Jesus said.  

 

My weeks are filled with excitement and triumph, with defeat and death. My days have moments 

of repentance and grace. Times in which I say, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

and “Did not my heart burn?” as I walked with the Risen Jesus. Holy Week. 

 

I am reminded of a quote from Wendell Berry’s poetry. “There are no unsacred places,/there are 

only sacred places/and desecrated places.” To paraphrase Berry, there are no unsacred weeks, 

there are only sacred (holy) weeks and desecrated weeks where we live far from the Gospel, from 

the Crucified and Risen Lord. 

 

My prayer is that each and every week is Holy Week.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Charles 



Up-Coming Events 
 

March 
 

3-5 Minister Spouses Retreat-Pigeon Forge, TN 
 

12 Q&A or Listening Session with the General Conference  

 Delegates at Maryville First UMC, 10:00 a.m.-noon in Wesley 

 Hall  
 

 

13 Daylight Savings Time 
 

 
 

 

15 Clergy Meeting ,10:00 a.m.-noon, in the Event Center, first 

 floor at the District office.  
 

15 District Leadership Team meeting in the Event Center, first 

 floor at the District office at 4:30 p.m. 
 

15 Clergy Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the Conference room, third floor 

 at the District office. 
 

20-27 Holy Week 
 

27-April 2  Appointment Week 
 

April 
 

8-9 Evangelism Conference - Cokesbury UMC, Knoxville 
 

21 Clergy Meeting, 10:00 a.m.-noon at Pleasant Hill (Blount) 

 UMC, 503 Pleasant Hill Road, Maryville 
 

21 Clergy Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the Conference room, third floor 

 at the District office. 
 

25 Camp Wesley Woods Golf Tournament 
 

April 1-3 or 22-24, Marriage Enrichment Retreat 

For Couples in Ministry in Holston Conference 

Carson Springs Center, Newport, TN 

Brochures in District office-for more information call 865-966-9776 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 

in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru February 25, 2016)   

         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel Broadway  

* Browder Memorial  * Burnett Memorial Carpenters  

* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden  

Fairview * Fenders * Forkners  

* Fox Friendsville Immanuel  

Loudon Luretta Madisonville, First 

Maryville, First * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 

* New Hope * New Salem * Philadelphia 

Pigeon Forge * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R)

Roberts Sevierville, First * Shults Grove 

St John St. Marks Sweetwater, First 

Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S) 

* Vonore * Wears Valley * Wesley Chapel 

Jubilation 
April 17-19, 2016 

MainStay Suites 

Pigeon Forge, TN 

Information: jubilation.holston.org 

Download brochure – includes mail-in 

registration form 

Online registration coming soon! 

 

 

Holston Conference 43rd 

Ministers’ Spouses Retreat 
 

March 3-5, 2016 

Oak Tree Lodge 

Sevierville, TN 

Brochures available in District office 

Information: clergyspouses.holston.org 

Or contact Lori Sluder at  

lorisluder@holston.org 

 
 

Reclaiming Our Communities 

for Christ- 

Evangelism Conference 
 

April 8-9, 2016 

Cokesbury UMC, 

Knoxville, TN 

Information: http://

evangelism.holston.org 

$30 per person-includes Saturday lunch 

Our Leaders:  

 Rev. Heather H. Lear 

 Dr. Stephen L. Martyn 

 Rev. Amy Yeary-Holmes 

 Rev. Ronnie Collins 

 

http://holston.org/ministries/older-adult/programs/jubilation/
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Holston_Conference_Jubilation_2015_--_Brochure_--_Letter_Size.pdf
mailto:lorisluder@holston.org


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    

 Hope everyone had a good Valentine’s Day.  It was a yo-yo month as the weather goes.  I loved the 

warmer days and kept getting surprised when I would look out the window and see white on the ground or 

falling from the sky.  I hope everyone had a good Valentine’s Day.  It was a yo-yo month as the weather 

goes.  I loved the warmer days and am wishing for a sunny St. Patrick’s Day and I’ll be wearing green. 

 We had our New Vision Event on February 27, Polar Bear Day according to The National Humane Education 

Society.  We met at Madisonville First and were entertained by the Hiwassee College choir.  Ella Smith provided an 

informative program about the Morgan-Scott Project.  Lots of items were collected for her to take back and she was 

very appreciative.   

 It was good to have Bill and Joan Cochran from Shop the World Gifts there.  This is a wonderful ministry 

which provides fair trade items from artisans around the world.  The artisans are given a fair wage to help them and 

their families.  

 The Sisters in Service Retreat is March 12-13 at River Plantation Convention Center in Sevierville.  Beth 

Green will be our guest speaker.  Units were mailed brochures earlier.  For additional information please contact Peg-

gy Dalton at hpdalton@musfiber.com or 423-581-4743. Also, I can be contacted at nancylampe1024@comcast.net or 

865-609-3466. 

 Don’t forget about the Southeastern Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting on June 3-5, 2016.  It will be held at the 

Embassy Suites and Convention Center in Charleston, South Carolina.  All the information was in the November/

December 2015 Holstonian.    Remember, scholarships are available for first time attendees.  For an applica-

tion, please contact Lynice Broyles at lmbroyles@comcast.net. 

2016 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  

make sure they do not expire until 2017 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  
life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2016 Holston Annual   Con-

ference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each buck-

et. Each church is to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and 
put 2016 Hands-On in the memo line.                            Do not put money in the bucket! 
 

 1 - 4-5lb. Bag sugar  1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less) 

 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour  1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 

 1 - 2lb. Bag rice  1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

 1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans  Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 

 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  

 Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 1  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (do not 

deliver early). 

2016 Grant Deadline Announced 

  

The Holston Conference Foundation stewards nearly 200 special-purpose endowments and scholarships established by 

individuals, families, and friends interested in supporting specific ministries, churches, and institutions. These funds are 

governed by documents put in place by the donor. We are also called to steward many endowments, scholarships, and 

estate gifts where our Grants Committee is charged with overseeing a selection process, reviewing applications or evalu-

ating priority needs named by the donor. The following categories and individual funds describe many of the grantable 

funds and scholarships available through the Foundation's Grants Committee. 

 

Examples of past recipients include funding for food pantries, back to school backpacks, shut-in ministries, summertime 

youth enrichment programs, recovery programs, etc. 

  

The deadline for programming and mission grants is March 31, 2016. 

 

We invite you to peruse our application process and the listing of available grants.  If you have any questions about the 

grant process please send us an email by paulbowman@holston.org or call 865-690-8124. 

mailto:hpdalton@musfiber.com
mailto:nancylampe1024@comcast.net
mailto:lmbroyles@comcast.net


Work Continues at Wesley Woods 
 

Here's a quick update on the continuing work at Camp Wesley Woods. 

  

Additional areas around camp have benefited from brush removal. Specifically, you can now see more of the 

creek and walk completely around the Craft Cabin. You can also drive and/or walk up the road behind the Pa-

vilion without dodging tree branches and vines. There are numerous piles of brush waiting to be consolidated 

and burned when Camp Wesley Woods Work Days resume in March. 

 

22 volunteers from Cokesbury UMC put finishing touches on the new Challenge Course structures cleaning 

and sealing them. 11 volunteers from the Wesley Foundation at the University of Tennessee spread almost 

three truckloads of mulch around the new Challenge Course making it safer for campers to use this year. 

 

Habitat Crews from Maryville First UMC have reinforced and replaced the damaged kitchen floor, added rock 

to the crawl space, and installed a sump pump to help manage water under the building. Additional damage 

was identified under the small office floor and that is being repaired.  

 

Todd Huffstetler from Sycamore Tree UMC in Maryville contributed his skill to grade the main camp road. 

The road was so much smoother that many vehicles driving the main camp road thought they had taken a 

wrong turn. 

 

And finally, Staff Training started last week and so far Bob Hayes has brought back as many staffers as he has 

taken out on hikes. 

 

Tony Lea                                                               Larry Martin 

Director, Camp Wesley Woods                            District Lay Leader 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016 NEWS 
THERE WILL BE NO CALL-IN DAY FOR RESERVATIONS. 

ALL ATTENDEES who seek on-campus housing will follow the same procedure, including those with 

special housing needs. 

To enter the random drawing for housing, you must submit your request directly to Lake Junaluska Reserva-

tions Office:  

Submit the online form: www.surveymonkey.com/r/holston-housing or find the link at ac.holston.org  

Requests for Lake Junaluska-owned housing should have been submitted by SATURDAY, JANUARY 

30, 2016. 

If you need a paper mail-in form, please contact Lake Junaluska directly at (800) 222-4930. 

In early February, Lake Junaluska will first process the requests for special housing needs according to estab-

lished criteria.  

If you are a lay or clergy member of the Holston Conference and you have a physician-prescribed 

medical handicap that requires special rooming needs because of mobility, please indicate your needs 

on the online request form 

Note: Indication of special needs is for the Conference member only, not for any family members. 

Next, Lake Junaluska reservations staff will enter all other requests for housing into a pool from which they 

will draw attendees at random.  

Then, Lake Junaluska will contact attendees directly to finalize reservations and to collect the housing depos-

it ($100). Do not send any money with your request form. 

 

IMPORTANT DATE: 

April 1 – Deadline to order a PRINT Book of Reports. It will be available to download at 

no charge by May 5. 

If AC members need to make changes or corrections to an existing registration, they may contact 

Karen Wright at karenwright@holston.org or 865-690-4080.  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/holston-housing
file:///C:/karen/Documents/ANNUAL%20CONFERENCE%202015/PUBLICITY/ac.holston.org
mailto:karenwright@holston.org

