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I might have shared this before, but I am a realist and dwell more on what has happened as opposed to what 
should or should not have happened.  Being a realist does not necessarily condone or condemn, but accept.  
And while I work to learn the lesson from an action or decision or outcome, I spend more time on moving 
ahead knowing things in the past cannot be changed. 

 

Racism is real and to think different is not only wrong, harmful and cruel, but shows it remains as real as it is 
going to get and the only way to move ahead in ways that can heal and forgive is through acceptance. 

 

We hear a lot of talk today about our country’s race problem being systemic.  My instinctual reaction is defen-
sive because it would mean a part of myself is racist.  Over the years I have been proud to say that I have 
black friends and have done nothing to knowingly oppress them.  My college roommate and Sigma Nu big 
brother is black and during those years we roomed together, took vacations together, went to church together, 
visited each others families; needless to say we were close friends.  One of my groomsman is a black man and 
drove from New York to Tennessee when my son died.  So, if our country’s problem is systemic racism then it 
would mean I have played a part in the injustice. 

 

The problem I fail to see lies in my reaction.  My instinct is to be defensive when, in reality, it should be empa-
thy.  As a result, I am led to apologetically admit that I am racist and that the problem very much is systemat-
ic because instincts are based on what we are taught and raised to do and believe.  While my parents did not 
raise me to be racist, unfortunately, being a product of the deep south, my instincts towards racism were influ-
enced by my environment and in a way I did not recognize to be wrong. 

 

As a little boy I had a belt that brought me great pride and was highly admired by 
all of my friends.  My name was boldly stamped across the leather and it fastened 
with an authentic Dukes of Hazzard buckle that prominently displayed the rebel 
flag.  I was not aware of the flag’s purpose, only that it adorned the roof of the car 
(The General Lee) driven by my idolized Duke brothers. 

 

In high school, a close white friend of mine was recruited to play baseball at a 
neighboring private school.  I didn’t know anything about Tuscaloosa Academy (TA) other than it was a 
school for wealthy families and my friend got to go for free due to his baseball scholarship.  At the time, I did 
not know TA was one of many low cost academies established throughout Dixieland in the 50’s and 60’s for 
the sole purpose of keeping segregation alive.  Academies remained low cost until 1976 when they increased 
tuition and changed admission policies due to changes in the law requiring them to accept black students.  I 
also wasn’t aware that many of those schools were established as Christian academies.  It is interesting how 
we are only taught certain aspects of history instead of the rest of the story. 

 

Things remain hidden for a reason and much of the truths about the south is hidden deep within its red clay.  
I have accepted the truths of our past so they no longer concern me; what does is allowing those truths to re-
main. 

 

I am racist, but part of my striving for perfection is not to be. 
 

Sincerely, 

Jason 
 
*On a side note: while there are many passages that can teach us how to better approach systemic racism, I purposely left out scrip-
ture in this article knowing it has and continues to be used as justification for slavery. 
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     Up-Coming Events 
 
July 
 
5 First Sunday for Pastors in new Appointment 
 
 
 
August 
 
20  Pastors Meeting 10:00 a.m. in the Event Center at  

 the  District office 
 
 
September 
 
7 District Office closed-Labor Day 
 
20  District Annual Conference at  
  Maryville, First UMC at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Don’t Forget if you need to bring  
something to the District Office 
please call first so we can let  

you into the building. 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  June 25, 2020—50%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
Alcoa, First * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour)
Binfield Broadway * Burnett Memorial 
* Camp Ground * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury Ebenezer * Eden  
Fairview * Fox * Friendsville  
* Gatlinburg Green Meadow Hillcrest  
Immanuel Kodak * Logan’s Chapel  
Loudon  Luretta * Martel  
Maryville, First * Meadow * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem Peck’s Memorial Pigeon Forge, First 
* Pleasant Hill (B) Pleasant Hill (K) * Pleasant Hill (S)  
* Roberts Sevierville, First * Shults Grove  
St. Mark’s (Blount) St. Paul * Trentville 
Trinity Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Vonore * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 

 

Thanks to all that are current with minister’s 
dues! Dues run from July 2019-June 2020. 
 
Stuart Albee  Charles Ledger 
Kristie Banes  David Lord   
Parker Benson  Charles Maynard  
Todd Chancey  Catherine Nance  
Barbara Clark  Valerie Ohle   
Amy Cook  Timothy Paul   
Gery Dingman  Mickey Rainwater  
Betty Furches  Laura Rasor   
Susan Groseclose Nickie Simmons  
Timothy Hankins Ken Tucker 
Brian Inman  Nancy Twigg 
Jeff Lambert  Monty Walton 
Anne Lee  Charles Wender 
Susana Lopez  Steve Yeaney 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Pastors 
 Smoky Mountain District 
 
Alcoa, First, Associate 
 Joe Green 
 

Bethel (Seymour) 
 Kimberly Cowell 
 

Beulah/French Broad 
 Interim-James Bailes 
 8/1/20 - Don Ferguson 
 

Broadway 
 Ron Fisher 
 

Camp Ground 
 William Brickey 
 

Friendsville 
 Isaac Collins 
 

Maryville, First 
 Jonathan Jonas 
 

Piney Grove 
 Steve Hancock 
 

Sycamore Tree 
 Don Jones 
 

Union Grove (Blount) 
 Valerie Ohle 
 

Williamson Chapel 
 Peter Kenny 
 

Zion 
 Rex Rogers 

Hands-on-Mission Food Buckets 
 
Thanks so much to all the churches that were able to collect 
Food Buckets this year. We received 700 buckets this year. 
Great Job!! 



Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 
 I absolutely love Day Lilies and have many varieties in my garden.  My husband feels the same 
way about Iris, so as you can imagine we have no shortage of either of these.  For a few years I was in 
charge of the plant sale which was the annual fund-raising project for the Blount County Master Garden-
er Association.  Plants for the sale are donated from fellow gardeners.  During that time, our gardens be-
came a temporary home to many plants awaiting the plant sale.  Most of the time, especially for Day Lil-
ies and Iris, the color is not known so there is an element of surprise that awaits to see what color they 
are. There is a beautiful Day Lily farm just outside of Knoxville, Oakes Day Lily Farm and annually they 
host a Day Lily Bloom Festival, sadly this year’s festival was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  I 
have gone many times in past years and enjoy seeing a sea of color as I scanned the fields of Day Lilies.  
Did you know lilies are mentioned in the Bible?  Matthew 6:25-34 is a wonderful passage about how we 
should approach worrying.  Verse 28 says, And why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these.  As you remember Solomon was King David’s son and became a very wealthy 
king after asking God for wisdom.  The rest of the passage assures us that no matter what, God will pro-
tect us.  We don’t have to worry about what we will wear, eat or drink.  The last verse says, So, do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.  Today’s trouble is enough for today.  
In these days of uncertainty and social unrest, I encourage you to read these scriptures and remember 
that God is with us protecting us and caring for us just as he cares for all creation even the lilies.  Please 
continue to pray for our country and our world. 
 

On May 17, 2020, we collected donations for Beacon of Hope located in South Knoxville.  This was our 
hands-on-mission project for our Day Apart which was cancelled.  Donations were staged at Green Mead-
ow UMC in Alcoa until arrangements were made to deliver them to Beacon of Hope on June 2.  Even 
though their Sharing Shop has not reopened, they are operating the Food Coop as a drive through  
service.  The generosity of the Smoky Mountain District UMW was greatly appreciated and much needed.  
Thanks to each of the Units who brought donations and made monetary donations!  You are truly making 
a difference in the lives of women, children and youth. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the Smoky Mountain District UMW Social Action Event planned for  
August 22, 2020, at Central United Methodist Church in Lenoir City.  This will be a combined event with 
the Tennessee Valley District UMW.  Our topic will be human trafficking.   
 

In challenging times and all times, please remember that together we are, One Body, One Spirit.  May 
God richly bless you!  


