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COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

As you have probably heard by now, many regularly scheduled Holston Conference events 
have changed.  With announcements happening at different times, I wanted to provide you 
with a list of what has taken place thus far. 
 
Annual Conference - After many discussions about how best to host this years Annual 

Conference, the planning committee has decided to hold a two-hour online conference 
on June 27 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  There will be a pre-conference briefing on June 
7 (time to be announced) to discuss all materials and procedures for the Virtual Annual 
Conference. 

Moving Schedule - Bishop Taylor and the Cabinet have decided to not make any changes 
to this years moving schedule.  Final Sunday for moving pastors will be June 14th with 
duties and responsibilities at new appointments to begin July 1st. 

Summer Camp - Keeping the health and safety of each camper as top priority, Camping 
and Retreat Ministries has announced that summer camp will not take place this year.  
As a product of United Methodist camping, I am greatly saddened by the reality of this 
decision but fully support the camping leadership in making sure our children are not 
exposed to COVID-19. 

Church Reopening - Our Bishop released a statement this week that all churches will re-
main closed and reopening will only happen when it is safe to do so across the entire 
Conference.  Like you, I long for the day to return to our physical churches, but now is 
not the time.  Now, more than ever, we need to remember the song we sang as children: 
The church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is not a resting 
place; the church is a people. I am the church! You are the church! We are the church 
together! All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, we’re the church together! 

 
I pray you continue to stay safe and put your focus on God; who remains with us, provides 
us strength, and provides the path for us to follow.  I continue to give thanks for all you do 
for the local church, district, and conference and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

April 2020 



     Up-Coming Events 
 

May 
 
5-15 General Conference, Minneapolis, MN - Cancelled 
 
25 District office closed for Memorial Day 
 
21 Pastors’ Spring Luncheon in the Event Center-starting at 
  10:00 a.m. with a short meeting then  
  lunch at 11:30 a.m. - Cancelled 
 
June 
 
3 Hands on Mission - Please deliver your buckets to  
  Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry, Maryville,  
  between 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
7-10 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska NC - Postponed 
 
7 Pre-Conference Briefing  
 
23 District Committee on Ministry meeting 2 p.m. in Large 
  Conference room at the District office 
 
24  Moving Day for Transitioning Pastors 
 
27 Virtual Annual Conference - 1:00 p.m. 
 
July 
 
5 First Sunday for Pastors in new Appointment 
 
30 Pastors Summer Picnic at Kodak UMC starting at 6 p.m. 
 
August 
 
20  Pastors Meeting 10:00 a.m. in the Event Center at the  
  District office 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  April 26, 2020—33.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour) Binfield  
Broadway * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground 
Carpenters * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury 
* Eden Fairview * Fox  
* Friendsville  Hillcrest Immanuel 
Kodak * Logan’s Chapel Loudon  
Luretta * Martel Maryville, First  
* Meadow * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
 New Hope * New Salem Peck’s Memorial  

Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) Pleasant Hill (K)  
* Roberts Sevierville, First * Shults Grove  
St. Mark (Knox) St. Mark’s (Blount) St. Paul   
Sycamore Tree  * Trentville Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B) * Vonore * Webb’s Creek  
* Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Smoky Mountain District Ministers Dues 
    Thank you note to all that are current with  
    Ministers’ Dues-Dues run from  
    July 2019-June 2020 
 
Kristie Banes  David Lord   
Parker Benson  Charles Maynard  
Todd Chancey  Catherine Nance  
Amy Cook  Valerie Ohle   
Gery Dingman  Timothy Paul   
Betty Furches  Mickey Rainwater  
Susan Groseclose Laura Rasor   
Timothy Hankins Nickie Simmons  
Brian Inman  Ken Tucker 
Jeff Lambert  Monty Walton 
Charles Ledger Charles Wender 
Susana Lopez  Steve Yeaney 
 
You may send dues to: 
Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Road 
Sevierville TN 37862 
 
 

 
Pastors-CEU Update 
 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest  

Continuing Education Update News: 

https://www.robly.com/archive?
id=10273b5e5a8803772c08f93a694d4ab9  
  
 
 

Smoky Mountain District 
UMW Upcoming Events 

 
 
July 24-25 - Holston Conference Mission U, Pleas-
ant View UMC, Abingdon, VA 
 
August 8 - Holston Conference Social Action Work-
shop, Location TBD 
 
August 22 - District Social Action Event,  
Central UMC, Lenoir City, Human  
Trafficking, Hanks-on-Mission Project-Raise A 
Voice 
 
November 7 - District Annual Meeting, speaker 
Rev. Sandra Johnson, Location TBD 

https://www.robly.com/archive?id=10273b5e5a8803772c08f93a694d4ab9
https://www.robly.com/archive?id=10273b5e5a8803772c08f93a694d4ab9


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
 Ephesians 3:20 states, Never doubt God’s mighty power to work in you and accomplish all 
this.  He will achieve infinitely more than your greatest request, your most unbelievable dream, and 
exceed you wildest imagination!  He will outdo them all, for his miraculous power constantly ener-
gizes you.   How true this is in the midst of Lent the Coronavirus pandemic.  We are all practicing 
social distancing, caring for family, friends and neighbors as best we can.  But did you notice the 
spiritual awakening that is happening?  I have seen in the news where people are praying for our 
health care providers, doing acts of kindness in their neighborhoods, recognizing and appreciating 
grocery store employees and restaurant employees to name a few.  One of my online devotional apps 
states, “During the past six weeks we’ve witnessed God moving in amazing ways as we saw the larg-
est engagement increase ever, with more people searching the Bible for hope and peace, sharing Bi-
ble verses and Verse Images with others, and engaging in God’s Word with their families through 
the Bible App for Kids. And we’ve seen more than 1.6 million prayers added in just the last month.”  
Churches have experienced a boost in attendance via live stream either through Facebook or You 
Tube.  We even experienced Easter without ever stepping inside our churches.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells 
us There is a season for everything and a time for ever matter under the heavens.  I marvel at the 
timing of this pandemic, Spring, which is in my opinion, the most beautiful season.  During this qui-
eter time, we have witnessed nature bursting forth with life, the Earth changed into an ever-
changing color pallet.  And, most importantly, we have taken the time to notice, to marvel, to be 
thankful, to reflect on God’s goodness. 
 
 The Smoky Mountain District UMW are looking forward to the return of the time when we 
can once again gather together.  In June we will gather together for our Day Apart at Green Mead-
ow UMC on June 27, 2020.  Rev. Sarah Slack, Associate Pastor at Maryville First UMC will be our 
speaker.  Our hands-on-mission project will be Beacon of Hope and you may bring your donated 
items to the meeting.  Donna McConnell, Director, will share information about Beacon of Hope 
with us. 
 
 As we think of ways to help our neighbors during this time, I would encourage you to re-
member Wesley House and Susannahs House.  Your Unit could pay for a carry out meal, donate 
cleaning supplies, soap, paper towels and toilet paper.  Monetary donations are always appreciat-
ed.  Both of these agencies provide such needed service, I hope you will join me in doing whatever 
you can to help those who now find it even harder to survive. 
 
 Truly we are, One Body, One Spirit, and I am thankful for each of you.  I pray God’s bless-

ing upon you and may you experience good health and renewed energy  

 
2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 

 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Wednesday, June 3, 2020,  10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  (Do not deliver early) 


