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COVID-19 Response 
 

As of Friday, March 27th, the churches of the Holston Conference continue to operate under the bishop’s last 
letter from March 18 where she says, “The good news is medical experts know social distancing is helping slow 
the spread of the virus.  The bad news is it is still spreading.  We hoped after two weeks of church closure, we 
would be able to gather for worship on Sunday, March 29; however, we now know it is in the best interest of 
our communities to remain closed until further notice.”  I thought I would use this space to update you on the 
conference’s response to the outbreak and communicate some tools and resources that are available to assist 
you in staying connected with your local church.  
 

Worship 
Many of our local churches are finding creative ways to offer authentic worship experiences and stay connect-
ed.  Go to https://www.holston.org/worship-resources to find churches currently offering online worship.  For 
those who have limited abilities in technology and video production and would like the opportunity to use such 
resources, send me an email at jasongattis@holston.org and I can work to assist you in making some connec-
tions. 
A question I have received from some pastors relates to Holy Communion.  This seems to be a topic of conver-
sation across the denomination and the Council of Bishops are discussing it as well.  Bishop Taylor will be com-
municating in the near future the appropriate and inappropriate ways to celebrate the Lord’s Supper during 
this unprecedented time. 
 

Tithing 
The conference office has established an online giving tool for anyone in the conference to send their tithes and 
offerings.  Our conference treasurer, Rick Cherry, is doing a weekly accounting of those gifts and sending 
checks to the local churches.  You can make an online gift to your church at https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/
ChurchOffering. 
Another question I have received from pastors and church leaders relates to part time employee pay and un-
employment.  Unemployment benefits do not apply to churches because churches and faith based organiza-
tions are not liable for FUTA (Federal Unemployment Tax Act).  Churches will need to make the same tough 
decisions as secular businesses when it comes to part time employees.  My advice is, since church employees are 
not eligible for unemployment, do all you can to pay your part time staff, encourage online giving or giving by 
mail, and reprioritize financial resources into a necessity model.  And remember, this is only temporary. 
 

This worldwide pandemic changes daily so I will work to send a weekly briefing on changes related to our con-
ference and churches.  In the meantime, know that each and every one of you are in my daily prayers.  I pray 
that you do your part in controlling the spread of COVID-19 by practicing social distancing and staying at 
home.  It is a reality we do not enjoy, but one we can all work through together.  I leave with you my favorite 
passage of Scripture that I have probably shared with you before: “28 Have you never heard?  Have you never 
understood?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth.  He never grows weak or weary.  No 
one can measure the depths of his understanding.  29 He gives power to the weak and strength to the power-
less.  30 Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion.  31 But those who 
trust in the Lord will find new strength.  They will soar high on wings like eagles.  They will run and not grow 
weary.  They will walk and not faint.” - Isaiah 40:28-31 
 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

April 2020 
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     Up-Coming Events 
April 
 

1  Deadline to order print copy of Annual Conference Book of 
  Reports 

 
12  
 
 
 
 
 
20-22 Jubilation in Pigeon Forge, TN - - Cancelled 
 
23 Pastors’ meeting in the Event Center at the District office 

  starting at 10:00 a.m.-work day to follow  
  (more information coming soon)  - - Cancelled 
 

May 
 
5-15 General Conference, Minneapolis, MN - Cancelled 
 
25 District office closed for Memorial Day 
 
21 Pastors’ Spring Luncheon in the Event Center-starting at 
  10:00 a.m. with a short meeting then  
  lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
 
June 
 
3 Hands on Mission - Please deliver your buckets to  
  Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry, Maryville,  
  between 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
7-10 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska NC 
 
11 Office Closed 
 
24 Moving Day for Transitioning Pastors 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  March 26, 2020—25%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
Alcoa, First * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Seymour)
Binfield Broadway * Burnett Memorial 
* Camp Ground Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury Ebenezer * Eden  
Fairview * Fox * Friendsville  
Green Meadow  Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 
Loudon Luretta * Martel  
Maryville, First * Meadow * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem 
Peck’s Memorial Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) 
Pleasant Hill (K) * Roberts Sevierville, First 
Seymour * Shults Grove St. Paul  
* Trentville  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Vonore  * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 

Smoky Mountain District Ministers Dues 
    Thank you note to all that are current with  
    Ministers’ Dues-Dues run from  
    July 2019-June 2020 
 
Kristie Banes  David Lord   
Parker Benson  Charles Maynard  
Todd Chancey  Catherine Nance  
Amy Cook  Valerie Ohle   
Gery Dingman  Timothy Paul   
Betty Furches  Mickey Rainwater  
Susan Groseclose Laura Rasor   
Timothy Hankins Nickie Simmons  
Brian Inman  Ken Tucker 
Jeff Lambert  Monty Walton 
Charles Ledger Charles Wender 
Susana Lopez  Steve Yeaney 
 
You may send dues to: 
Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Road 
Sevierville TN 37862 
 
 

 
Pastors-CEU Update 
 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest  

Continuing Education Update News: 
https://www.robly.com/archive?
id=faf0ac8c34a654c913de342b2bcaa119 
 
  
 
 

Smoky Mountain District 
UMW Upcoming Events 

 
April17-19 - SEJ, Mobile, AL 
 
April 24-26 - RISE Event, Pigeon Forge 
 
July 24-25 - Holston Conference Mission U, Pleas-
ant View UMC, Abingdon, VA 
 
August 8 - Holston Conference Social Action Work-
shop, Location TBD 
 
August 22 - District Social Action Event,  
Central UMC, Lenoir City, Human  
Trafficking, Hanks-on-Mission Project-Raise A 
Voice 
 
November 7 - District Annual Meeting, speaker 
Rev. Sandra Johnson, Location TBD 

https://www.robly.com/archive?id=faf0ac8c34a654c913de342b2bcaa119
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Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 
 In the midst of Lent, we have experienced an interesting turn caused by the Corona-
virus.  In mid-March it became apparent that many of our plans would have to be changed; 
Wesley House Fundraiser, Tablescapes, was rescheduled to May 9, 2020, Smoky Mountain 
District UMW Day Apart was rescheduled for June 27, 2020, many of our Sunday worship 
services were done by live streaming, sports events were cancelled, etc.  Right in the midst of 
life were all these interruptions.  I’ve been reading an online Lenten Devotional entitled, 
Enough.  One devotion focused on Isaiah 1:17, “Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the 
oppressed.  Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.”  This Francis-
can prayer was offered, “May god bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and 
superficial relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts.  May God bless us with 
anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that we may work for justice, 
freedom and peace.  May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, re-
jection, starvation and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn 
their pain into joy.  May God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a 
difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.  Amen.”  Not 
even the Coronavirus can stop United Methodist Women from carrying out our mission to 
care for the needs of women, children and youth around the world. 
 
 RISE will be held on April 24 - 26, 2020 at Mainstay.  Katie Pryor will be the speaker 
and will talk about Maternal/Child Health.  Adoration will once again provide the mu-
sic.  Bishop Taylor will speak on Sunday.  We are challenged to make, knit, sew or crochet 
30" x 30" baby blankets to be given to children's hospitals or other agencies.  Once again, 
scholarships are available, please let me know if you are interested. 
 
 Day Apart will now be held at Green Meadow UMC on June 27, 2020.  Rev. Sarah 
Slack, Associate Pastor at Maryville First UMC will be our speaker.  Our hands-on-mission 
project will be Beacon of Hope and you may bring your donated items to the meeting.  Don-
na McConnell, Director, will share information about Beacon of Hope with us. 
 
 No matter what obstacles and turns our life journey has, together we are, One Body, 
One Spirit.  May God bless you with good health and may you continue His work!   

2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Wednesday, June 3, 2020,  10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  (Do not deliver early) 



 
 
 
Rollercoasters  
 
I do not like roller coasters. I do not like the unpre-
dictability, the speed, and the uncertainty. My kids 
get a kick out of trying to get me on them and enjoy 
it a little too much when I oblige them  
 
Last week was a roller coaster ride in the market. 
Fears of the coronavirus spreading, election anxiety, 
and other concerns related to the ongoing trade war 
makes for an exciting 2020 for anyone invested in 
stocks. Experts say that a correction in the market 
was needed, and often that is not a bad thing. Any current losses reported through our perfor-
mance are on paper only, unless a church chooses to remove their funds in a panicked reaction to 
current events. 
 
Regardless of the sensitivities, the markets have shown to bad and good news, the most important 
number to remember is 7.5%. That is our average annualized return since 1990 when the Foun-
dation first offered the Balanced Growth Fund. Swings do occur in the market, but over time it 
continues to trend upward. 
 
If your church does not have investments in the Foundation for funds such as mowing the ceme-
tery, managing building and maintenance, scholarships, etc. now would be an excellent time to 
consider this option to CDs. The old adage of “buy low, sell high” remains to be true. 
 
We would love to discuss with you our options for your church to consider and look forward to 
being on the ride with you. 
 
Paul Bowman 
Executive Director  


