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The regularly scheduled meeting of the General Conference of the UMC will convene on May 5th in Minneapolis. As 
many have heard by now, a new plan has emerged that could find its way to the floor of the conference. Since this 
plan, called The Proposal, has seemed to received blessings from the many diverse areas of the denomination, I feel 
it important to share with you its key elements. 

Allows the formation of Methodist denominations outside The United Methodist Church. Registration with the 
Secretary of the Council of Bishops of intent to form a new Methodist denomination pursuant to this Proto-
col must occur not later than May 15, 2021. 

 A (non-U.S.) central conference would be able to choose with a two-thirds vote to affiliate with a new Methodist 
denomination. The vote deadline would be December 31, 2021, and if no vote is taken the conference remains in the 
post-separation United Methodist Church. 
 An annual conference, whether in a central conference or U.S. jurisdictional conference, also could vote to affili-

ate with a new Methodist denomination. A vote of 20 percent or more at an annual conference session would be 
needed to have the disaffiliation vote, and a disaffiliation vote would have to pass by 57 percent. The disaffiliation 
vote deadline is July 1, 2021. 
 The leadership body of a local church considering disaffiliation could determine a threshold of a simple majori-

ty or two-thirds for the vote on whether to separate. Decisions about disaffiliation must be made by December 31, 
2024. 
 A local church affiliating with another Methodist denomination “pursuant to the protocol” would keep its assets 

and liabilities. 
 After the 2020 General Conference, there would be a special General Conference for the remaining post-

separation United Methodist Church. The purpose of the Special Session would be to create regional conferences, 
remove the current prohibitions against LGBTQ persons, and to repeal the Traditional Plan. 
 The General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church would provide $25 mil-

lion, over four years, “to the traditionalist Methodist denomination established pursuant to this protocol.” The new 
denomination would give up further claims to United Methodist assets, including those of general boards and agen-
cies. 
 GCFA would escrow $2 million to help other potential new denominations. 

The pension plans of The United Methodist Church would remain in place for all current clergy and lay em-
ployees, even if they affiliate with another Methodist denomination under the protocol. 

To support communities historically marginalized by racism, GCFA would allocate $39 million over eight years to 
strengthen Asian, Black, Hispanic-Latino, Native American and Pacific Islander ministries, as well as Africa Uni-
versity. Of that total, $13 million would come from funds the separating traditionalist denomination chose to forgo. 
Details of the Proposal can be found at https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-
Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation. A FAQ document can be found at https://www.umnews.org/en/
news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq. 
I ask that you spend some time over the next few months praying for the General Conference, our delegation, and 
The United Methodist Church. 
As always, thank you so very much for all you do for the glory of God through our district, conference, and denomi-
nation! 
Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

February 2020 
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     Up-Coming Events 
 

February  
 
3-27 Annual Conference Housing Requests 
 
4 District Committee on Ministry meeting with Local Pastors 
  at Maryville, First UMC 
 
17-19 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN –link for  
  registration below: hit ctrl and enter 
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=21091ba27a13b65c70633baa5f7bc6ee  
 
March 
 
6-8 Clergy Spouses Retreat 
 
8  Daylight Savings time begins-Spring Forward 
 
9-13 Appointment Cabinet-Appointment Making Week 
 
24 District Committee on Ministry meeting in the large  
  conference room at the District office at 1 p.m. 
April 
 
1  Deadline to order print copy of Annual Conference Book of 

  Reports 
 
12  
 
 
 
 
 
20-22 Jubilation in Pigeon Forge, TN  

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2020 District Ministries  
           (Thru  January 31, 2020—8.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2020 District Ministries paid) 
 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Seymour) Broadway 
* Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff Cokesbury Ebenezer 
* Eden * Fox * Friendsville 
Hillcrest Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 
Luretta Maryville, First * Meadow 
* Mountain View  * New Salem Pigeon Forge, First 
Pleasant Hill (K) * Roberts Sevierville, First 
Seymour * Shults Grove St. Mark (K)  
St Mark’s (B)  St. Paul * Trentville 
Trinity  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Vonore * Williamson Chapel * Zion 

Ministers’ Convocation 2020 

February 17-19 
Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge, TN  

 

Save the Date for an exciting Ministers’ 

Convocation next February! Watch your 

email for more details and registration 

information in the District office and on 

the Holston Website.  

 

Our plenary speakers will include: 

 Carey Nieuwhof—A former law-

yer and founding pastor of Connexus 

Church and the author of several best-

selling books. 

 

 Jasmine Smothers—Jasmine 

Rose Smothers currently serves as the 

Lead Pastor of historic Atlanta First 

United Methodist Church.  

 

 Jeremy Troxler– Jeremy Troxler 

is the pastor of Guilford College United 

Methodist Church in Greensboro N.C. 

 

 
Smoky Mountain District 
UMW Upcoming Events 

 
March 21 - District Day Apart, Green  
 Meadow UMC, Alcoa, TN  
(Registration 1-1:30 p.m., Program 1:30-3:00 
p.m. - Rev. Sarah Slackm Maryville First 
UMC speaking; Hands-on-Mission Project, 
Beacon of Hope, Vestal UMC, Dona 
McConnell and Pat Bellingrath speaking) 
 
April17-19 - SEJ, Mobile, AL 
 
April 24-26 - RISE Event, Pigeon Forge 
 
July 24-25 - Holston Conference Mission U, 
Pleasant View UMC, Abingdon, VA 
 
August 8 - Holston Conference Social Action 
Workshop, Location TBD 
 
August 22 - District Social Action Event,  
Central UMC, Lenoir City, Human  
Trafficking, Hanks-on-Mission Project-Raise 
A Voice 
 
November 7 - District Annual Meeting, 
speaker Rev. Sandra Johnson, Location TBD 
 

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=21091ba27a13b65c70633baa5f7bc6ee


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
 

February is a very special month for me.  Several of my family members will celebrate birthdays in 
February.  Toward the middle of the month, we will welcome a new grandchild.  Then there’s Valen-
tine’s Day on February 14th.  February is certainly the month to celebrate love.  I was at Beacon of 
Hope in South Knoxville the other day when someone came in who stated that they did not have any 
food in their house and could Beacon of Hope please help them?  Quickly, Donna McConnell, Direc-
tor, came to the rescue and the person left with some food.  This made me think of how blessed many 
of us are and don’t realize how important things are like food, shelter, clothing – just the basics.  My 
heart aches to know there are people in our world who do not have anything to eat or anywhere to 
live.  How thankful I am for Beacon of Hope that shows love to those in need.   
 
The Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women Leadership Team met on January 4th, to 
plan our District events for 2020.  We have an amazing year ahead and I hope you will be able to 
participate in as many opportunities as possible.   
 
In just a few days, on February 8, 2020, we will gather at Ebenezer United Methodist Church for our 
New Visions Event.  Rev. Leah Burns will speak on Knowing Our Story: Transforming Our World.  
Registration will begin at 1 p.m. and the program at 1:30 p.m.  Wesley House in Knoxville will be 
our hand-on-mission project and we are asked to bring items from their wish list.   
 
Our Day Apart will be held at Green Meadow UMC on March 21, 2020.  Rev. Sarah Slack, Associ-
ate Pastor at Maryville First UMC will be our speaker.  Our hands-on-mission project will be Bea-
con of Hope.  Donna McConnell, Director, will share information about Beacon of Hope with us. 
The Southeastern Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting will be held April 17-19, 2020, in Mobile, AL. 
Registration is open now online at www.umwsej.org; the registration fee is $210 until March 2, 2020.  
After March 2 until registration closes on March 15, there is a late fee of $25 for a total registration 
of $235. The registration fee includes the meeting, inspirational speakers and worship, beautiful mu-
sic, a workshop of your choice, lunch on Saturday, a dinner banquet on Saturday evening, and great 
entertainment!   If there is enough interest, the Smoky Mountain District UMW could arrange 
transportation via van or bus.  If you are interested, please let me know by March 15, 2010. 
 
As the new year gets busy and busier, I pray you would take time to think about all the blessings in 

your life and remember those who live in the margins of society in our communities and around the 
world.  Together, One Body, One Spirit, let us show love to the world.   

2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Date and Time will be announced later 


