
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

In this season of Lent, we are in preparation to celebrate 
once again the birth of Jesus. Little did the world know 
that an infant born in a stable could have such an impact 
through history and give hope to a world in need. And 
yet, because of His example there is still the message of 
hope in the lives of those we all serve daily through 
ministry. Your support, presence and prayers enable me 
to continue to be in ministry through Project Crossroads 
bringing hope to those with housing, heating and medical 
needs as well as those whose lives are affected by 
disaster. Let us remember that Christmas isn’t one day a 
year but is every day that Jesus the Christ becomes real 
to those we serve as we share His presence in real and 
tangible ways through ministry and mission. As we serve 
together may we continue to bring hope to those who 
suffer and often feel alone and find transformation as we 
share in the fulness of God’s love and grace. Blessings 
and peace in this Christmas season! 

 

projectcrossroads.org 

We will be updating our website after the first of the 
year. Please send a picture or two from your trip and 
service here and we will periodically post these on the 
site.  

 
Mark Has Retired 

It’s official, Mark Stransky retired on August 31st of this 
year and is now enjoying some rest and fishing. He is in 
Sneedville with Linda until she retires next year and then 
they will be living in Asheville, North Carolina. He is 
greatly missed here at Project Crossroads and in the 
community where he served for over eleven years as a 
Church and Community Worker. He has come to help us 
with our firewood ministry and will periodically come in 
and help us with our rehab ministries as well. He and 
Linda as well as Linda’s brother, Paul, came and helped 
us with our Thanksgiving dinner this year. We wish 
Mark the best as he enjoys his retirement. 

Warren Family Thanksgiving Meal 

This year we prepared and delivered and fed individuals 
in the church over 325 meals on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

This marks our 29th year of servings meals on 
Thanksgiving and has become a tradition for many who 
volunteer to help prepare and serve as well as deliver 
meals to those in our community. We are blessed that the 
Marion Junior High School allows us to cook our turkeys 
and dressing in their kitchen and for Marion First UMC 
which allows us to serve meals in the fellowship hall and 
prepare the meals for delivery. 
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This Summer/Fall 

We had 24 rehab teams and worked on 32 homes, 
painted the exterior of a church and the interior of the 
Project House as well as worked on and painted the 
parsonage that Mark has lived in. We have had four 
firewood teams that helped cut, split, stack and deliver 
firewood. We have made three trips to the east coast 
following Hurricane Florence to deliver over 1800 
cleaning buckets and over 3500 hygiene kits. Many of 
you have been a part of the work teams or helped prepare 
the buckets and kits in preparation for delivery in time of 
disaster. I thank you for your partnership in service and 
ministry with us. Without your dedication we could not 
serve number of families we have through our various 
ministries. I look forward as we serve together in the 
coming year.  

 

Developments 

We are still seeking designated funds that will help buy 
and install a door, so we can begin to use the larger 
storage area. This will increase the number of buckets 
and hygiene kits we can store as well as the amount of 
furniture we can receive and store for local families in 
emergencies.  

Preparing for our RAM Clinic this year May 17-19, 2019 
so volunteer to come and help us serve the dental, vision 
and medical needs of those in our region. 

We have received two grants that will assist us in our 
home rehab for handicap needs. We received $10,000 
from the Holston Conference Foundation that will enable 
us to buy materials to build ramps and widen doorways 
for accessibility needs during the year when we don’t 
have work teams and those resources available. We want 
to thank Paul Bowman and the Foundation for this grant, 
it will enable us to assist families more expeditiously and 
not have to wait until teams are here in the summer 
season. 

We also received a grant of $20,000 from the Foundation 
for the Carolinas that will enable us to buy wheelchair 
accessible showers and do the appropriate rehab for 
accessibility for wheelchair bound individuals, so they 
can remain in their homes. Some of the funds will be 
available for ramp construction as well for these families. 
We have had to turn down three families over the past 
two years because we don’t have resources and no 
agency has resources to purchase these shower units. We 

are grateful for this grant, which means we can now 
provide this service. 

Support 

I thank all of my supporting churches and the supporting 
churches for the Project. Without such support I couldn’t 
serve as your missionary and Project Crossroads 
wouldn’t be providing the ministries that we do. We are 
constantly in need for new supporting churches in order 
to cover my support and for the operation of Project 
Crossroads. During the winter and spring our donations 
are always down some and this puts in some strain on our 
finances. You can support as a church, Sunday school 
class or an individual. See how you may support below. 

I want to try and visit in all of my supporting churches, 
so please contact me and we will schedule a date for me 
to come and update you on our mission and ministries.  

If your church is not presently supporting the Project or 
me, I would appreciate the opportunity to come and meet 
with the church and share a presentation on our ministry. 
We need more supporting churches in order to meet our 
financial obligations as well as plan for future growth. 

I am solely dependent on you for my salary and benefits, 
so I covet your continued support and solicit future 
support from churches not yet in a relationship with me 
or Project Crossroads. Some have been supporting 
churches in the past and I would love for you to pick me 
back up as I continue to serve in this valuable 
opportunity of ministry and mission. 

To contact me to schedule a date to come and speak and 
share about our work and our mission opportunities you 
can email me at hhowe54@yahoo.com or call me on my 
cell at 276-685-6654. Hope to hear from you soon. 

My support number for churches in Holston is: 020 
Project number for churches in Holston is: 047  

Outside Holston and non-Methodist support send to: 
Project Crossroads 136 Snider Branch Rd. Marion, VA 
24354 

From our webpage you can send donations through 
PayPal now as well. 

 

Thank you and may God bless you in the coming New 
Year! 


