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I wanted to take the opportunity to express my gratitude for your overwhelming attendance and 
participation in some important gatherings we recently had as a district. 
 

Our Smoky Mountain District conference and celebration turned out to be a great success!  Close to 
200 of us gathered for a time of worship, business, and fellowship.  Many thanks go out to David 
Slack and his fellow bluegrassers for providing some excellent music (though there was one choice 
I did not find to be quite excellent), our participating ice cream contestants, and Mountain View 
United Methodist for their hospitality.  Congratulations to Mountain View for winning the ice 
cream contest!  For a day that couldn’t have been any better, it was topped off with a very generous 
check to Wesley Woods totaling $2,000! 
 

Two days later our clergy gathered for a clergy meeting where we were introduced to Rev. Kathy 
Heustess, the new Director for the Holston Center for Wellbeing.  We also welcomed Joy Gaertner 
with Walking with Joy, an organization focused on helping people navigate through their grief.  
Rev. Heustess talked to us about the importance of self-care while Ms. Gaertner provided helpful 
tools for churches to care for those in grief. 
 

The following Sunday 265 of us gathered as a district to hear from our conference delegation to the 
2019 Special Called Session of General Conference which will be held February 23-26 in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  An informative video was shown accompanied by an information sheet handout.  The 
majority of the two and half hours was spent in Q&A on the history of our Disciplinary statements 
on homosexuality and the three plans being considered for the denomination’s Way Forward.  I am 
grateful to how we were able to approach this time with a sense of Holy Conferencing that turned 
out to be the center of healthy dialogue.  I want to thank Rev. Wil Cantrell, Del Holley, Rev. Sandra 
Johnson, Rev. Jerry Russell, Rev. Paul Seay, John Tate, Karen Wright, and Bishop Taylor for being 
with us that day and providing insight to what is before the General Conference. 
 

In the midst of it all, I have been witness to the presence of the Spirit!  Not only in the settings I just 
mentioned but also in the churches I have recently attended where celebrations took place honoring 
150 years of ministry and 180 years of ministry.  Some may have doubts, but I see the church alive 
and well and continuing to seek the Spirit’s guidance and direction to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world! 
 

Thank you for all you do! 
 

Jason 



Up-Coming Events 
 

October 
 
Charge Conferences scheduled through the month of October 
 
November 
 
13 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
18 Last Cluster Charge Conference for 2018 
 
21-23 District office closed for Thanksgiving 
 
30 Pastors’ Christmas Banquet at the Airport Hilton 
 
December 
 
13 Smoky Mountain District local church Administrative  
  Assistants will be treated to a Christmas lunch here  
  in the Event Center at the District  office at noon. 
 
21-Jan 1 District office will be closed for Christmas holiday 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2018 District Ministries (Maryville District) 

           (Thru September 26, 2018—75%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2018 District Ministries paid) 
 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Loudon)  
* Bethel (Seymour)  * Binfield Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff  * Eden * Eleazer  
Fairview  * Fenders * Forkners Chapel  
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First  
* Green Meadow  * Immanuel * Logan’s Chapel 
Loudon  Madisonville, First Maryville, First  
* Meadow  * Middle Creek * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View  * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem  Oakland Peck’s Memorial  
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B)  
* Pleasant Hill  (R)  * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
Sevierville, First  Seymour * Shults Grove  
* St. John  St. Mark’s Sweetwater, First  
* Tellico Plains, First  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B)  
* Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek  
* Walland  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Wesley Chapel  * Williamson Chapel 

Camp Wesley Woods News 
 

Upcoming events: 
 Christmas Day Camp.. December 8, 
 2018 Cost to be announced 
 Winter Camp.. December 26-29 
 Cost to be announced 
        Confirmation Camp.. March 1-2, 2019 

 

Looking for childcare over 
the Christmas holidays?  
How about Camp? 
Christmas Day Camp  
December 8 from 10am to 
6pm  $55  
Winter Camp full session December 27-30 
$299 mini session December 27-28 $149 
 

Want some fun with your confirmation? 
How about coming to camp? March 1-2, 
2019 
 

Want to use your golf swing to help others? 
Come to our Golf Tournament April 29, 
2019 
 

For more information about these events 
visit www.campwesleywoods.com 
  

HOLSTON CONFERENCE 
JOURNALS  
 
Orders are NOW being taken for the 2017 
Holston Conference Journal. Place your 
order online at:  
 
https://holston.org/store/sell/2017-printed-
journal-order/  
 
Orders for the 2018 Holston Conference 
Journal will be taken at a later date.  

 

Praying  

“A Way Forward” 

Each and Every Day 

Please Remember to 

Pause and Pray for your 

Holston Delegation  

Between 

2:23-2:26 a.m. or p.m. 
 

(February 23-26-Dates of  
Special Session Of  

The General Conference) 

Smoky Mtn. Ministers 
Just a note of thanks to all that are current with minister’s dues! 
Barbara Clark, Ginger Isom, Charles Maynard, Laura Rasor, Betty 
Furches, Magan Stubblefield, Charles Ledger, Curtis McKee, Rex  
Rogers, Ken Tucker, Susan Groseclose, David Lord, Mickey Rainwater, 
Al Shaver, Charles Wender. 
You may send dues to: 
 Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862 
Blessings ,Ken 

http://www.campwesleywoods.com


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
 
 

 I have had the privilege of caring for my granddaughter since she was 2 months old while her parents 
are at work.  I have watched her grow and enjoyed all the stages little ones go through.  One early morning 
we were outside, exploring the new day when all of a sudden it came – that shrill, deafening scream.  As I 
turned around, she literally jumped into my arms.  Not seeing anything out of the ordinary, I asked her what 
was the matter.  “Bug!”, she exclaimed and pointed toward the garage door.  As we cautiously approached the 
door to see what type of bug it was, her grip on my neck got tighter with each step we took.  There beside the 
garage door lay a dead lady bug.  Knowing how much she fears bugs, I explained that this one was dead and 
there was no way it could cause her any harm.  Nevertheless, I had to take a stick and move it to its final rest-
ing place in the grass, all while she was hanging onto me for dear life.  As I have pondered that incident and 
many like it, I have thought of my own childhood fears and how one finally overcomes them.  As adults, we 
have fears, too, though we don’t always express them in the same way my granddaughter does.  Some of the 
fears that come to mind are heath concerns, financial concerns, relationships, families, change and so forth.  
The Bible speaks of fear 365 times, so I feel safe to say that fear has always been a problem for humans.  In 1 
Peter 5:7, the CEB tells us to “throw all our anxiety onto him, because he cares about you.”  There is a beauti-
ful song by Zach Williams, Fear Is a Liar, that I would recommend listening to on YouTube.  Zach talks 
about all the things fear tells us: “we’re not good enough, not right, not strong enough, not worthy, not loved, 
not beautiful, not worthy.”  But, Zach as in 1 Peter 5:7, tells us to “cast our fear into the fire for fear is a liar.”  
As we say goodbye to the Maryville District United Methodist Women in January 2019, and become the 
Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women, we certain could face the fear of change and uncertainty.   
But, we have cast our fear into the fire and have been praying and planning with the current Oak Ridge and 
Knoxville District UMW leaders over the last few months to assure a smooth transition.   
 
 The Holston Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting and Officer Training was held in 
Kingsport, TN on September 15 – 16, 2018.  Maryville District UMW had 15 attending.  The final Maryville 
District UMW Annual Meeting will be held at First Maryville UMC on November 3, 2018.  Our theme will 
be Honoring Our Past, Celebrating the Present and Embracing the Future.  We will be honoring those who 
have served as past District Presidents and officers as well as recognizing those who have been United Meth-
odist Women the longest. We will share stories, pictures and memorabilia and enjoy the remembering all 
while making memories.   
 
 It is such a blessing for me to see how the Maryville District United Methodist Women embrace 
change and work through the details so that we can continue on our true mission of improving lives of wom-
en, children and youth around the world.  I hope you will join us on November 3 as we celebrate being the 
Maryville District United Methodist Women.  I Rejoice in the Lord Always for each and every one of you! 

2019 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  
expire until 2020 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2019 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky 
Mountain District and put 2019 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 Canned Ham (2-lb total)   1 bag dried beans (2lb)   
 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  1 Bag Rice (2 lb) 
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box, butter flavor grits 
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less)  1 Corn meal (4-5 lb) 
 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)    
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, 
Maryville, TN 37803: Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.         
                                                     (do not deliver early) 



 

Malinda Carpenter Boring-Friendsville 
Ginny West Case—Green Meadow 
John M. Clayton-Gatlinburg, First 
Mary Coppedge-Broadway 
Margaret Denney-Mountain View 
Nell Douglas-Gatlinburg, First 
Diane Farmer-Kodak 
Heather Fugatt-Green Meadow 
Jim Gass-Alcoa, First 
Julie Hamlin-Green Meadow 
Joe Haymore-St. Mark (Knox) 
Molly Haymore-St. Mark (Knox) 
Deborah Henry-Kodak 
Patricia Westlund Hollenbeck-Carpenters 
Adam Hood, Sr.-Maryville, First 
Cynthia Hulse-Friendsville 
Phil Large-Maryville, First 
Jan Legg-Camp Ground 
Brad Lunde-Maryville, First 
Samuel W. Major-New Salem 
Bob Martin-Friendsville 
Jennifer McIntyre-Broadway 
Millie Meese-Cokesbury 
Joyce Overton-Middlesettlements 
Jim Petrie-Ebenezer 
Sue Petrie-Ebenzer 
Clay F. Pikinton-Ebenezer 

 
Dr. Emmit Rawls-Alcoa, First 
Dennis Reid-Fairview 
Jim Scruggs-Maryville, First 
Ronnie Shell-Sevierville, First 
Tom Simpson-St. Mark’s (Blount) 
Dr. Greta Smith-Maryville, First 
Allen Tallent-St. Mark’s (Blount) 
Jiff Tuck-Carpenters 
Liliana Vargas-St. John 
Connie Vincent-Oakland 
Jan Whitaker-Trinity 
Travis Wills-Kodak 
Donna Yeaney-St. John 
Cathy Wimberly Young-St. Paul, East 
 

 By Virtue of Position 
Glenda Eastridge-District Lay Leader 
Susan Daffron-District UMW President 
Emily Skidmore-District Youth 
Hannah Jenkins-District Youth 
 

 Alternates 
Diana Guecia-St. John 
Dave LeGrow-Wears Valley 
Carole Myers-Tuckaleechee 
Sandra Paz-St. John 
Dahyam Ponce-St. John 
Carmen Vargas-St. John 

At-Large Members for 2019 Annual Conference 



An Event for 55+ 

 
 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

9:00 a.m. thru Lunch 
 

 

Concord United Methodist Church 
11020 Roane Drive,  Knoxville 

Theme:  Living with Purpose and Joy 
 
Keynote Speaker:  Bishop Ken Carder 
 
 

Bishop Carder has retired after having ably served two 
Episcopal areas as Bishop.  He is beloved in Holston and 
has served, among others, Church Street, First Oak Ridge, 
and Concord.  Bishop Carder has spent his retirement 
teaching at Duke Divinity School and later taking up chap-
laincy at a full care facility where his wife Linda lived for a 
time.  Through blogs and written prayers, he continues to 
feed our souls! 
 

 Registration is online either on Holston Website or the  
Smoky Mountain Website under events 

also brochure is attached for mail in registrations 

One A-Chord 
In Concert! 

October 28, 2018 
Doors open at 6:30 pm—Concert begins at 7:00 pm 

 

Mountain View UMC is honored to present One A-Chord in concert on Sunday, October 28, 
2018, 7:00 p.m., in the sanctuary.  Doors will open 30 minutes before the concert. While 
this concert is free, we will be collecting a love offering for the trio. 
 

Trio members, Beth Burkey, Doug Richesin & Michael Rodgers, have been sharing their love 
of Christian music together for the past 13 years. They each have individual singing minis-

tries in addition to singing together as a trio. Their trio’s group name,  
“One A-Chord”, is taken from the scripture in  

Ecclesiastes 4:12  “… a chord of three strands is not easily broken.” 



Clergy will receive  0.2 CEU Credit for attending 


