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Communion of Saints 
November begins with All Saints Day. In the Apostles Creed we affirm our belief in the “communion 
of saints.” The saints have been on my mind and heart lately. As I have gone from Charge 
Conference to Charge Conference I have heard of many dear saints who have died in the past year. 
Saints who served their church, their neighbors, their God for God’s Kingdom. I have been saddened 
by the absences at these gatherings.  
 
Two clergy in just the last few days – Bill Pope and Drew Henry – have died. I have reflected on 
their ministries in many settings. Dear Saints. Bill served in the Kentucky Conference and has been a 
part of the life and ministry at Broadway UMC for years. Drew served in the North Carolina, 
Holston, Memphis, and Tennessee Conferences. Drew and I served in the Maryville District as young 
pastors and again in recent years. Dear Friends. 
 
My sadness has been tempered by the presence of other saints. It is, after all, the communion of 
saints. We do not say that we believe solely in the communion with dead saints. It is all saints – past, 
present, and future – with whom we fellowship. The saints in the past continue to inspire and 
encourage us with their faithful witness to the power of God in Christ and the Holy Spirit. Their 
witness lives on in us, in the present. I take great hope in those who will follow us in this holy 
movement of God called the Church.  
 
I believe in the Communion of Saints and take heart in this fellowship. 

Grace and Peace, 

Charles 

Maryville District Habitat for Humanities Build 
 

October 31 began the Maryville District Build. Work teams are needed to work from 8 AM to 12:30 

PM each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday beginning Saturday, November 19th. Needed are eight to 

twelve people AND lunch for twenty people. Please call or email the District Office to sign up for this 

work. Also, to complete our financial commitment, we are needing to raise $30,000. Herb Myers, a 

member at Fairview, has given $30,000 and asked the churches of the district to match his gift. This is 

a wonderful challenge and Friendsville has responded to this challenge with over $6,000! Hopefully 

the churches of the district will meet this challenge with generosity.  



Up-Coming Events 
 
November 
 
 

12 Work day at La Casa del Alfarero - more information later 
 

15 District Trustees meeting at the District office at 6:30 p.m. 
 

19 Habitat Build—First Day! 
 

23-25 District Office will be closed for Thanksgiving holiday 
 

29 District Board of Church Location and Building meeting at 
  Cedar Bluff UMC, Sevierville, at 4:30 p.m. 
 

30 Asbury Hike - please call the District office to sign up for this 
  hike and you will be meeting at the District office at 
  7:30 a.m. to leave for the hike. 
December 
 
6 Annual Christmas lunch for the Maryville District Secretaries 
  in the conference room at the District office at noon. 
 

8 Pastors’ Christmas Party at Alcoa, First UMC starting at  
  6:00 p.m. 
January 
 
17-19 Year End Reports due. Please return then here at the District 
  office of email them to me. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting in the Event Center-first floor  at the District 
  office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, 10:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting  in the conference room-Third Floor at the 
  District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa, 7:00 p.m. 
 
February 
 
20-23 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru October 27, 2016 - 83.30%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Loudon) * Binfield  
* Broadway  * Browder Memorial * Buckner Memorial 
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground * Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden  
* Eleazar  * Fenders * Forkners  
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg 
* Immanuel  * Logan’s Chapel Loudon 
Luretta  Madisonville, First Maryville, First 
* Meadow  * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope  * New Salem * Philadelphia 
Pigeon Forge  * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts Sevierville, First 
* Shults Grove  * St John St. Marks  
Sweetwater, First  * Tellico Plains, First Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B)  * Union Grove (S) * Vonore  
* Walden’s Creek  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek 
* Wesley Chapel  * Williamson Chapel 

$$ Pastors Dues $$ 
 

 Pastors, Al Shaver your treasurer 
wants you to know that yours dues stay the 
same for this year. They are .50 cents per 
$1,000. of your salary. Please either send a 
check made payable to Maryville District 
Ministers and send to 1278 Heartland 
Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 or pay him at 
the next pastors’ meeting. 
 
 
 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors below is the link for the latest Con-
tinuing Education Update News  
 
https://app.robly.com/archive?
id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af  
 
 
Children in Poverty  
 
 Holston congregations are finding 
creative ways to be in ministry with     
children in poverty. This month’s video 
and bulletin inserts tell the story of a 
school partnership that grew out of sharing 
the gift of books collected for Annual  
Conference.  Share this story of Slagle’s 
UMC in the Johnson City District to help 
your congregation identify their gifts and 
possible connections with the children in 
your community.  The next grant deadline 
is November 15 and your church is encour-
aged to apply for funding to help you    
realize God’s vision for ministry with your 
neighborhood children. Visit 
www.waytogiveholston.org for these new 
resources and grant application infor-
mation. Thank you, Holston Conference! 
You’ll never know how many lives you’ve 
changed. Way to go! Way to give!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=dc201499ce2c9ec8df8be4a4a45b07af
http://www.waytogiveholston.org


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    
 

 Turkey, dressing and gravy. Those are just a few of my favorite things for Thanksgiving. Sweet 

potatoes and pumpkin pie are also on the list, but the best thing of all is getting together with family and 
friends. I am so thankful for them.  I hope you are looking forward to the plans you have made.  
 

 The District unit officers training at Broadway UMC on October 1st was quite successful. We 
had 34 unit and district officers in attendance.  It was a good day for the officers to meet their counter-
parts and share ideas. After training, everyone was treated to hors d'oeuvres and a variety of soups, fol-

lowed by a selection of desserts. Many thanks to the Broadway UMW.  
 
 Our Annual Meeting was on November 5th at Wears Valley UMC.  Carolyn Haerr, the Confer-

ence Vice President, presented a program on her medical mission trips and installed the newly elected 
officers and those officers that will be accepting a second term. This was our last District meeting for the 
year.  We greeted the new officers and said goodbye to those leaving.   
 

Wishing each and every one of you a very Happy Thanksgiving.  

2017 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2018 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2017 Holston Annual Conference  
Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each 
church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2017 
Hands-On in the memo line.                            * Do not put money in the bucket!* 
 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 7  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    (do not deliver 
early) 

Maryville District Habitat 
Build 
 

 Monday, October 31 was the 
Ground Breaking for the Maryville District 
Habitat Build for 2016 
 
 It was stated during the ceremony 
this is the 25th anniversary for Habitat in 
Blount County.  



Charge Conference Lessons—Larry Martin, District Lay Leader 
 

It's that time of year again and I'm traveling with Superintendent Charles Maynard to Charge Conferences across the 
Maryville District. This is my third year to travel with Charles and his sixth as District Superintendent. The most com-
mon question we hear is "Doesn't it get old going to all those Charge Conferences?". The short answer is "No". Here are 
three of many reasons why. 
 

1. Our churches are a vital part of the faith history in the communities where they minister. For example, Philadelphia 
UMC in Loudon County was established in 1822. The current Church Sanctuary was built in 1850 and has been in con-
tinuing service since. Pastor Ed Donley explained when the attached Sunday School building burned in 1951, the rope to 
the church bell caught on fire and left "burn marks" on the floor of the sanctuary. But the sanctuary survived. You can see 
the "burn marks' on the floor. We did as we celebrated their 194th Anniversary in October. That's almost 200 years of 
continuous ministry in the same building in three different centuries. 
 

2. Our churches take risks. Pastor Ken Lambert explained Eden UMC (part of the Fairgarden Circuit in Sevier County - 
Cedar Bluff, Eden, & Fox) was asked if they would allow a young person to complete his community service with a 
group of volunteers working at the church. Think about that. How willing would we be to take in someone with a 
"record"? How willing would we be to help someone carrying some serious baggage? How willing would we be to give 
someone a "second chance"? Lay Leader Dennis Chambers reported Eden did. And it worked. That young person com-
pleted his community service surrounded by love and support and left with a chance to start over. 
 

3. Our churches help those who need help whether or not they are a member. Members of the three churches on the 
Pittman Center Circuit learned about a young girl in the hospital just across the state line in North Carolina. Bitten by a 
mosquito, she was in serious condition. Her mother was at her side while the family was at home in Pittman Center. All 
three churches on the Circuit (Burnett Memorial, Shults Grove, & Webb's Creek) added the daughter to their prayer lists, 
organized and delivered food, and kept touch with the family in both places. After the daughter's recovery, the mother 
told Pastor Bobby Sutton that at first she "wondered where God was" during the ordeal. Then the mother said the church 
folks from Pittman Center Circuit answered that question for her. 
 

The format for the Charge Conference's is the same. Everything after that is different. Different congregations making a 
difference. Different Pastors with different leadership styles. Different stories of ministry that matters. How could that 
possibly get old? 

GCFA and Home Depot 
Over the past year, the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) of The United Methodist Church has been 
blessed with an outstanding relationship with Home Depot and introduced The Home Depot Pro Xtra Loyalty Program.  
The program provides United Methodist churches and affiliated organizations the opportunity to support the Strength for Ser-
vice Program. Strength for Service honors active military personnel, veterans, first responders and law enforcement officers by 
providing them with a free inspirational daily devotional booklet. The Home Depot Pro Xtra Loyalty Program gives a percent-
age of each sale in the form of a rebate to the Strength for Service ministry.  

Churches and affiliate organizations that have been impacted by natural disasters or under minor or major construction and ren-
ovation, much like those pictured below, may be aided by Home Depot services and products. The Home Depot has a dedicat-
ed field team ready to meet the specialized needs of United Methodist churches across the country. The extensive retail net-
work connects churches to an unbeatable supply chain—making purchasing faster, easier and more affordable. We encourage 
any organization or general contractors affiliated with the United Methodist Church to register for the program. 

 
We are working with Home Depot to help identify United Methodist churches or affiliated organizations within the districts 
undergoing construction/renovations. It would be helpful if you could pass the information about churches engaged in building 
projects or any type of renovations to Mike Daniels, our Home Depot Pro Accounts representative.  Please find Mike’s contact 
information listed below. 
Michael R Daniel (Mike) 
Home Depot 
Pro Account Representative 
817-825-0279 
Michael_R_Daniel@homedepot.com   To learn more about The Home Depot Pro Xtra Loyalty Program or to receive instruc-
tions on registering, click here.  We will follow up with you by phone to answer any questions you may have.  

http://www.homedepot.com/c/Pro_Xtra
http://www.strengthforservice.org/support-strength-for-service-with-home-depot-purchases/
http://www.strengthforservice.org/support-strength-for-service-with-home-depot-purchases/
http://www.homedepot.com/c/Pro_Xtra
mailto:Michael_R_Daniel@homedepot.com?subject=The%20Home%20Depot%20Pro%20Xtra%20Loyalty%20Program
mailto:Michael_R_Daniel@homedepot.com?subject=The%20Home%20Depot%20Pro%20Xtra%20Loytalty%20Program
http://www.homedepot.com/c/Pro_Xtra
http://www.homedepot.com/c/Pro_Xtra


 

Christmas Camp 

 
At 

 

Camp Wesley Woods 

December 17-18, 2016 

 

 Come Celebrate the Birth of our Savior!  
 

Check-In: Saturday, Dec 17th, 11am  
 

Check-Out: Sunday, Dec 18th, 3pm  
 

Cost: $65 Per Camper Grades 1-8.  

Free for High School students who want to volunteer as Junior Elves.  

 

Please join us for adventure, crafts, campfires, and all  

Call 423-929-9037 to register or visit our website: www.campwesleywoods.com 


