
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    Twenty-seventh Annual Thanksgiving 
Meal 

  

 

This year marks the twenty-seventh year of our annual 

Thanksgiving meal. The annual meal is named in honor 

and memory of a local family who were a very important 

part of the meals every year. It is known as the Warren 

Family Thanksgiving Meal and it has continued to be a 

vital part of many in our community every year. This 

year we prepared and served over 480 meals on 

Thanksgiving Day. Many of the meals are delivered to 

those who can’t come to the church and are at home by 

themselves.  

 

We also serve to those who can come and eat at the 

church where we can sit down and share the meal as a 

community family.  

 

Christmas: A Light In The Darkness 

It was secure in the stand with the lights strung upon it 

and ready for Denise to help me place ornaments on our 

Christmas tree. I turned the house lights out to gaze upon 

the lighted tree and marveled how the different colored 

lights glistened in the darkness and gave off their warm 

glow. I’m reminded how in the gospel of John, the birth 

of Jesus is described as the Word becoming flesh as life 

and this life is the light of all people. This light shines in 

the darkness and the darkness shall not overcome the 

light. As we pause to reflect on the birth of God’s Son 

and celebrate with family and friends, let us remember 

those who entrusted in our care during a time of need. 

The things we take for granted for daily living as well as 

the extras during this time of year are struggles for many 

in our communities. Remember it’s the expression of 

God’s love that we share that lets others know they are 

not forgotten and give a light of hope when all seems 

dark.  

Because of your support, Project Crossroads can be a ray 

of hope in the darkness of those we serve. Through our 

ministries, we help with basic needs of those in our 

communities through home repair, firewood and medical 

care throughout the year. Together with your help we are 

able to make a difference in the lives of those who feel 

all alone and struggling in darkness. Last week we 

delivered firewood that volunteer groups help to cut and 

stack, to a lady who had lost her job and depends on this 

to help heat her home. Because of this ministry, the 

resources that she does have will go further to help with 

other needs as well as Christmas expenditures. But we 

must remember that Christmas isn’t just one day a year 
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celebrated around a lighted tree. It is every day that we 

share the light of Christ through service to those in need 

around us. It is not just in service here with Project 

Crossroads but also in your own communities as you 

reach out in mission and ministry to those who live daily 

in darkness and despair. May God continue to bless us as 

we serve together to be the illumination of the Light of 

Christmas daily! 

 

A Joy to Share 

Denise and I are excited to have our children living 

closer to home now. They have been on opposite coasts 

of the country for several years, which limited the ability 

to be together during the year, especially during 

Christmas. This Christmas we have more time together 

than we have had in several years. We are truly blessed! 

Our son and his wife, Will and Vanessa, moved back to 

Asheville, NC from northern California. Will works with 

another individual doing carpentry and tile work and 

Vanessa works at a local hotel and volunteers with a 

local food pantry located in a United Methodist Church. 

Our daughter, Amanda, moved recently to Roanoke, VA 

from Cape Cod, MA and is working for SERCAP. This 

is a non-profit that works with various needs in 

communities, but she is working with the clean 

water/waste water program. 

 

Disaster Relief 

This summer and fall we have delivered approximately 

1500 cleaning buckets to areas affected by flooding due 

to rain and hurricanes. In July we delivered over 530 

buckets to West Virginia following the heavy rains and 

flooding there. Then we delivered over 560 to Sager 

Brown depot in Baldwin, LA that helped restock after the 

flooding in Louisiana and Texas. Finally we delivered 

the remainder of buckets we hand in stock to Edisto 

Island, SC after hurricane Matthew. We want to thank 

the churches and districts that have helped put together 

these cleaning buckets throughout the year. You have 

provide a valuable resource through hands-on mission 

that enables Holston to be ready when called to respond 

in time of disaster. 

The following picture is taken at a local church on Edisto 

Island where buckets were unloaded and will be ready 

for distribution. 

 

We are asking churches to help us restock our inventory 

so we will be able to respond when called upon again. 

We have the capability of stocking at least 2000 cleaning 

buckets thanks to Melvin Thweat who provides the 

storage space. He has already obtained a pallet of quart 

sized Clorox that we will be able to take with the buckets 

in the future.  

 

May you have a Merry Christmas and a Very 
Blessed New Year in 2017! 

Your Church and Community Worker, 

 

 

 

Support 

As your missionary I want to thank you for your 

continued support through prayers, financial gifts and 

service with us. I have been to some of my supporting 

churches this year and look forward to getting to all in 

the future as well as potential support churches. Contact 

me to schedule a date for me to come and speak and 

share about our work and our mission opportunities here 

at Project Crossroads. You can email me at 

hhowe54@yahoo.com or call me on my cell at 276-685-

6654. Hope to hear from you soon. 

My support number for churches in Holston is: 020 

United Methodist Churches outside Holston and non-

Methodist Churches send support to: Project Crossroads 

136 Snider Branch Rd. Marion, VA 24354 

mailto:hhowe54@yahoo.com

