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Holy Conferencing 
 

As Christians we believe that where two or three are gathered the Lord is there. This fascinates me. 

Jesus did not say that if I would take a walk in the woods on a nice day surrounded by wildflowers 

that he is present. He said that he is present in the gathering of disciples. This idea of gathering as 

Jesus’ people has been important from the beginning – not just the beginning of the United Methodist 

Church but from the beginning of the Church, from Pentecost. 
 

This month we mark Pentecost – the birth of the Church through the gift of the Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit binds us together in wonderful and mysterious ways. I do not pretend to understand them all. 

One way is as we gather together in worship, in study, and in work.  
 

The United Methodist Church comes together in many different ways both locally and globally. This 

month our General Conference gathers in Portland, Oregon. People from all over the world will 

worship, study and work together to best be Jesus’ people as Jesus’ body. 
 

Next month we will gather as an Annual Conference then again in July as a Jurisdictional 

Conference. All of these gatherings have many items of business but the purpose is always the same 

– to be Jesus’ people, to be Jesus’ body. I think about that wonderful phrase in The Prayer of Great 

Thanksgiving from the ritual for communion. “Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and 

on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be 

for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.”   
 

John Wesley called these gatherings – Holy Conferencing. That is my prayer. That we truly Holy 

Conference whenever we gather as a world-wide church or a local community church.  
 

“By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 

heavenly banquet.” 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Charles 

Summer Camp Sessions are Filling Up Fast! 
Summer Camp 2016 begins on June 5tht, and registration is going strong! This year’s theme is 

Come and See! and we have some wonderful new programming options. Learn more about what 

is in store this summer by visiting our website at www.campwesleywoods.com and clicking on 

the Summer Camp tab. Campers can register online or by phone. For more information, visit our 

website or call our office at (865) 448-2246.  

http://www.campwesleywoods.com


Up-Coming Events 
May 
 

3 District Congregation Development Committee in the Event 

  Center at the District office at 7:00 p.m. 
 

9 Latvia Team meeting at 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room at the 

  District office 
 

15 Pre-Conference Briefing at Broadway UMC, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 
 

10-20 General Conference in Portland, Oregon 
 

19 Pastors’ Spring Luncheon at Camp Wesley Woods starting at 

  11:30 a.m. 

 

 

30 District Office closed 

 

June 
 

1 Mission Buckets due at Fairview UMC between  

  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

5-8 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska 
 

22 Moving Day for Transitioning Pastors 

 

July 

 

4       District Office Closed 

 

 

7 New Pastor Orientation Lunch at noon at the District office 

 

August 

 

4 Pastors’ Summer Picnic at Oakland UMC, gathering at 6 p.m. 

  eat at 6:30 p.m. 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 

in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru April 28, 2016 - 33.33%)   

         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (Loudon) 

* Binfield  Broadway * Browder Memorial 

* Burnett Memorial  Carpenters * Cedar Bluff  

* Chestua  * Eden Fairview  

* Fenders  * Forkners * Fox  

Friendsville  Green Meadow Immanuel  

Loudon  Luretta Maryville, First 

* Meadow Middlesettlements * Mountain View 

* Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope * New Salem  

* Philadelphia Pigeon Forge * Pleasant Hill (B) 

* Pleasant Hill (R) *Pleasant Hill (S) Roberts  

* Shults Grove St John St. Marks 

Sweetwater, First Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 

* Union Grove (S) * Vonore * Wears Valley 

* Webb’s Creek * Wesley Chapel * Williamson Chapel 

Part Time Job Available-

Carpenters UMC 
 

 This is a part-time job.  We would 

like the church cleaned once a week prefera-

bly near the end of the week so it looks nice 

for Sundays.  This      involves the usual 

vacuuming, dusting, and other cleaning du-

ties for the entire church and fellowship 

hall.  Specifics are available to any interest-

ed parties.      Applications are available by 

either   calling the church at 865-983-8419 

or by calling the PPR chairperson, Pat Hol-

lenbeck, at 865-981-1088.   
 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors below is the link for the latest Con-

tinuing Education Update News  
 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/

fs151/1011241366163/

archive/1124230127319.html  
 

Golf the  

Wesley House 

Way  

 
Our 12th annual 

Wesley House Golf 

Tournament is coming up on Saturday June 

11. I am hoping that you will consider help-

ing us by being a hole sponsor and/or find-

ing some golfers who would like to join us 

at Egwani Farms golf course. We have a fun 

time and this year Tim Priest, UT football 

color analyst, will be there to help make the 

day even more enjoyable.  
 

An event like this helps to provide the fund-

ing that is needed to identify and build on 

the strengths of individuals and families to 

create a stronger community. With your 

help we can continue to empower and 

strengthen our community by providing aca-

demic, emotional and spiritual support to all 

who come to Wesley House.  
 

We need hole sponsors, players, door prizes 

and items for our goodie bags (120). If you 

would like to be involved you can contact 

Ryan (ryan@wesleyhouse.com) or Tim 

(tim@wesleyhouse.com) or call either of us 

at 865-524-5494. You can also download 

Hole Sponsor forms or Player registration 

forms from our website at 

www.wesleyhouse.com/events.  

The more help we get, the more people we 

can help! Please join us.   

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs151/1011241366163/archive/1124230127319.html
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs151/1011241366163/archive/1124230127319.html
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs151/1011241366163/archive/1124230127319.html
mailto:ryan@wesleyhouse.com
mailto:tim@wesleyhouse.com
http://www.wesleyhouse.com/events


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    

 

 Well I think the May flowers will be giving the April flowers a run for their beauty. The tulips are 

certainly bright and colorful. The irises and azaleas are coming on strong, too.  I have a dear friend who 

always thanks God for the wonderful colors.  She believes that man cannot match the many varied colors 

that God has given us.  Did I hear an “Amen”? 

 

 April has been a busy month.  The 42nd Spiritual Enrichment Experience was held April 22-23 & 

23-24 at Lake Junaluska.  Rev. Arnetta Beverly inspired us all with her message, and the music, which 

also included entertainment, by Beth Green was superb.  Of course, being at the Lake is so peaceful, your 

stress or worries seem to disappear.   

 

 On April 30th, we are thrilled to be having Dr. Lin Stepp at our Day Apart.  She has published 

nine novels, each set in different locations around the Smoky Mountains. If you receive this newsletter 

before April 30th, I hope you will come.  St. Mark's UMC, Louisville, is hosting this event which begins 

at 1 o'clock. You can register at the door for $5.00 and light refreshments will be served afterwards. 

 

 May is a special month as we honor our Mothers, past and present. Just recently my sisters and I 

were cleaning out the home place getting it ready to sell.  Many memories came flooding back of my 

Mother.  And yes, it made me cry.  I miss her every day and I know I’m not alone.  

 

 The Southeastern Jurisdiction Conference is coming up in June and you still have time to register. 

It will be in Charleston, SC, June 3-5 and who doesn't love an opportunity to go to Charleston. I am really 

looking forward to it. For additional information, you can contact Lynice Broyles at 

lmbroyles@comcast.net. 

Continue to keep the General Conference in your prayers.  They are meeting in Portland, OR, May 10-20.  

There are several issues to be discussed and adjudicated.  Pray that God will guide them in their decisions. 

2016 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2017 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 

 

 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2016 Holston Annual   Conference 

Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each church is 
to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2016 Hands-On in the 

memo line.                            Do not put money in the bucket! 
 

 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   

 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour  1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  

 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  

 1 - 2lb. Bag rice  1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 

 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  

Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 1  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    (do not deliver early) 

Mission Offering 
Let’s Continue to bring it home as we engage in ministry with Children in poverty. – Please bring one children’s book per 

lay and clergy member of Annual Conference to help begin School  
Partnerships. Collection of these books will be at Susan Todd Lounge in Harrell Center.  

WaytoGiveHolston.org 

mailto:lmbroyles@comcast.net


Work Goes on at Camp Wesley Woods 
 

Work goes on at Camp Wesley Woods as we move toward summer camp season. Here are some updates. 
 

The Knoxville District, under the leadership of Director of Missions Nancy Saylors, scheduled work crews on 

each of the last four Saturdays in April. Their primary focus has been on replacing composite shingle roofs 

with metal roofs. The Raccoon Cabin roof replacement is complete and the Hawk Cabin roof replacement is 

nearing completion. Additionally, trees felled by the Alcoa Electric and cut into firewood length are being split 

and stored on the hill behind the pavilion to cure and season for next year. The Pavilion near the Lagoon was 

pressure washed and cleaned and the benches repainted. And seating around the Fire Circle was repaired and/

or replaced. 
 

In the Maryville District, Leon Trundle (Broadway UMC) tilled the garden near the entrance to camp. Doug 

Hill (Broadway UMC) led a crew in installing a 100' French Drain behind Tipton Lodge. Water has continu-

ously flowed from the drain since it was installed meaning it's no longer finding its way under the oldest build-

ing at camp. Work crews from Tuckaleechee UMC, Seymour UMC, Webb's Creek UMC and Burnett Memo-

rial UMC (Pittman Center Circuit) have worked at camp clearing brush and helping with the Roofing Project. 

Robert and Allie Wear have been skillfully using their Bobcat to clear ditches along the main camp road re-

sulting in significant improvements in storm water drainage. 
 

The variety of work being accomplished is much broader than the work we were able to do just last year. The 

complexity of work is higher often requiring both expertise and special equipment. And the hours invested 

have almost quadrupled. That's right - through the end of March 2016, 1,403 hours of work have been 

completed by non-paid folks at camp - almost four times more work documented in the first quarter of 

this year than we documented in all of last year.  
 

Just imagine what our total will look like after you and your church spend time "in the Woods". See you at 

Camp. 
 

To schedule a work day, please contact either: 

Tony Lea, Camp Wesley Woods Director, 865-448-2246, ext 222 or director@campwesleywoods.com 

Whitney Winston, Office Manager, 865-448-2246, ext 221 or whitney@campwesleywoods.com 

Larry Martin, District Lay Leader will be out of country until after mid-May 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016 NEWS 
May 20 – Deadline to pre-register for childcare - pre-payment is required. 

Mail-in childcare registration form available at ac.holston.org.  
 

Children ages 6 months to rising 6th grade 
 

Lake Junaluska requires all children who will need childcare during Annual Conference to be regis-

tered by May 20. The childcare facility will be staffed according to the Safe Sanctuaries number re-

quirements.  
 

Mail completed registration form and payment NO LATER THAN MAY 20TH directly to Lake 

Junaluska: Jennifer Martin, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745.  
 

Again this year parents may drop off their children at the Wilson Children’s Complex for the morn-

ing session (Monday and/or Tuesday) and pick them up after the afternoon session. All children must 

be picked up from the complex at the close of the afternoon session. They may return after dinner for 

the evening session for an additional fee. 
 

Lunch MUST be provided for the children who stay at the complex for both the morning and after-

noon sessions. Parents may pre-order a bag lunch for $8.50 that will include a sandwich (turkey and 

cheese on Monday; ham and cheese on Tuesday), baby carrots, banana, Sunchips, cookie, and a car-

ton of milk. Parents who have children with severe dietary restrictions should provide lunches for 

their children. 
 

If AC members need to make changes or corrections to an existing registration, they may contact Karen 

Wright at karenwright@holston.org or 865-690-4080.  

mailto:director@campwesleywoods.com
mailto:whitney@campwesleywoods.com
file:///C:/Users/Cheryl.HOLSTONCONF/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Q9A6LMGH/ac.holston.org
mailto:karenwright@holston.org

