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A Season of Prayer 
 

This month we, as the United Methodist Church, are highlighting a time of prayer for the General 

Conference to be held in Portland, Oregon May 10 through 20. Every four years our denomination sits 

together as a General Conference. This tradition/method goes back over two hundred years. Important 

ministry decisions are made as well as theological and missional ones.  

 

I hope you will join me in prayer for General Conference, especially on April 12th. As I write this, I am 

preparing to go to appointment week with Bishop Taylor and Holston’s cabinet. Because of this, I covet 

your prayers for Bishop Taylor, the cabinet, pastors, churches, and me. Yes, I am asking that you 

remember me in prayer. 

 

I am convinced that our ministry is stronger, more centered on Jesus, more focused on Jesus’ call when we 

begin in prayer. For that matter, when we STAY in prayer. Yes, I do hope that you will pray for General 

Conference, Jurisdictional Conference, Annual Conference as we make decisions on how best to be in the 

ministry of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

 

However, I do hope that you will pray for your pastor, your church, the people in need in your community, 

the children who go to bed hungry down the street, the folks caught in addiction and brokenness. I hope 

that we will be in prayer for God’s will to be done through us, God’s people. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Charles 

 

Holston Day of Prayer 

April 12, 2016 

Pray for General Conference 

 

Mission Offering 
Let’s Continue to bring it home as we engage in 
ministry with Children in poverty. – Please bring 
one children’s book per lay and clergy member of 

Annual Conference to help begin School  
Partnerships. Collection of these books will be at 

Susan Todd Lounge in Harrell Center.  
WaytoGiveHolston.org 



Up-Coming Events 
 

 

April 

 

8-9 Evangelism Conference - Cokesbury UMC, Knoxville 
 

12 Holston Conference Day of Prayer for General Conference 
 

21 Clergy Meeting, 10:00 a.m.-noon at Pleasant Hill (Blount) 

 UMC, 503 Pleasant Hill Road, Maryville 
 

21 Clergy Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the Conference room, third floor 

 at the District office. 
 

25 Camp Wesley Woods Golf Tournament 
 

April 1-3 or 22-24, Marriage Enrichment Retreat 

For Couples in Ministry in Holston Conference 

Carson Springs Center, Newport, TN 

Brochures in District office-for more information call 865-966-9776 

 

May 
 

15 Pre-Conference Briefing at Broadway UMC, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 
 

10-20 General Conference in Portland, Oregon 
 

19 Pastors’ Spring Luncheon at Camp Wesley Woods starting at 

 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

30 District Office closed 

 

June 

 

1 Mission Buckets due at Fairview UMC between  

 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

5-8 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 

in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru March 29, 2016 - 24.99%)   

         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Binfield 

Broadway  * Browder Memorial * Burnett Memorial 

Carpenters  * Cedar Bluff * Chestua  

* Eden Fairview * Fenders  

* Forkners * Fox Friendsville  

Immanuel Loudon Maryville, First 

* Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  

* New Salem * Philadelphia Pigeon Forge  

* Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) *Pleasant Hill (S) 

Roberts Sevierville, First * Shults Grove 

St John Sweetwater, First Sycamore Tree 

Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S) 

* Vonore * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek 

* Wesley Chapel * Williamson Chapel 

Jubilation 
April 17-19, 2016 

MainStay Suites 

Pigeon Forge, TN 

Information: jubilation.holston.org 

Download brochure – includes mail-in 

registration form 

Online registration coming soon! 

 

 

Reclaiming Our Communities 

for Christ- 

Evangelism Conference 
 

April 8-9, 2016 

Cokesbury UMC, 

Knoxville, TN 

Information: http://

evangelism.holston.org 

$30 per person-includes Saturday lunch 

Our Leaders:  

 Rev. Heather H. Lear 

 Dr. Stephen L. Martyn 

 Rev. Amy Yeary-Holmes 

 Rev. Ronnie Collins 

 

 

Calling all RNs, LPNs, CNAs, 

EMTs, and MDs! 
 

 Camp Wesley Woods is looking 

for volunteers to serve with us in       

ministry this summer. We are putting 

together a team to provide medical care 

for our campers and staff. If you would 

like to be a part of this team, or would 

like more information, please join us at 

our district informational meeting. It will 

be held at 6:00pm on Monday, April 4 at 

the district office. Please let Mollianne 

know at least 1 week prior if you are able 

to join us. If you are unable to join us, 

but would like more information, please  

contact 

mollianne@campwesleywoods.com      

or call the camp office at 865-448-2246.  

Thank you for your service! 

 

Mollianne Hubbs 

Program Director 

Camp Wesley Woods 

865-448-2246 

http://holston.org/ministries/older-adult/programs/jubilation/
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Holston_Conference_Jubilation_2015_--_Brochure_--_Letter_Size.pdf
mailto:mollianne@campwesleywoods.com


Maryville District UMW - Nancy Lampe-President    

 

 I have heard people say, and I agree, that this has been one of the most beautiful Spring seasons that 

can be remembered.  The flowers seem more beautiful each day.  I think they knew we needed them so we 

could decorate the church for Easter. The March winds are blowing and April will bring its showers.  I won-

der how the May flowers will look when they arrive, but they certainly have some big shoes, I mean gardens, 

to fill. 

 Those attending the Conference (Sisters in Service Retreat) in Sevierville really enjoyed the week-

end. Beth Green provided inspirational messages as well as entertainment.  Prayer strands could be made 

during free time as an optional activity. Most of the ladies took advantage of this and took them home as a 

reminder of the fun they had over the weekend.  

 

 The Spiritual Enrichment Experience is April 22-23 for Retreat 1 and April 23-24 for Retreat 2 at 

Lake Junaluska. Dr. Arnetta Beverly is the guest speaker and has a list if credentials that were identified in 

the brochure. Registration fee is $15.00 before April 15 and $20.00 after that or on the day of the event.  

 

 Maryville District Day Apart is on April 30 at St. Mark's UMC located at 3359 Louisville Road.  We 

are excited about Dr. Lin Stepp presenting the program "Planting Seeds".  She is an author and educator. Dr. 

Stepp has nine published novels, each set in different locations around the Smoky Mountains. I hope to see 

several of you there. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Henry at kimodb63@gmail.com or 865-

789-3793. 

2016 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2017 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2016 Holston Annual   Conference 

Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each church is 

to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2016 Hands-On in the 

memo line.                            Do not put money in the bucket! 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)  1 - 2lb. Bag rice 

 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour  1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 

 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less) 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
    

Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 1  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    (do not deliver early) 

Youth Mission Madness and CCYM Elections:  Saturday, April 30 at Camp Wesley Woods 
 

On Saturday, April 30, the Maryville District Youth will have an opportunity to “give back” to the camp that has meant so 

much to so many of us.  On Saturday, April 30, youth groups are encouraged to come to Camp Wesley Woodsfor an after-

noon of work in connection with Holston Conference Youth’s “Mission Madness.”  
 

We will work from 1:00 in the afternoon until 4:00 in the afternoon doing various jobs to spruce up camp in preparation 

for Summer camp. Then, at 4:00 all of the youth groups will gather together for elections to the Conference Council on 

youth Ministries, or CCYM.  
 

A nomination form for CCYM can be downloaded at:  http://tinyurl.com/maryvilleccym 
 

If you are interested in nominating a student, please contact Jim Gass for information and instructions. He can be reached 

via email at jim@broadwayumc.net or by calling or texting 865 207-9256. 
 

Once elections are finished, between 4:30 and 5:00PM, we’ll head back home with our youth groups.  
 

We hope you will participate in this great opportunity to be in mission with Camp Wesley Woods while we see folks from 

around the District and do the business of the church. If you have any questions, they can be directed to Jim Gass. Can’t 

wait to see you there! 

mailto:kimodb63@gmail.com


Camping Season is Here  
 

By the time you read this groups already will have begun to discover and “re-discover” the wonders of Camp 

Wesley Woods even as work continues across the camp. 
 

Blount County Habitat Crews have completed the first phase of a major kitchen repair and restoration project. Volunteers 

worked 638.5 hours to replace the rotted floors in the kitchen, pantry, and small office in Tipton Lodge. A new 

floor, wall, and ceiling were completed along with a new door for the future enclosing of the loading dock for 

additional dry storage. At press time the total value of the project still was being calculated and will be report-

ed in a future newsletter article. 
 

Facilities Director Jim Bleidorn completed the renovation of the Ladies Restroom in Tipton Lodge including 

new ceiling, walls, floor, fixtures, vanity, and lights. It looks wonderful. 
 

A Tree Trimming Crew from Alcoa Electric Company has begun trimming trees that threaten the power lines 

at camp. They began where the power lines end above Nickle Lodge and will work their way down to River 

Road. All the wood they cut is being ground into chips to be used for a variety of projects around the camp or 

for firewood. 
 

Twelve members of Sycamore Tree UMC led by Andy Piercy completed clearing several years of accumulat-

ed brush and debris around the Gazebo plus maintenance on the Waterfall Trail. 
 

Ten members from Wears Valley UMC led by Paul Moates cleaned the pool. It’s spotless. A follow-up crew 

pressure washed the pool deck. 
 

Work will continue at the camp throughout the year as campers discover continuing improvements to the facil-

ities and grounds at Camp Wesley Woods. If your congregation or group would like to participate, contact 

Whitney Winston at CWW or District Lay Leader Larry Martin. See you at camp. 
 

Tony Lea, Director, 865-448-2246, Ext 222, director@campwesleywoods.com 

Whitney Winston, Office Manager, 865-448-2246, Ext 221, whitney@campwesleywoods.com 

Larry Martin, District Lay Leader, 865-386-6331, lwmartin06@gmail.com 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016 NEWS 
May 20 – Deadline to pre-register for childcare - pre-payment is required. 

Mail-in childcare registration form available at ac.holston.org.  
 

Children ages 6 months to rising 6th grade 
 

Lake Junaluska requires all children who will need childcare during Annual Conference to be regis-

tered by May 20. The childcare facility will be staffed according to the Safe Sanctuaries number re-

quirements.  
 

Mail completed registration form and payment NO LATER THAN MAY 20TH directly to Lake 

Junaluska: Jennifer Martin, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745.  
 

Again this year parents may drop off their children at the Wilson Children’s Complex for the morn-

ing session (Monday and/or Tuesday) and pick them up after the afternoon session. All children must 

be picked up from the complex at the close of the afternoon session. They may return after dinner for 

the evening session for an additional fee. 
 

Lunch MUST be provided for the children who stay at the complex for both the morning and after-

noon sessions. Parents may pre-order a bag lunch for $8.50 that will include a sandwich (turkey and 

cheese on Monday; ham and cheese on Tuesday), baby carrots, banana, Sunchips, cookie, and a car-

ton of milk. Parents who have children with severe dietary restrictions should provide lunches for 

their children. 
 

If AC members need to make changes or corrections to an existing registration, they may contact Karen 

Wright at karenwright@holston.org or 865-690-4080.  

file:///C:/Users/Cheryl.HOLSTONCONF/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Q9A6LMGH/ac.holston.org
mailto:karenwright@holston.org

